
FOCAL POINT ISSUE No. 468 

Hello Folks 

This is my penultimate edition of Focal Point, as the new editor will take 
over for the March Edition.  I will finish with the February edition.  I have 
enjoyed every minute of getting to know you all, by that I mean the 
different organisations that send in articles for the Focal Point.  I hope that 
Annie would think that I have done you all proud.   

 Lizzie Wakefield will be your new Editor.  She is a young lady of nearly 
fifteen years of age and very bright and passionate about doing Focal 
Point and I am sure she will be tremendously good at doing it.  Her 
mother Diana will assist her with any aspect of it that she is not able to do 
but there wont be much as she is very capable.  She does not live in 
Winthorpe but just on the other side of the A1 on Winthorpe estate and 
did actually attend Winthorpe School. She also volunteers at RSPB 
Langford Lowfields in her spare time.   

There are also going to be some changes to the set up of Focal Point too.  
It has never had anyone other than the editor and the treasurer looking 
after it before but now will come under the auspices of the Parish Council 
(Hopefully) and sometime in the not too distant future a committee will be 
set up so that they can  look at the prices of adverts and the costs 
involved and any other aspect that needs a judgement on.  It will also give 
Lizzie a framework behind her to help out with any difficulties that she 
encounters and will be a back up for her too and anyone else in the future 
who is the editor 

But apart from all that Christmas is almost here and festivities are about to 
start so I would like to wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.  I hope that you all have a wonderful time and that the weather 
doesn’t put a damper on any of it.  Take care……..Marcia 

 
  

Contact Details   
Telephone:-01636 892331  Mobile:- 07860 676087  

Email:- winthorpefocalpoint@gmail.com 
The Station House, Station Road, Collingham, 

Newark, Notts. NG23 7RA 
 

DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY  
EDITION  JANUARY  15TH 2020 

December   2019 
January 2020 LUNCH CLUB 

The February Lunch Club will be at 12:30p.m.on  

Monday, February 3rd 2020, at the Community Centre. 

 

The menu will be:  

 

Sausage and Bacon Casserole 

                          OR 

                               Fishcakes with Parsley Sauce                  

                                        

Potatoes and Seasonal Vegetables                              

                                                  -x-  

                      Apple Charlotte with Custard 

                        -x- 

                      Tea or Coffee 

                           £8 including a glass of wine 

 

    Contact Tish Applewhite (643763) if you need to reserve your 
place and give your choice of menu. Thank you . Tish Apple-
white                 .                       
                                                                                  

N.B. The December Lunch is on Monday December 
9th as advertised in the November FP.  

 

   ***There is no Lunch Club in January BUT John 
Nelson is organising a Lunch at the Lord Nelson on 

Tuesday, January 14th *** 

This Photo by 

http://www.angsarap.net/2012/04/23/beef-and-bacon-casserole/




COLLINGHAM RAMBLERS WALKS  
FOR DECEMBER 

Sunday          1st Haverholme      7    Miles 
Sunday        15th Girton/Spalfor Warren    7    Miles 
Wednesday   11th Doddington         4.5 Miles      
           FOR JANUARY 

Sunday 12th, Sunday 26th and Wednesday 22nd 
(Locations and Mileages not available at press) 

 

NEW WALKERS ALWAYS WELCOME  
  

If you would like to join us on any of these walks please contact NINA WARD on 
collinghamramblersnottswalks@gmail.com   or 01636 678419 for more 
information and specific walk details. 
    

Come along and join this friendly group!  

We provide an excellent variety of walks in Nottinghamshire and adjacent 
counties. Most Sunday walks are between 6 and 8 miles (some may have a 
shorter option). Wednesday walks are usually about four miles with an optional 
pub lunch. 
Walkers should provide snacks, drinks and packed lunches if appropriate.  
Suitable footwear and waterproofs are necessary.                                 Nina Ward 

WINTHORPE W.I.  

