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I have two favourite months: May and September, September mostly 
because it’s my birthday month; for me, May signifies the fullness of spring. 
So, what does May signify to you? Early spring has blown in with the winds of 
March, daffodils dancing in the breeze, baby lambs alongside their mothers in 
the fields; Easter has been celebrated, amid the to-and-fro of April’s frosts 
and sunshine, showers, warm and cold – and now here we are: MAY. May we 
put away the winter clothes? May we plant out our pots and borders? May 
we hang the washing on the line? May we remove the covers from the 
garden furniture and look forward to a little sunshine on the patio? 
 
May is the month of ‘Mary’ in the Christian calendar; it is associated with 
fertility in our ancient history, and May Pole dancing is still celebrated in 
villages and towns across our green and pleasant land. May Day festivities all 
but vanished following the English Civil War when Oliver Cromwell took 
control of the country in 1645. In 1891, the first day of May was designated 
International Workers’ Day and in 1978 was instituted as a Bank Holiday. 
And, of course, we can all remember the Coronation of King Charles III and 
Queen Camilla on 6th May 2023.  
 
Thank you to everyone who sent in an entry to the competition, suggesting a 
name for the cow at last year’s county show. It was a tough decision and 
Maybelline almost clinched it! Check out the article for the winner and the 
Dusty Bin prize! I hope to bring you another spectacular competition soon. 
 
This edition of Focal Point is packed with announcements of events coming 
up this month and next month, as well as lots of helpful information about 
taking care of yourselves and the community. Local groups are not only very 
active but also looking for new members to welcome along. Please keep in 
mind that, without your support, these groups cannot continue. So why not 
find out more about one or two? You MAY like what you discover!   

 
Julie Johnson-Hill (01636 676079) 

THE DEADLINE FOR JUNE’S EDITION IS 18TH MAY 

winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com  

MAY 2026 
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May Calendar 

When What Where 

Fri            1st    Green bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon        4th  Bank Holiday Monday  

Mon        4th  Silver bin Winthorpe 

Mon        4th  Brown bin All 

Mon        4th  Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue          5th   Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed        6th  WAWA meeting Winthorpe 

Wed        6th  Teal bin (glass) Holme 

Fri            8th   Silver bin L’ford/ Holme 

Sat           9th  Nottinghamshire County Show Showground 

Mon      11th        Green bin Winthorpe 

Mon      11th  Village Lunch Winthorpe 

Mon      11th      Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        12th  Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed      13th  WI Winthorpe 

Fri          15th          Green bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      18th   Brown bin All 

Mon      18th     Silver bin Winthorpe 

Mon      18th      Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Mon      18th  Winthorpe Community Centre 
Charity AGM 

Winthorpe 

Tue        19th    Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed      20th  Garden Club Winthorpe 

Fri         22nd   Silver bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      25th  Green bin Winthorpe 

Mon      25th  Bank Holiday Monday  

Mon      25th  Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        26th Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Fri          29th Green bin L’ford/Holme 



The Winthorpe Community Centre Charity 

Please 
contact Richard Cuene-Grandidier if you would like to join the 100 Club: 

rcgracing@yahoo.co.uk   Telephone: 07932 110915 
 

 

Due to Bank Holiday Mondays in May, the mobile library will not be calling at 

our villages this month. The telephone number for all enquiries and matters 

regarding the mobile library service is 0115 8043196 (Southwell Library). 

Defibrillator codes for Winthorpe 
Village Hall: CY543 
Community Centre: C159X  
Pocklington Crescent: C159X 
Defibrillator code for Holme 
Phone Box at junction of Langford Lane and High Steeet. No code needed.  

 

Focal Point Online Edition 

The online edition of Focal Point is easy to find on the Winthorpe Village 

Website, and it’s in full colour! Just go to: 
 https://www.winthorpewithlangford-pc.gov.uk/focal-point-current-back-issues  

As well as the current issue, you can read previous issues, going back as far as 

2007. Focal Point is not only delivered free to residents of Winthorpe, 

Langford and Holme, but is free to read online by anyone, anywhere.Don’t 

forget to contact the editor about any events or activities happening in 

Winthorpe, Langford or Holme, so that they can be included in Focal Point. 

