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My notes this month are mostly apologies. There were some printing glitches 

last month, which resulted in the pages of September’s edition of Focal Point 

being printed in the wrong order and without page numbers. Hopefully, I was 

the only person troubled by this, though I’m sure some eagle-eyed readers 

noticed the errors but were too polite to mention them to me.  

 

With new advertisers on board this month – which is very welcome – I have 

had to rework the advert pages and, for me, that is not a simple task, as I am 

no expert with technology, especially when I tie myself up in knots trying to 

get text and images to do what I want them to do! This leads me to my 

second apology, which is that I simply ran out of time to write my second 

article about the Branston Boys. If you enjoyed reading last month’s article 

about Herbert Parnell Gilstrap Branston, then I hope that you will wait 

patiently but eagerly for more articles about members of the family.  

 

My final apology is for the slimmed down version of Focal Point this month. 

As some of you know, it has to be printed in page multiples of 4. It’s not 

possible to simply drop articles onto pages in a ready-made fashion, even 

though I appreciate the effort that our regular contibutors make to tailor 

them as much as possible in order to ease my workload. So, for those of you 

who look forward to the Music Quiz, I’m afraid it’s not included this month 

but will definitely be back next month! 

 

If you would like to see a fatter Focal Point, please send me any article – or 

snippet – that you think would be of interest to our readers. If you know 

someone who might be interested in supporting Focal Point by advertising 

with us, please ask them to contact me. Advertisers are crucial to the survival 

of the magazine, so please support those businesses who advertise with us. 

Julie Johnson-Hill (01636 676079) 

NEXT MONTH’S DEADLINE IS 18TH OCTOBER 

winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com 
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October Calendar 

When What Where 

Tue          1st    Winthorpe Walking Group Winthorpe 

Tue          1st       Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed        2nd   WAWA Winthorpe 

Fri            4th  Green bin L’ford / Holme 

Mon        7th Silver bin Winthorpe 

Mon        7th    Brown bin All 

Mon        7th  Winthorpe Community Centre 
Charity AGM 

Winthorpe 

Mon        7th     Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue          8th   Winthorpe Walking Group Winthorpe 

Tue          8th   Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed        9th  WI meeting Winthorpe 

Fri          11th   Silver Bin L’ford / Holme 

Sat         12th  Harvest Supper Winthorpe 

Mon      14th    Green bin Winthorpe 

Mon      14th    Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        15th    Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Tue        15th    Winthorpe Walking Group Winthorpe 

Wed      16th  Garden Club meeting Winthorpe 

Thur      17th  Parish Council meeting Winthorpe 

Thur      17th  Teal bin (Glass) L’ford/W’thorpe 

Fri         18th   Green bin L’ford / Holme 

Mon      21st Trafalgar Day  

Mon      21st    Silver Bin  Winthorpe 

Mon      21st    Brown bin  All 

Mon      21st   Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue       22nd   Winthorpe Walking Group Winthorpe 

Tue       22nd   Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed       3rd  Teal bin (Glass) Holme 

Fri          25th  Silver bin L’ford / Holme 

Mon      28th  Green bin Winthorpe 

Thur       31st  Hallowe’en  



 

This month, the mobile library will call at our villages  

on Monday 14th October 

 

Stop 
no. 

Village Location Arrive Depart 

1 
 

Winthorpe The Spinney 9.50am 10.10am 

2 
 

Winthorpe junction of Pocklington 
Crescent and Branston 
Close 

10.15am 10.35am 

3 
 

Winthorpe junction of Gainsborough 
Road and Woodlands 

10.40am 10.50am 

4 
 

Langford Langford Hall Farm 10.55am 11.10am 

5 
 

Holme Snaefell, Langford Lane 11.20am 11.30am 

6 
 

Holme Southview Farm 11.35am 11.55am 

*Information taken from inspireculture.org.uk 

Don’t forget to contact the editor about any events or activities happening in 

Winthorpe, Langford or Holme, so that they can be included in Focal Point. 