 

Our November meeting had lots of laughter, along with a glass of wine 
and nibbles.  Some members had a facial spa and  all  products used 
were Aloe Vera.  On Thursday 5th December we are having a trip to 
Carlton Towers which is between Goole and Selby.   Our Christmas 
party is on Wednesday, 11th December 6:30pm for 7:00pm in the 
Community Centre, where we shall be enjoying a glass of wine along 
with good food.   Hostesses for the evening are the Committee 
Members.   
 Looking forward to 2020;  the January 9th meeting, we learn about this 
worthwhile organisation of Blood Bikes.   They play a vital role in helping 
the NHS.   We will also be having a Sale Table.   Hostesses for the 
evening are Jane Butler and Tricia Hopewell.  An extra raffle prize will be 
supplied by Anne Matsell.   Thursday 13th February, we welcome Lesley 
Taylor to Talk about Rubbish – Recycle “What to put 
where”.    Hostesses for the evening are Elaine Bradbury, 
Joy Hart, June Taylor & Sue Reynolds. 
On behalf of Winthorpe & District W.I.,  I would like to 
wish you all a Happy Christmas and a Healthy New 
Year.  
Virginia R. Seager,  President 

mailto:collinghamramblersnottswalks@gmail.com


 CHRISTMAS  

COFFEE MORNING 

 
With Charity Raffle and W.I. Shop  

  
 
 
 
 

Enjoy a cup of Tea or Coffee and a Mince 
Pie or Cake * 
Whilst listening to Christmas Carols 
performed by children from Winthorpe 
Primary School 

       
  

Thursday 12th December 2019 
10:00am to 12:00noon 
(to coincide with the Post Office) 
  

Winthorpe Community Centre 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen  -  All Welcome 
 

  www.thewi.org.uk 

  www.Winthorpe.org                                *£2 

Winners for the November 50 50 draw. 

1st  £45 -  O J Bray 

2nd £22.50  - D Houlding  

3rd £7.50 -  Duncan Richardson 

It would be great for the village to get to 100 member for the start 
of the new year and anyone wanting to support the community 
centre can join the 50 50 club by contacting Duncan Richardson to 
obtain an application form on 01636 651605  or looking on the 
village website. 



Thank You 

Barbara and Pat would like to thank all the staff at The 

Lord Nelson, Winthorpe, family and friends for helping 

to make their day so special.  

Barbara and Pat Finn. 

WHIST DRIVE  
 

Whist drives are held at Newark Indoor Bowls Club on the 
1st and 3rd Thursday evenings of the month starting at 

7pm. Cost is £2.00. There is a licensed bar and everyone 
is welcome. For more information tel 01636 640202. 

Winthorpe Allotment Society   
Has spare plots available. 

 
Want the comfort in knowing exactly how your food is 
produced?  Thought about growing fruit and vegetables 
yourself, but lacked the green fingers? Then this is your 
opportunity to join, close to 40 people, who make up the 
Winthorpe Allotment Society.  

We have spare plots available in the allotment right 
now. Located on the edge of the village, the allotment is 
within easy walking distance for all residents.  

Why not come join us, there is a wealth of knowledge, 
and the occasional spare tomato or courgette plant being 
exchanged between members.  

Get out in the fresh air, and join the friendly atmosphere 
of supportive allotmenteers! Just think of it, fresh fruits 
and vegetables direct from the plant to plate within 
minutes.  

Winthorpe Primary School 

140th Anniversary 

Staff and pupils at Winthorpe Primary School have been celebrating the 
140th Anniversary of the school opening in the village. The school held a 
birthday party to mark the occasion and also spent the day looking back 
at the history of the school. The pupils enjoyed looking back at all of the 
old photographs of the school with some dating back to over 100 years 
ago. The children also loved looking through the old Log Book, 
particularly the section from 1879 which documented the build of the 
original school building at a cost of £925! There was also a lot of interest 
in the old Punishment Books which documented any bad behaviour and 
the resulting punishments that were handed out. One of the children’s 
parents, Verity McLuckie, baked a splendid birthday cake which 
everyone enjoyed immensely. 

We are holding an open morning on Wednesday 27th November and 
would be delighted to welcome any villagers or prospective parents on a 
tour of the school. Please contact the Headteacher, Mr Rob Cook – 
head@winthorpe.notts.sch.uk , or see www.winthorpe.notts.sch.uk for 
more information. 

tel:01636%20640202
mailto:head@winthorpe.notts.sch.uk
http://www.winthorpe.notts.sch.uk


Carol Singing 

We will be Carol Singing at the ‘Christmas Coffee Morning’ on Thursday 
12th December, 10:00am - 12:00pm at the Community Centre. We hope 
to see lots of you there! 