Email: winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com  Tel: 01636 676079 

mailto:rcgracing@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.winthorpewithlangford-pc.gov.uk/focal-point-current-back-issues
mailto:winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com


 PHYSIOTHERAPY: HOME VISITS IN 
WINTHORPE AND SURROUNDING 

VILLAGES 
Professional and caring help and advice with pain 

management, exercise and rehabilitation. 
Over 30 years of experience. 

Assessment and ‘hands on’ treatment of: 
• Pain - Acute or Chronic 
• Painful joints, including back pain/neck pain and trapped 

nerves 
• Muscular injuries 
• Post operative rehabilitation 
• Advice on mobility and balance problems 
• ACUPUNCTURE for pain relief 
For more information, contact Jane phone: 07598 075165 

or email: enquiries@jsphysio-lincoln.co.uk    
www.jspysio-lincoln.co.uk 

mailto:enquiries@jsphysio-lincoln.co.uk


WINTHORPE VILLAGE HALL 
 

Winthorpe Village Hall is in urgent need of three new Trustees to assist in the 
continued running and upkeep of the Village Hall. 
 
The Village Hall is a registered Charity, run by the Board of Trustees for the 
benefit of the village and for use by village organisations. It is used regularly 
for meetings of the Parish Council and Neighbourhood Watch, as well as for 
social gatherings.  
 
Assistance will be given to any new Trustee to ensure that they are 
comfortable with the role and the responsibilities of being a Trustee. 
 
If you are interested in possibly becoming a Trustee and would like further 
details, please contact Susie Conning on 07968 855448,  Joan Lord on 07792 
110540 or Lee Cammack on 07597230912. 
 

 
 

Calling all Painters! 

The Parish Council is looking for anybody with a paint brush, a pot and a little 

bit of free time, to help improve our community. 

The low-level fencing around the Community Centre needs refurbishing and 

protecting. We are looking to get a team of painters together. Wood 

preserver will be provided; all you will need is a brush and ideally a pot 

This event will take place on either 7th or 14th June, dependent on which day 
is best supported by volunteers. If you are able to help, please contact  

Parish Councillor Leane Cutts, stating which date (if any) you prefer:  
 leane.cutts@winthorpewithlangford-pc.gov.uk 

 
Tea, coffee and bacon butties will be provided for the workers. If enough 

people participate, it should only take a few hours, so please do come along 

and get involved! 

 

mailto:leane.cutts@winthorpewithlangford-pc.gov.uk


  



Nottinghamshire County Show  
Competition Winners! 

 
First Prize: a Family Ticket to Nottinghamshire County Show 

on 9th May 
 

Second Prize: Milk and Cream from Hargreaves’ Dairy 
 

Thank you to everyone who took part in this competition – I really enjoyed 
reading your suggestions for the name of this beautiful cow, photographed at 
last year’s county show. 

In the end, I had to make a 
choice – and it wasn’t easy! 
Hargreaves Dairy helped me 
out a little by providing a 
brilliant second prize. I must 
stress, however, that the 
prize of milk and cream was 
not produced by this 
particular cow! 

First Prize goes to Rachael 
Rickell, who sent in this 
suggestion, which I love: 

“Her name is Lola, She was a showgirl”  
 

Second Prize goes to Stuart Wright, who made the clever suggestion of 
Countess Maybelline (the county show is held in May). 

I have also ‘created’ what I am calling a Dusty Bin Prize, which has been won 
by Les Murray, who submitted a rather naughty name with a detailed 
explanation as to why he thought it was an appropriate suggestion. Les wins 
a stress ball to help him calm down and a notebook so that he can regularly 
jot down his original thoughts, as and when they occur to him! 

Julie Johnson-Hill (editor) 
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Looking to grow your own fresh fruit and vegetables? 

Now’s your chance! 

Winthorpe Village Allotments currently have one and a half plots available. 

Whether you’re an experienced gardener or just starting out,  
this is a great opportunity to enjoy: 

 
Homegrown produce 

Time outdoors in a peaceful setting 

A friendly, local gardening community 

Get in touch today to express your interest or to arrange a visit: 

Miles Harriman: 07710086299 

 

Winthorpe Summer Festival  

Saturday 27
th

 June 2026  

Another reminder to put the above date in your diary!   
 

You can look forward to enjoying the various stalls and displays, Classic 
Cars Exhibition, entertainment, games, children’s races, raffle, 

refreshments, bar and BBQ. 
 