Email: winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com  Tel: 01636 676079 

 

Focal Point Online Edition 

The online edition of Focal Point is easy to find on the Winthorpe Village 

Website, and it’s in full colour! Just go to www.winthorpe.org and follow the 

menus: Media and then Village Magazine. 

 

As well as the current issue, you can read previous issues, going back as far as 

2007. Focal Point is not only delivered free to residents of Winthorpe, 

Langford and Holme, but is free to read online by anyone, anywhere. 

 

mailto:winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com
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All Saints’ Church, Winthorpe 
 

Harvest Supper 
 

 Saturday 12th October 2024  
At Winthorpe Community Centre 

 
7pm for a 7.30pm start 

Ticket Price: £14.00, includes one glass of wine (£3.00 
per extra glass) 

 
Tickets available from PCC members (see church notes) 

 

 
Poppies for Remembrance 

 
On behalf of All Saints’ Church, Winthorpe, I would like to thank everyone 
who has been involved with this project which has been a real village effort 
from knitting, crocheting or sewing of poppies; donating wool or giving 
money to buy wool; and putting together the display. Between us we have 
made over a thousand poppies, which is enough to decorate not only the 
arch, but also the font and the pulpit, as well as other parts of the church. 
  
If you would like to come and see the results of our handiwork, we are 
proposing to open the church on the following dates during the week leading 
up to the Remembrance Day Service on Sunday 10th November: 

Monday, 4th November 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
Thursday, 7th November 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
Saturday, 9th November 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm  

We will also be serving tea, coffee and cake free of charge; if you would like 
to leave a donation for church funds, that would be much appreciated. 
  

Pauline Lockwood 



 



60’s & 70’s Disco Nite! 

WINTHORPE COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Saturday 23rd November 

7:30pm till Late 

Pie and Peas included in admission price. 

Licensed Bar 

Tickets cost £15 

available from 

Michele: 07951728079 

Jane: 07546649934,  

 

WHATEVER YOUR STYLE, EXPRESS YOURSELF! 

Mods and Rockers 

Stilettos and Platforms 

Flower Power and Punk Rock 

Mary Quant and Vivienne Westwood 

 

Dancing to groovy tunes and smash hits 

from the 1960s and 1970s 

 

 

  





Winthorpe Community Centre Charity AGM  
7th October 2024 at 7.00pm 

Please note that the Annual General Meeting of the above Charity will 
take place in the Community Centre on Monday 7th October 2024 at 7.00pm.  
 
The Meeting will receive a report from the Chairman and the Treasurer and 
will also cover the election of Honorary Officers and Trustees for the next 12 
months. There are currently a couple of Trustee vacancies, should anyone 
from the Parish be interested in joining the Charity. If anyone wishes to 
attend the meeting and/or is interested in becoming a Trustee, please email 
the Secretary, Michele Cammack: cammacks31@gmail.com 
  
The AGM will be followed by a meeting of the elected Trustees 

 Peter Bateson 
 (Chairman WCCC} 

 

Winthorpe Community Centre

100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100                               

100 

Club 
Congratulations 

to our winners! 
Please contact Nina Adams if you would like to join the 100 Club: 

ninjab71@gmail.com 

Defibrillator codes for Winthorpe 
Village Hall: CY543 
Community Centre: C159X  
Pocklington Crescent: C159X 
 
Defibrillator code for Holme 
Phone Box at junction of Langford Lane and High Steeet. No code needed.  

  

Winners for September 
 

1st £51.60 Sally Sillery 

2nd £25.80 J Mileman 

3rd £8.60 Andrew Parkin 

mailto:cammacks31@gmail.com
mailto:ninjab71@gmail.com


 



WINTHORPE WI 

Our return to normality started with a bang when we were instructed in the 
art of African drumming by Andy Harris, who gave us a brief history of how 
drums have been used in West Africa to communicate between villages and 
for celebrations since 1200 AD. He introduced us to the djembe drum, which 
is a rope-tuned skin-covered goblet drum played with bare hands. The Mali 
name for djembe translates to "everyone gather together in peace" and 
defines the drum's purpose. Andy also introduced us to a dundun drum, 
which is double-sided and is played with a stick. 
  