Academy Consultation 

The governors of the school have started a period of consultation with 
staff, parents and the local community to gather views on becoming an 
Academy and joining the Aspire Multi-Academy-Trust. If would like to 
see more details about the consultation, please see the newsletters sec-
tion of the website for more information. 

News from  

Langford Lowfields  

    

Important Information:  

Floods and rising water levels on the reserve  

This month has seen a considerable amount of rainfall and the impact of 
this is that whilst the river hasn’t come over the flood bank yet, Slough 
Dyke (which follows the southern and western boundaries of the 
reserve) is backing up and cascading over into Phase 3. We still can’t 
release water into the river (because it’s so high) and so levels on site 
have now got to the point where not only the pond dipping platform and 
boardwalk are submerged, but all the low spots on the trail around 
Phase 1 are underwater and have been closed. This means that the only 
walk now available is from the Beach Hut to the 360 Viewing Platform 
(aka Corfe Castle) and back again. You can no longer do a loop around 
Phase 1. To get to Corfe Castle a diversion has been put in place from 
the Beach Hut to keep people away from the water. Slough Dyke has 
also flooded large sections of the perimeter that circle the site.  

All the non-public areas are also flooded with the various parts of the 
reserve joining together to form one big body of water. The reed is still 
sticking out the water though, so keep an eye out for Barry the Bittern 
clinging valiantly to the top of the tallest reed stem!  

If you are planning a visit, please check our Twitter or blog as it is 
possible that we will close all or large sections of the reserve if the water 
levels continue to rise (@rspblangford); our blog (www.rspb.org.uk/
community/placestovisit/langfordlowfields/blog); or Facebook (https://
engb.facebook.com/RSPBNottinghamshireDerbyshire/ ).  

Sightings and volunteer 
work  

Sightings since our last 
newsletter include: 
bearded tits, goldeneye, 
large starling 
murmuration, stonechat, 
bittern, pink footed geese, 
great white egret, green 
sandpiper, marsh harrier 
and snipe. 

 Male Stonechat © Stuart Carlton, 2019  



Chiffchaff 

The volunteers have continued to do a lot of work creating ideal habitat for 
grasshopper warblers this month.  

Join us for our next event at Langford  

There are a few spaces left  on our Winter Wonderland Guided Walk on Satur-
day 7 December 2019 1:00-3:00 pm at Langford.  Joe Harris, Site Manager, will 
lead the walk around the reserve talking about the site and its work, and seeing 
nature along the way.  Booking is essential on 01636 893611 or Lang-
ford.Beckingham@RSPB.org.uk.  Meet at Cottage Lane Car Park.  Payment to be 
made on the day as follows:  

Member Adult £8.00 / Child £4.00 Non Member Adult £10.00 / Child £5.00  

Christmas Puddings With ‘Fun-raisin’  

  

 

Hopefully that dreadful attempt at a pun drew your attention to 
our little venture to raise money for the Newark Foodbank, 
who are trying to put together a special Christmas Day 
hamper for those that are in need of support. 

We have been making homemade Christmas puddings to 
give as gifts for many years and we thought this year it might 
be nice to use this tradition to help others. Last year we made 
65 puddings, this year we are planning to make 100. We are 
asking for a donation of £10 for each pudding, all of which will 
be donated to Newark Foodbank. 

Those that have had gifted puddings in the past will continue 
to receive them, hopefully each of you will donate. The 
additional 35 puddings are available on a first-come-first-
served basis. They are very good! We have created a special 
email address (xmas.puddings@outlook.com), please just 
email us to let us know that you would like one, confirming 
your name and address. I will Deliveroo! 

I hope that you will support this little ‘fun-raisin’ 
venture. It will make a difference to many families in 
Newark on Christmas Day. What a lovely 
Christmas thought. 

Richard Radford 

 

THE LORD NELSON 

01636 707705 

 

We are ready for Christmas here at the Lord Nelson with the launch of our 
festive menu on the 29th of November, with lots of evening booked up 
already get in touch.   