Please contact me if you would like any further information or if you are 
interested in helping in any way.  

 
We are beginning to collect raffle prizes, so if you have anything you 
would like to donate, please do.  You can contact me for collection or 

deliver to me at The Old School House, 7 Gainsborough Road.  
 

More information will be forthcoming in the next edition of Focal Point.  
 

Sue Masheder  
Winthorpe Summer Festival Organiser 

 07714548561   



 



Taking Care of Your Health and Wellbeing 
 

Understanding The Health Conditions That Can Affect Hearing 
While many people associate hearing loss with ageing, a range of health 
conditions can also affect your hearing, often gradually and without obvious 
warning signs. 
 
Conditions such as diabetes, high blood pressure and cardiovascular disease 
can reduce blood flow to the delicate structures of the inner ear, impacting 
hearing over time. Ear infections, excessive wax build-up, and repeated 
exposure to loud noise can also cause temporary or permanent hearing 
difficulties. In some cases, hearing changes may be linked to thyroid 
problems, autoimmune conditions, or side effects from certain medications. 
 
Because hearling loss often develops slowly, many peopple don’t notice the 
changes at first. Family members may comment that the television is too 
loud, or conversations may become harder to follow, especially in busy 
environments. Early detection can make a significant difference to 
communiaction, confidence and quality of life.  
 
Routine hearing checks can identify problems 
early and may highlight wider health issues to 
discuss with your GP. Looking after your hearing 
is an important part of your overall wellbeing. 
 
What action can you take if you are concerned about your hearing? 
Always see a GP first if: 

• you also have other symptoms, like earache or discharge – this could 
be something easily treatable like an earwax build-up or ear infection 

• you have sudden hearing loss in one ear 
You can get a free hearing test on the NHS. Your GP may refer you to a 
hearing specialist (audiologist) who can do the test.  
 
Some pharmacies and opticians can do hearing tests. The test is often free, 
although you will normally have to pay for any treatment you might need 
(such as hearing aids). 

Jenn Treadgold 
(Dispensing Optician and Practice Partner, Optique, Collingham) 

http://111.wales.nhs.uk/encyclopaedia/e/article/earwax
http://111.wales.nhs.uk/encyclopaedia/e/article/earinfection


Update from Newark Health Consultative Group 20th March 2026 

Newark Healthcare Consultative Group acts as a community liaison, 

bringing together parish council representatives to discuss local healthcare 

services, within the area covered by the Newark Primary Care Network. 

• NHS re-organisation. The Integrated Care Boards of Nottinghamshire, 

Derbyshire and Lincolnshire are to coalesce under a streamlined 

management model (Integrated Care Hub). A reduction in the 

number of managers is promised, as are improvements in IT and local 

public transport, and increased numbers of Resident (junior) doctors. 

• Ask For Newark Campaign. Did you know that if you are offered an 

outpatient appointment via your GP at a hospital distant from your 

home, you are entitled to request to be seen at Newark, provided 

that your particular specialty holds clinics there? There may be a 

slightly longer wait to be seen at Newark, but we should use our local 

facilities as much as possible. 

• Jess’s rule. Following the death of Jessica Brady of cancer, aged 27, 

Jess’s rule is an initiative to encourage GPs to reflect, review and 

rethink a diagnosis, if a patient presents THREE times with the same 

complaint. For more information please visit: 

www.england.nhs.uk/long-read/jesss-rule-three-strikes-and-we-

rethink or check out the poster on Winthorpe village website. 

Please be aware that a new dedicated link to Health Matters has been added 

to the village website.  Recently added: 

• End of Life Resource 

• Family Hub Resource 

• Jess’s rule 

Further additions will be notified via Focal Point. 

Andrew Parkin (Parish Councillor) 

ajparkin52@gmail.com 

http://www.england.nhs.uk/long-read/jesss-rule-three-strikes-and-we-rethink
http://www.england.nhs.uk/long-read/jesss-rule-three-strikes-and-we-rethink
mailto:ajparkin52@gmail.com


Proposed footpath across The Rack. 
 

You may be aware that, for many years, it was possible to walk from the 
railway crossing at Holme Lane along the River Trent, towards the bridge 
which carries the A1 over the river, and from there to pick up a public 
footpath that leads into Newark. 
 