With the introductions over, it was time to go hands on and, after being 
shown how to position the drum, and two basic notes, in no time at all we 
were enjoying playing a tune, conducted by Andy. I wouldn't say that our 
orchestra was quite ready for taking bookings just yet, but with a bit more 
practice, anything might happen! 
  
Three guests were welcomed and August, September and October birthdays 
were celebrated, as well as one extremely belated birthday from April. We 
have also acquired a new bell – probably intended to keep us all in order. 
  
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 9th October, when Professor Sir 
Jonathan Van-Tam will be coming to give us a talk. This event is ticketed only 
and all tickets have now been sold. However, If you would like to put your 
name on the waiting list, please contact Viv on 07708 834863.  All ladies are 
welcome to join us for our November meeting, which is a Sit and Get Fit 
exercise. Our monthly meetings are held in Winthorpe Community Centre 
and the first visit is free of charge; subsequent visits incur a £5.00 charge. 
  
The Book Club met on 12th September to review Miss Benson's Beetle by 
Rachel Joyce, which we would all recommend, as it contains drama, comedy 
and plenty of twists and turns.  Our next meeting is on Monday, 14th October 
when we will be reviewing The Garnett Girls by Georgina Moore. The Book 
Club is open to all members of the WI. 
  
In addition to the above activities, twenty-nine members and guests enjoyed 
a trip to Nottingham for a meal at Bistrot Pierre, followed by a theatre visit to 
see Sister Act. 

 Pauline Lockwood 



WINTHORPE GARDEN CLUB 

At the start of our new speaker season, we were delighted to welcome the 
return of Dr Andrew Ward of Norwell Nurseries. His talk on this occasion was 
entitled Perennial Pleasures. The format consisted of numerous slides of such 
perennials, with Andrew providing a commentary on each. Advice was freely 
given regarding planting position, such as full or partial sun, the degree of 
moisture, feeding, hardiness and more. The slides themselves were incredibly 
detailed and beautiful. 
    
Andrew began the evening by saying that the majority of Winthorpe gardens 
were on light,sandy soil whereas his Norwell garden is on heavy clay. To 
replicate light soil conditions he created raised beds, filled with builder’s 
sharp sand. Before putting plants into these beds, all soil was washed from 
the roots. The resultant growth proved that these plants would grow well on 
soils such as ours. Many of the plants illustrated on the slides are not 
common varieties and there were some for sale at the end of the meeting. 
After such an enjoyable evening, it was agreed that we would arrange an 
evening visit to Andrew’s garden and nursery in early summer, May or June, 
of next year. 
 
Our meeting next month is on Wednesday 16th October, when our speaker 
will be Martin Fish, who will give a talk entitled, “Creating our North 
Yorkshire Garden From Scratch”. This should be a special event and is open to 
everyone. 

 
Ian Wilson  

Answers to September’s Music Quiz 
1. Baggy Trousers (1980) – Madness 
2. Wherever I lay my hat (1983) – Paul Young 
3. Favourite Shirt (1981) – Haircut one Hundred 
4. Blue Suede Shoes (1956) – Elvis Presley 
5. Raspberry Beret (1985) – Prince 
6. Handbags and Glad Rags (2001) – The Stereophonics 
7. These Boots were Made for Walking (1966) – Nancy Sinatra 
8. Forever in Blue Jeans (1979) – Neil Diamond 
9. Goody Two Shoes (1982) – Adam and The Ants 
10. Crocodile Shoes (1994) – Jimmy Nail 
11. Bonus Question:  Donald where’s your trousers (1960) – Andy Stewart 



Think Again A46 Residents’ Group 
The core group met with National Highways in September to 

discuss the top issues from the statement of common 

ground and the next steps. This meeting was very helpful to 

understand the planning application process and key dates. 

During the meeting, National Highways confirmed that they will respond to 

the points raised by the group by 22nd October 2024. 

The next step is to meet with members of the Examining Authority at Kelham 

Hall on 8th October 2024. Everyone who has submitted a valid relevant 

representation is entitled to attend this meeting and Think Again will attend. 