 We have lots of other exciting things coming up over the next few 
months, starting with Live music from the musical duo Jukebox on the 
29th November and also Josh Seabrook on Friday 20th December.   

 Our Christmas Quiz night is on Tuesday 3rd December. Special prize for 
the best Xmas jumper  The Christmas village lunch is on Tuesday 10th 
December. £12pp for 2 courses.  Followed by Open mic night on Tuesday 
the 17th.   

 To wrap up another fantastic year we are celebrating NYE in style. We’re 
taking you back to the golden age of film. With our Black and White 
Hollywood theme, shoot starts at 8pm. £15pp including welcome drink 
and food. tickets on sale now.   

Christmas Opening Hours.    

 

Monday 23rd         Food 12-3 6-8 Bar open until 9pm  
Christmas Eve         Food 12-7 Bar closing at 11pm  
Christmas Day           Open for drinks only 12-2pm  
Boxing Day         Food 12-4 Bar closing at 6pm.   
27th, 28th and 29th  Normal Service.  
Monday 30th         Food 12-3 6-8 Bar open until 9pm.   
New Years Eve         Closed day time, Open for Ticketed party from 8pm.   
New Years Day           Closed all day.   
Tuesday 2nd Jan      Back to normal service.   

 Don’t worry the fun doesn’t stop there, the January Quiz night is on 
Tuesday 7th January followed by open mic night on Tuesday the 14th 
January.   

 Wishing you all a Merry Christmas.   

Em, Martny, Oli and Dave  

mailto:xmas.puddings@outlook.com


WINTHORPE WITH LANGFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
The Parish Council held its monthly Council meeting in the village 
hall on Thursday 21st November 2019. 

The village bonfire took place on Saturday 2nd November without 
incident. For the second year running, there were less people in 
attendance than in previous years so our contributions to 
organisations that support the event will be reduced. Details of the 
bonfire accounts will appear in next month edition of Focal Point. 
The Council would like to thank the Lord Nelson who provided 
excellent food and refreshments and all the other organisations 
who supported the event and made it an enjoyable evening. 

The Council would like to point out that only continued support for 
all events in the village, either at the Community Centre, or events 
such as the Summer Festival or Bonfire will ensure their 
continuation into the future. Once they stop, it will be very difficult 
to resurrect them. 

On a brighter note, I am delighted to say that the future of Focal 
Point looks to have been resolved. The Parish Council have 
agreed to take Focal Point under its wing with regards to its 
financial position but leave it to be run by its new editor Lizzie 
Wakefield. 

The Council would like to that Duncan Richardson for his 
continued support and efforts in sorting its future and Marcia 
Parkin for taking on the role of editor when Annie Purday left the 
village.  

The Parish Council has been informed by Newark and Sherwood 
District Council that the travellers (located adjacent to the A1) have 
appealed to the High Court against the Enforcement Notice issued 
by N.S.D.C. No further action will be taken by N.S.D.C. until High 
Court proceedings have been completed. 

As always, please contact me if you need to raise any issues at 

parishclerkatwinthorpe@outlook.com. 

Mrs Sally Sillery – Parish Clerk 

Winthorpe Garden Club  

 

This month the Winthorpe Garden Club was treated to an autumn/
winter wreath-making session, courtesy of Jan Thompson and Susie 
Connings. Jan and Susie live in Winthorpe and are neighbours; both 
share a love of flower arranging, and Susie especially has much 
experience in making Christmas wreaths which can last as long as 
Valentine’s Day! 

Jan told us about how she was inspired to develop a cutting 
garden within an area of her mature garden, to enable her passion 
for flower arranging. She told us about the successes as well as 
the odd disaster. She is attempting to develop a continuous 
flowering display so that she can replenish her stocks, therefore 
enabling her to have an indoor flower arrangement all the way 
through to November. She emphasised dahlias, zinnias, white 
cosmos, scabia and euphorbia as being garden successes.  

Jan explained that floristry is increasingly becoming more 
environmentally friendly. For example, an emphasis on seasonal 
flowers and using sustainable materials which can be recycled and 
avoiding materials such as cellophane and oasis. She emphasised 
how doing a jam jar posy was an incredibly sustainable way of 
engaging with flower arranging. She also recommended using 
herbs like rosemary and mint in arrangements. 