In recent months this route across The Rack, as the land is known, has been 
closed off by the landowner to prevent unwelcome access, often by youths 
on quad bikes, which disturbs the fishermen, whose club own the land. 
Although there has never been a public right of way across this stretch of 
land, following discussion with the Parish Council, the landowners are willing 
in principle to allow a Permissive Path to be laid around the perimeter of 
their land for pedestrian use only, with certain conditions of use in place 
(keep to the path, dogs on a lead, etc). This would be a relatively expensive 
exercise to carry out and would require funding grants to be secured from 
various commercial bodies before we could consider moving ahead with it. 
We would not and could not fund it from the Parish Precept. 
 

Before taking any further steps on this 
initiative, we need to know how well used by 
yourselves the path would be, as there's no 
point going to the expense and effort of 
providing this facility if nobody uses it. 
Therefore, can I please ask that you contact me 
on my new Parish Council email and let me 
know your thoughts on this matter? 

mark.kneen@winthorpewithlangford-pc.gov.uk  

▪ Did you use this route into Newark previously when it was available, 
and how often? 

▪ Are there more important tasks we should be focusing on to benefit 
our community, and if so, what are they? 

▪ Is this the first you've heard about this topic, and it would never cross 
your mind to walk into Newark except via the underpass at the 
bottom of the village? 

Please let me know - I want to hear from you. 
Mark Kneen (Parish Councillor) 

mailto:mark.kneen@winthorpewithlangford-pc.gov.uk


Winthorpe Community Centre Charity  
Annual General Meeting 

Monday 18th May, 7:00pm - 7:30pm 
 at Winthorpe Community Centre. 

 
The above meeting is open to local residents so if you would like to attend, 
please email the Secretary, Michele Cammack cammacks31@gmail.co  at 
least one week before the meeting.  
 
The meeting will cover the election of the Executive Committee members 
and will receive reports from the Chairman and the Treasurer. 
 

 
              

Newark Food Bank 
 

The most recent delivery from us to the 
Foodbank weighed in at 35.3kg. Thank you to 

those of you who so generously and faithfully donate. Now that the Lord 
Nelson is open again, please seriously consider putting a food donation in the 
collection box there, in the first room on the left, before the bar. Perhaps 
when you go to collect your takeaway, attend a group, use the Thursday 
morning Post Office, or just go for a drink. Please make use of it. 

The items most needed at the moment are: long life fruit juice, UHT milk, 
tinned meat, pasta sauce, tinned tomatoes, all sorts of tinned fruit and 
vegetables, packets of instant mash, pasta sauce, men’s and women’s 
toiletries. Collection points in Winthorpe are: 

• Church porch, whenever there is a service on, and also Thursday 
1.30pm-3.30pm during open church. 

• The Lord Nelson 

• The black swing bin by my front door, 11 Gainsborough Rd, 
Winthorpe, available 24/7. 

If you would prefer to donate via your bank, the Foodbank details are: 
NatWest, sort code 54 10 23, a/c no. 19405812 
 
Thank you, Jane White 

mailto:cammacks31@gmail.co


Winthorpe Amateur Wine Association (WAWA) 
Celebrating Our Third Anniversary! 

 
From a small meeting organised by Elaine Parkin in the Lord Nelson just over 
three years ago, WAWA was born and has grown into a successful local 
group, which now has 49 members! We meet on the first Wednesday of the 
month and have ten meetings each year. Every meeting has its own character 
and style: often there is a theme, as a selection of wines are presented and 
tasted. We have welcomed representatives of national supermarkets and 
national wine merchants, as well as small independent producers and 
retailers. From time to time, a few group members have presented a full 
wine tasting evening. Two or three times a year, we like to put together an 
evening where six members each present a favourite wine to the group; 
these sessions are quite informal and no presentation skills are necessary – 
we love to share our members’ favourites and stories associated with them. 
 
WAWA evenings offer the opportunity to learn about wine, its production, 
the many countries that produce it and the types of foods it can be paired 
with. We sample wines in a friendly, social atmosphere, exchanging opinions 
and discovering wines we might otherwise not think of trying. The group has 
grown so much that we now mostly need to meet in the Community Centre, 
although occasionally we still meet at the Village Hall, when there are fewer 
members attending. Thirty-five of us gathered for our April meeting, when 
we enjoyed wines presented by Ross from Laithwaite's. 
 