The Examining Authority will examine the planning application submitted by 

National Highways and should report to the Secretary of State for Transport 

by 8th April 2025. The Secretary of State will then consider a decision within 3 

months, although this can be extended by a further 3 months if required. 

The Examining Authority will consider the application through late October 
and November 2024; they have reserved several dates for hearings in 
December 2024 to consider points raised and the responses from National 
Highways. All the information is available on the Planning Inspectorate 
website. If you have any specific questions or concerns about the scheme, or 
would like to know more, please contact Think Again via the folllowing links: 
https://a46thinkagain.org.uk/  Twitter: https://twitter.com/ThinkAgainA46 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/ThinkAgainA46Newark 

 

NEWARK FOODBANK 

Thank you to everyone who contributes to our collection 
of food for Newark Foodbank. This month an extra thank 
you to the villager who celebrated a big birthday recently and asked for 
Foodbank donations instead of presents. What a wonderful gesture. Because 
of everyone’s generosity, we were able to take a whopping 139kgs of food to 
the collection point!  
Thank you also to those of you who donate through your bank accounts. This 
is incredibly valuable to the Foodbank. 

Jane White 

https://a46thinkagain.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/ThinkAgainA46
https://www.facebook.com/ThinkAgainA46Newark


Winthorpe with Langford Parish Council 

The September meeting of the Parish Council took place at 
Winthorpe Village Hall on Thursday 19th September. Though 
quorate, for various reasons several councillors were unable 
to attend this particular meeting. Nevertheless, we dealt 
with all outstanding business and the number of people at 
the the meeting was swelled by the attendance of seven 
residents from Langford village, which was great to see. 

Concerns raised by Langford residents: 
The residents from Langford raised a number of issues which were important 
to the village; each issue was discussed and we tried to find solutions. The 
key points, following recent incidents, included: speeding through the village 
and between Collingham and the Winthorpe Roundabout; maintenance of 
pathways and verges between the village and Winthorpe/Collingham; the 
condition of the bus stop; and problems with emptying bins. Some points will 
be dealt with by Newark & Sherwood District Council and Linda Dales (our 
District Councillor) agreed to progress these, whereas issues relevant to 
roads/speeding and paths are the responsibility of Nottinghamshire County 
Council Highways. Whilst we have raised most of these issues already with 
NCC, the Langford residents raised some well-made additional points, which 
we will now raise again with NCC and our County Councillor, Debbie Darby. 
The residents were thanked  for attending and for their help in raising their 
points with the Parish Council.  
 
More community progress being made:  
As mentioned in the last edition of Focal Point, on 
Sunday 15th September we organised another clear up 
session on the Coronation Bank. This was a really 
successful day with 10 people working on the bank and 
four in the Community Centre kitchen, providing 
tea/coffee and bacon butties for the workers. Whilst it 
was a really successful day and we are moving the work 
forward, it would have been good to see even more of 
the 815 residents in our parish lending their help/time, 
after all this work is for the benefit of all of us. As you 
can see, the steps down to the bank and most of the original path are now 
clear and the raised walkway is looking great. There is much more work to 
complete yet, so there’s plenty of time to get involved. 



We are planning another session for late October, 
so look out for information in our social media 
outlets for a date and time when you can get 
involved. As you may remember, later this year we 
will be planting fruit trees to form our community 
orchard, plus two significant trees to mark the 
passing of Queen Elizabeth and the Coronation of 
King Charles. We will keep you posted about when 
and how this will take place. 
 
We are currently working with Winthorpe Primary 
School to design and help create a ‘nature walk’ 

around Jubilee Meadow, which will pass down the new trail at the side of The 
Fleet across the end of the meadow and then back around the trees, finishing 
at the picnic benches. The children will be starting this as a project from 
January and it’s hoped to agree the concept and put in place direction and 
information signs together with hedgehog houses, bug hotels, bird and bat 
boxes etc. We want the school to come up with the ideas though so it will be 
interesting to see what they design! 