The Garden Club had great fun constructing their wreaths, building 
them up from foliage foraged from Jan’s garden, and then finishing 
them off with ‘treat’ items such as cinnamon sticks and pine cones. 
This was accompanied by mince pies and mulled wine to get us 
into the festive mood. Jan and Susie did a super job at helping us 

along the way, and we are very grateful for the efforts they put into 
making this such an enjoyable experience.  I am sure that the village will 
be suitably decorated with wreaths for the coming season! 

Sarah-Jane Page 

mailto:parishclerkatwinthorpe@outlook.com
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NEWARK PARISH CHURCH 

12th CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 
Friday 6th December  -   

Sunday 15th December 2019  

  
  
  
 

Over 130 trees decorated  
by local schools, charities,  

organisations & businesses                           
  

 Opening times:   
  
  

Saturdays        9:30am  -  5:00p 
Sundays      12:30am  -  4:30pm 
Weekdays      10:00am  -    4:30pm 

     

Entrance:     Adults  £2             Children  50p 
Refreshments,  Christmas cards, Stalls,  Music    

 
  

 FESTIVAL CAROLS OF PRAISE  
9th December at 5:00pm 

mailto:james@tennis4all.org.uk


             

                   £12,000 

                          TO RAISE 

           BY MARCH 2020?       

 

WITH YOUR HELP IT CAN BE DONE!     

 Thanks to your generosity we have already raised over                  
£13,000 and if you could give a little more of your hard 
earned money we could reach our final target(£43,000) and 
heat our beautiful church once more to maintain our 
wonderful internal fabric. 

   A Just Giving page has been set up at: 

 https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/Winthorpeallsaints 

 A donation before Christmas would be a wonderful present for us! 

Thank you for reading this page.  

Tish Applewhite (Churchwarden)           

WINTHORPE ALL SAINTS HEATING SYSTEM FUND NOVEMBER   2019   REFLECTIONS  

 Dear friends, 

Can you believe it?  That faraway, impossible date of 2020 is a reality that 
we’re living in.   

Can you believe it?  A general election has been called for December 
12th.  Shock, horror, our busy pre Christmas timetable might be 
disrupted, we might have more than Christmas cards dropping through 
the letterbox and we might even have strangers knocking on the door 
asking for our votes. 

Maybe we feel worn down and tired by this election at the end of a 
politically fraught year and think that it just doesn’t fit.  Add to that the 
anniversaries of tragic deaths and perhaps we fear that a merry 
Christmas is out of sight.  But let’s think beyond the tinsel, lights and gift 
wrapping and remember the first Christmas.   

The lives of Mary and Joseph were disrupted by a political decision to 
make everyone travel to their home town to be registered in a census.  
This was a controlling and oppressive practice; it meant a dangerous 
journey, expense and loss of earnings.  Mary was pregnant when she 
made this hazardous journey and Jesus was born in a stable. 

Can you believe it?  This is how God came into the world.  If our careful 
plans are disrupted this year, nothing can change that: God came into the 
world; this is a cause for great celebration, so let’s celebrate.   

In church, we’ll be telling, singing and celebrating the story of Christmas 
throughout December and January in different ways.  We have a 
children’s Christingle service, mid December carol services and Holy 
Communion services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, so there’s 
something for everyone.  Please check the list of events and services and 
join in.   

In this chilly season, Winthorpe church services are moving back into the 
warm and cosy village hall, apart from Christmas Eve, when we’ll be back 
in church, so wrap up well for that.  Thanks to good neighbours, Holme 
church is normally open during daylight hours, so if you fancy some 
peace and quiet, please pop in. 

So, as we end one decade and begin another, don’t forget to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus, remember what happened that first Christmas, pray, 
sing and call into church.  And this December, don’t forget to vote! 

Have a joyful Christmas and a happy new year. 

God bless you all 

Revd Mandy. 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/winthorpeallsaints


   ALL SAINTS 

  

                      WINTHORPE 

 

                  CHURCH NOTICES 

We thoroughly enjoyed our ‘Special’ November services with our Patronal 
Songs of Praise led by Mandy and our Remembrance Service led by David. 
Both were well attended and hymns sung with much gusto by everyone to try 
to keep warm! 