Future sessions will include Wines from Islands (6th May) with Max Allwood 
from Thorne Wines, an in-house session with recommended wines from the 
TV programme Saturday Kitchen (3rd June) and our AGM (1st July). As usual, 
we are looking for six volunteers from our members to present a favourite 
wine at the tasting that will follow the AGM. WAWA will cover the cost of the 
bottles of wine purchased for the presentation. 
 
Volunteers don’t need to be experienced presenters and there’s no ‘script’ to 
follow. If you would like to share a favourite wine with the rest of the group, 
we’d love to hear from you. Please let us know your wine choice and feel free 
to ask as many questions as you wish about the format for the evening and 
how your ‘segment’ will fit in: winthorpewineassoc@gmail.com 

Helen Bradley (secretary) 

mailto:winthorpewineassoc@gmail.com


 



WINTHORPE WI 
 

The Book Club met on 26th March at the Lord Nelson to review The Glass 
House by Eve Chase. We came to the conclusion that the storyline was 
unbelievable and didn't flow, and that the characters were strange; despite 
this, the book was fairly enjoyable.  Our next meeting will be held at 2.00pm 
at the Lord Nelson on Tuesday 21st April, when we will be reviewing You Are 
Here by David Nicholls. 
  
Our meeting on 8th April was Party Time, with beautifully decorated tables, 
and lovely food, which was provided by way of a faith supper. Thank you 
bouquets were given out to three non-committee members, who had helped 
with the running of the group during the year, and the birthday of Viv, our 
President/Secretary, was celebrated.  
 
Entertainment was provided by three lady volunteers from Southwell 
Workhouse, who assumed the personae of residents of the workhouse, to 
tell their story. Quite often many individuals  ended up in the workhouse 
through no fault of their own and, quite surprisingly, some of them even had 
happy endings. 
  
PLEASE NOTE: our next meeting will be held in the VILLAGE HALL on 
Wednesday 13th May at 7.30pm, when we will be discussing the Resolutions 
to be put forward to the WI National Federation Annual Meeting; a glass of 
wine will be provided!  
 
With the exception of April and December, all our meetings will be held in 
the Village Hall at 7.30pm on the second Wednesday of each month. Visitors 
are most welcome to join us.  The first visit is free of charge; subsequent 
visits will incur the increased charge of £6.00. 
  

Pauline Lockwood 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Probus Club of Newark & District 
We are currently looking for new members! 

 
PROBUS is NOT a fundraising organisation. It exists to provide a social forum, 

fellowship and friendship for like-minded people. Probus is not affiliated to a 

central organising body and each Probus Club sets its own rules. There are no 

upper or lower age limits. 

The Probus Club of Newark and District meets on the fourth Wednesday of 

every month, at 12 noon, at The Belvedere Club, London Road, Newark. We 

come together for lunch, followed by an informative and entertaining talk by 

a guest speaker. 

We have a summer outing and Christmas Lunch; we welcome partners and 

guests of our members to join us for both of these special events. 

If you are retired or semi-retired and enjoy the company of like-minded 

people, we would love to hear from you. We have a number of members in 

Winthorpe and surrounding villages, some of whom are able to help with 

transport to the meetings, if needed. 

If you are interested in finding out more about Probus, please contact Les 

Francis (President). Tel. 07552416134 email: leslie.francis11@btinternet.com 

************************************************************** 
 
Here are the answers to last month’s Pop Music quiz – how did you do? 

1. On the Road Again by Canned Heat  
2. Hot Stuff by Donna Summer 
3. It Started With a Kiss by Hot Chocolate 
4. The Heat is On by Glenn Frey 
5. Viva La Vida by Coldplay 
6. The Zephyr Song by Red Hot Chilli Peppers 
7. Hot Legs by Rod Stewart 
8. Frozen by Madonna 
9. Hot Love by T Rex 
10. Cool for Cats by Squeeze 
11. Some like it Hot by Power Station 
12. As Cold as ice by Foreigner 

mailto:Leslie.francis@btinternet.com


Winthorpe Garden Club 
 

Our AGM was attended by twenty seven members, with apologies received 

from four others.  During the past year, the number of members has 

increased to forty, though this is still below pre-pandemic levels. There being 

no matters arising from the previous AGM, the chairman reviewed the 

activities of the 2025/2026  season. The three day trip to Devon was a great 

success, as was the day trip to Breezy Knees in Yorkshire. 