Our waterways in the Parish: 
Discussions with our local Internal Drainage Board earlier this year clarified 
that, although they attend the Fleet and Slough Dyke regularly to clear out 
the waterways, they do not own the rivers or river banks. Where a waterway 
passes through a garden, the legal responsibility is with the landowner; if on 
the perimeter of a property, the responsibility is shared by whoever owns the 
land on the other side of the bank. For example, many people in The Spinney 
have The Fleet running through their gardens and own land on both banks of 
the river. Residents are responsible for ensuring the river flows freely, is not 
blocked and that nothing enters the river which could do damage further 
downstream; this is called ‘Riparian Ownership’. More information on this can 
be found in The Environment Agency guidance – ‘Living on the Edge’: 
https://www.wlma.org.uk/uploads/EA_Guide_to_rights_and_responsibilities
_of_riverside_ownership.pdf 
 
So that’s all for this month, but if you have any comments or ideas, as always 
please let me know.  
Paul Smith 
(Chair, Winthorpe with Langford Parish Council) paul@bridgfordss.co.uk  

https://www.wlma.org.uk/uploads/EA_Guide_to_rights_and_responsibilities_of_riverside_ownership.pdf
https://www.wlma.org.uk/uploads/EA_Guide_to_rights_and_responsibilities_of_riverside_ownership.pdf
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All Saints’ Church, 
Winthorpe 

We welcomed Matteo into the Family of the Church 
last month. 

 
This month we host one of our Special Services: our 
Harvest Festival, on Sunday October 13th at 

10.15am. We will be very happy to accept Harvest Gifts, which will be taken 
to the Newark Women’s Refuge. On Sunday 20th September it is our turn on 
the rota for Holy Communion at 10am. At the beginning of the next month, 
on 3rd November we host our Patronal Festival for All Saints’ Day, in the form 
of a ‘Songs of Praise.’ We hope many villagers will come along to raise the 
roof in celebration. 
 
Tickets for our Harvest Supper on Saturday, 12th October are selling very well 
and are available to buy at a cost of £14 from: Susie (middle Gainsborough 
Rd), Joan (top Gainsborough Rd), Pauline (Pocklington), Jane (Old Rectory 
Court) and myself (bottom Gainsborough Rd). There will be a Raffle and Pat 
Finn’s Quiz, as usual. 
 
Please see Pauline’s notice in Focal Point, explaining how the church’s 
decorations for the Remembrance Service on 10th November can be viewed 
beforehand. We know it will look fantastic, after all the efforts of so many 
wonderful people knitting poppies. 
 
Please remember in your prayers any villagers known to you who are ill, 
hospitalised or facing a bereavement at this time. 

 
**Flower Ladies ** 

Church flowers for the Harvest Festival 
Please could you bring your arrangements from 2pm on Friday 11th October, 
with removal from 2pm on Monday 21st October? Thank you so much. 
 
Tish Applewhite (Churchwarden): 01636 64376 

 

Church Cleaners: Mrs J Lord and Mrs J White 



St. Giles Church, Holme 

Dear Friends and Supporters of St Giles’ Church 

 

As I write (mid-September), in the vicinity of the 

village are quite a number of fields where the 

harvest is yet to be gathered. This is not surprising, given the floods at the 

beginning of the year and the resulting waterlogged land that persisted for 

many weeks. Nevertheless, our local farmers are reporting a good crop so far, 

where they have managed to gather it in, but there is still much more to do; 

so let’s hope for a fine Indian summer with plenty of dry fair days. 

 

It is now some eight months since Revd. Mandy retired, and it is clear that it 

will be a long time before another priest is appointed to serve in our group, 

the East Trent Group of Churches. In the past few months we have been very 

well served at Holme by Canon John Smith, on the two occasions when there 

has been a communion service. Other services have been taken by ourselves,  

creating the opportunity for a number of people to be involved. Currently, six 

people have offered to contribute in different ways at Holme: assisting in the 

leading of services and prayers, giving readings and reflections. This makes 

for a healthy and inclusive church, especially as over the coming months, 

most services will be down to us, including over the Christmas period. 