 

This month we look forward with much enthusiasm to many more special 
services. On Sunday December 8th at 3p.m. in the Community Centre we are 
holding our Carol Service – this is a week earlier than last year as we 
could not book the Community Centre for then. We look forward to seeing 
many villagers there with the enticement of refreshments afterwards!! On 
Sunday December 15

th
 at 3p.m we will be holding our Christingle Service in 

the Village Hall. Hopefully, families have received their invitations by the time 
they read this. Our final service of the year, the Christmas Eve Holy 
Communion at 7p.m, will be held in church (please wrap up warm!) 

 

The Boiler Fund is mounting up fantastically well but we still have £12,000 to 
find. We have applied for grants which take time to process as Trusts only 
meet every few months. With this in mind I have started a Just Giving page:  

 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/winthorpeallsaints?
utm_term=ZmpXnp3Bp 

 

It would be wonderful if anyone in the village could find their way to parting 
with a little bit of their hard earned money to help us get over the line. 

 

It just leaves me, on behalf of the PCC, to wish everyone a very merry 
Christmas and a healthy and happy New Year with our prayers remembering 
everyone who is ill or hospitalised at Christmastime. 

 

Tish Applewhite, Churchwarden (643763) 



Church Services for November 2019 

Sunday December 1st     9:00am Holy Communion  Holme 
(1st of Advent) 
       
Sunday 8th    10:30am Holy Communion     Winthorpe 
(2nd of Advent)    3:00pm Carol Service     Winthorpe 
                                          (Community Centre) 
Saturday 14th    6:00pm Carol Service     Holme 
 

Sunday 15th     3:00pm Christingle      Winthorpe 
(3rd of Advent)           (Village Hal)l 
 

Sunday 22nd    9:00am Morning Worship      Langford     
(4th of Advent) 
 

Tuesday 24th    7:00pm Holy Communion     Winthorpe 
(Christmas Eve)                    (Church) 
 

Wednesday 25th  10:15am Holy Communion     Holme 
(Christmas Day) 
  
2020 
Sunday January 5th   9:00am Holy Communion      Holme 
(Epiphany)) 
 

Sunday 12th  10:30am Holy Communion      Winthorpe  
(Baptism of Christ)                    (Village Hall) 
 

Sunday 19th    9:00am Holy Communion     Langford 
(2nd of Epiphany)   10:15am Morning Worship      Winthorpe 
             (Village Hall) 
Sunday 26th     5:00pm Evening Prayer     Winthorpe  
(3rd of Epiphany)           (Village Hall) 
 

The Church Bells may be rung for any of the Winthorpe services.  
 

***Church Flower Ladies*** – the church will be open from 2:00pm on Friday 
Dec. 20th to receive your Christmas flower arrangements with removal from 
2:00pm on Monday Dec. 30th 
 

Church Cleaners- January- Mrs J White   
Brasses                 January - Miss P.Applewhite 

NB BIN COLLECTIONS IN HOLME VILLAGE ON FRIDAYS 
Village organisations and local bodies – if at any time you would like to 

get in touch with a village contact, why not try the village website  
www.winthorpe.org.uk 

JANUARY CALENDAR 2019 

Mon   2nd  Green & Brown Bins  

Mon   9th  Silver Bins  

Mon   9th 12:30pm Lunch Club Community Centre 

Wed  11th 6:30 for 7:00 W.I. Christmas Party Community Centre 

Thu   12th 10:00am WI Christmas Coffee 
Morning 

Community Centre 

Mon 16th  Green & Brown Bins  

Wed 18th 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 

Sat   21st * Silver Bins  

Mon 30th  Green & Brown Bins  

Mon 6th   Silver Bins  

Mon 13th   Green & Brown Bins  

Wed 15th 7:30pm Gardening Club Social 
Evening 

Community Centre 

Thu 16th 7:00pm Parish council Meeting Village Hall 

Mon 20th   Silver Bins  

Mon 27th  Green & Brown Bins  

DECEMBER CALENDAR 2019 

http://www.winthorpe.org.uk