The chairman asked for volunteers to run the refreshments and the monthly 

raffle, to ensure greater equanimity in these tasks.  A popular introduction 

this year was the provision of home-made cakes. Those providing raffle prizes 

and helping with the running of the club were thanked and duly applauded. 

Jeanne Allen volunteered to undertake writing the garden club reports for 

Focal Point. At a committee meeting prior to the AGM, Pat Finn indicated 

that he would be stepping down from providing quizzes in early 2027.  He 

was thanked and warmly applauded for providing entertaining and 

informative quizzes from the very beginnings of the club. At the same 

committee meeting, new committee member, Les Francis, volunteered to 

take on the role of quiz master. 

All club officers agreed to continue in their present roles.  The respective 

secretaries of programme and outings gave comprehensive reports and the 

treasurer revealed that, although the club is on a sound financial footing, 

increased costs necessitated increasing the annual subscription to £25. 

Following the meeting, our plant sale raised £44.45; unsold plants were given 

to Susie Conning for planting in the gardens of Beaumont House Hospice. 

 

Our next meeting on May 20th will be addressed by two ladies from 

Derbyshire, who style themselves as the Potty Plotters.  Sounds intriguing. 

 

Should anyone be interested in joining our two day outing to Tatton Hall and 

RHS Bridgewater on June 17th and 18th, there are places available.  For more 

information please contact Ian Wilson on 01636 686249.  

Ian Wilson 



Our next Parish Council meeting in May will be our AGM 
and, at this time of the year, we reflect on the previous 
year and start to look forward to the future. As usual, I 
will be compiling a Chair’s Annual Report, where I try to 
pull together all the work the Parish Council and the 
community have delivered during the year; this should 
be available for the AGM. Following the meeting, we will 

ensure that it is posted on the Parish Council section of the Website.  

Overall, it’s been a good year, with much progress having been made. Looking 
forwards, we have many challenges ahead. Whilst we still don’t know when 
the start date will be announced for the construction phase of the new A46, 
we should find out later this year. Once the work begins, we will undoubtedly 
be impacted by noise, light and air pollution, as well as significant access 
issues, so it’s important that we work together with National Highways and 
other local communities, in order to minimise the impact. 

Another possible major impact on our parish could be the proposed housing 
development between the A1133 and Gainsborough Road. We are waiting for 
Newark & Sherwood District Council to decide on whether this project could 
go forward to further discussion; as yet, we have no further information. As 
soon as we know more, we will obviously let you know. 

Other challenges we will have to face over the next year include Local 
Government Re-organisation, the expansion of commercial development on 
the Showground site and the Tritax development on the A17, in addition to all 
the usual day to day issues, so it’s going to be a busy year! 

Neighbourhood Plan Future Planning 
As mentioned in the last edition of Focal Point, we are now moving to the 
delivery stage of our Neighbourhood Plan. At the last meeting of the Parish 
Council on 16th April, we agreed to hold a separate council meeting, to run 
through the policies and ideas laid out in the plan and to start to pull together 
a delivery plan for the next 10 years. As you may have noticed, we have 
already achieved some early goals (tree planting etc) which we needed to 
move forward as early as possible. We are working on other projects, such as 
the re-working of the Coronation Bank, the future of the old skate park and 
the footpath along the Winthorpe Rack. We now need to move to defining 

    Winthorpe with Langford Parish Council 

 



the longer term ideas and, as mentioned last month, this is where you will 
have the chance to get involved and have your say.   
 
So, what else has been happening around the Parish? 
As you know, we have been trying to work with and persuade Notts County 
Council Highways and their contractors, VIA, over the last few years, to carry 
out certain works in the parish; sadly, progress has been very disappointing 
and frustrating. You will be pleased to know that we have recently seen their 
programme of works for 2026/27 and – at the moment – this includes a 
£500k project to improve Drove Lane and a £250k investment in Holme Lane, 
Langford, where part of the road has almost collapsed. As you may remember 
from previous Focal Point articles, we have several other concerns around the 
parish (safety of the A1133 and the Gainsborough Road junction etc), which 
we are continuing to discuss with our County Councillor (Janette Barlow). 
However, yet again, we are finding making any progress very frustrating.  
 