 

The next service at Holme will be our Harvest Festival Thanksgiving on 

Sunday 7th October at 10am, with readings and the usual popular harvest 

hymns. We will be decorating the church for this during the first week of 

October, so please bring to church any food or produce during the week 

before the service. Mice also live within the building, so please ensure that 

they can’t have a feast! We look forward to welcoming you and there will be 

coffee and biscuits afterwards, as usual. 

 

With best wishes, Nigel Priestley (Churchwarden) 01636 892020  
email: nigel.priestley10@gmail.com 
and Doreen Hallam (Churchwarden) 01636 676153 

mailto:nigel.priestley10@gmail.com


St Bartholomew’s 
Church, 

Langford 

Langford Church and Church Garden 

news 

 
The next gathering of our ‘Friends of Langford Church and Gardens’ group will 
be on Saturday 5th October from 1.30pm until 3.30pm, for the last gardening 
jobs of the year. Refreshments will be served in the church. Please do come 
along and join us – the more the merrier – and no gardening skills are 
necessary! 
 
During the winter months, the church will be open between the hours of 
10am and 3pm at the weekends, when we are around. Please do contact us if 
you would like to have access to our church on a weekday. 
 
A date for your diary 
Our Christmas celebration of carols around the piano will be on Sunday 15th  
December at 4pm. St Bartholomew’s has a tradition of decorating the church 
and welcoming everyone for carol singing by candlelight, and sharing in 
mulled wine and mince pies. More details of decorating the church will be 
announced nearer the time. 
 
Becky and John, Langford Crossing 
‘Friends of Langford Church and Gardens’ group 
Key holders – 07753117530 
 
  

 

“To every thing there is a season, and a time to every 

purpose under the heaven” (Ecclesiastes Chapter3, verse 1) 

 



Church Services for October 2024 

   

Sunday 6th   10.00 a.m. Harvest Festival  Holme 
(19th after Trinity) 
 

Sunday 13th   10.15 a.m. Harvest Festival  Winthorpe 
(20th after Trinity) 
       
Sunday 20th         10.00a.m. Holy Communion  Winthorpe 
(21st after Trinity)  
 
 
Saturday 26th   3.00p.m. East Trent Memorial Collingham 
     Service   St.John’s 

 
 

Sunday 27th      10.00a.m.  Morning Worship Langford 
(Bible Sunday)    5.00p.m Evening Prayer  Winthorpe 
 
 
 
Thursdays  1.30 – 3.30p.m.  Open Church  Winthorpe 
 

Every Day  10.00 – 4.00p.m. Open Church  Holme +  
        Langford 
 
 

For more information please visit the East Trent Churches website: 

www.easttrentchurches.org.uk 

 

 



 

  

 

 
 

 

Fresh Local Farm Milk 
unhomogenised 

Delivered to your door  
on Mondays, Wednesdays & 

Fridays in glass bottles 
£1.50 per litre bottle 

Produced, Pasteurised and 
Bottled in Danethorpe 

tel: Robin 07587 140106 



  

 

Home Tuition in 
Winthorpe 

Experienced teacher,  
private tutor and GCSE examiner 

 

Up to GCSE and A’ Level:  
English Language & Literature 

Up to GCSE: French, History, R.E. 
 

Contact Julie Hill: 01636 676079  
email: eledanjos12@outlook.com 

DBS Certificate  

 

BEAUTY THERAPIST & FOOT 
CARE PRACTITIONER 

 
Sports Massage, Scalp Massage, 

Facials, Aromatherapy, Reiki, 
Reflexology, Hopi Candles, 

Manicures, Pedicures and Waxing 
 

 Reliable, friendly and professional 
Over 30 yrs experience.  

Home visits.  
Call Amanda: 07976358272 

N.E.M  
PLUMBING SERVICES 

 
All types of  

plumbing work undertaken 
No Job too small  

No call out charge 
20 years of experience 

 
Contact Neil: 07774 163372 

or 01636 687104 
29, Woodlands, Winthorpe NG24 2NL 

mailto:eledanjos12@outlook.com


 