To try and improve this relationship with Notts County Council and to develop 
a stronger hand, on 13th April we hosted the first Collingham Area Chairs 
meeting in Winthorpe Village Hall. It is clear that all Parish Councils in the 
area share many of the same concerns and frustrations, particularly with 
Notts County Council, so we hope that the strength provided by a collective 
approach will deliver action. We have decided to hold back on further action 
for the next six months, to allow time for some of the actions in their 2026/27 
Plan to start or to be delivered. Overall, this situation has been going on for 
far too long and, if progress is not made, then I believe our only next step is 
to discuss the situation with local media, as this seems to work! 
 
Just as a reminder, we have two vacancies for Parish Councillors. One or two 
residents have shown an interest and I will be following this up over the 
next few weeks. Further details will be available on the village website; if 
you are interested, please contact me on my new e-mail below. 
 
And finally……..That’s all for this month. The next Parish Council meeting will 
be on Thursday 21st May. All minutes and meeting agendas are available on 
the parish website but if you have any comments or ideas in the meantime, 
as always please let me know.  

Paul Smith (PC Chair)  
paul.smith@winthorpewithlangford-pc.gov.uk 

mailto:paul.smith@winthorpewithlangford-pc.gov.uk


Collingham Ramblers 
Walks programme for May, June, July and August  2026  

a new activity for the summer months 
 

If you enjoy walking and the great outdoors,  
why not join up with COLLINGHAM RAMBLERS? 

(affiliated to the National Ramblers Organisation )  
 

Come along with like minded people and admire the fantastic English 
countryside in all its guises, seasonal colour and glory, enjoying the many 
benefits of time spent in good company in the great outdoors. 
 
Walks take place locally in Nottinghamshire and adjacent counties, and are 
organised and guided by experienced members of the group. The walks 
programme for the next 4 months of 2026 is shown below. Fortnightly 
Sunday walks are between 6 and 8 miles, with coffee and picnic lunch stops 
en route. There may also be monthly midweek walks arranged of 
approximately 4-5 miles. 
 
SUNDAYS:  
May 10th and 24th  June 7th and 21st  
July 5th and 19th   August  2nd and 30th  
 
For more information about this friendly group and specific walk details, 
please contact Nina Ward:  ninajward17@gmail.com 
Nina Ward ( Collingham Ramblers Walks Co-ordinator ) 
 

 

Coddington & Winthorpe Cricket Club 

Home fixtures for May 2026 

3rd May: Sunday Development Team vs Keyworth 5ths 

9th May: Saturday 1st Team vs Poplars 

10th May: Sunday Development Team vs Belvoir 3rds 

16th May Saturday 2nd Team vs Watton & Aslockton 2nds 

23rd May: Saturday 1st Team vs Gedling Colliery 3rds 

24th May: Sunday Development Team vs Bingham 5ths 

30th May: Saturday 2nd Team vs Attenborough 4ths  

mailto:ninajward17@gmail.com


WINTHORPE TENNIS CLUB 

Winthorpe Tennis Club has two hard courts by the 
Community Centre. The club, which currently has 
about 30 members, is getting ready for the summer 
ahead. The members are a group of people who 
enjoy playing tennis of varying standard from 
beginners upwards. There is no booking system: if 

somebody is waiting, members agree a time between themselves (up to an 
hour). Membership costs just £10. 

Plans for the months ahead: 

• Tennis Coaching – if there is sufficient interest we will re-launch 
Coaching (with local coaches from Caunton Tennis club) 

• Junior Tennis – a time will be specified if there is sufficient interest 
• Adult Tennis is starting at 4:30 pm on Sundays  
• If  there is enough interest the committee will be arranging a 

“friendly” league For more information please contact Jonny on 
powell.jonny@gmail.com  

or 07767 41136  https:www.winthorpe.org.uk/tennis-club 

mailto:powell.jonny@gmail.com


COLLINGHAM CARS 

Exclusively serving Collingham and surrounding areas 

Fully Licensed Private Hire/HackneyCarriage : DBS Checked :  

Airport pick up/drop off : Hospital appointments : Shopping trips : 

Competitive rates : ANY journey undertaken : Female drivers : 

Call Penny on 0783 33 15 928 
 

EDLIN ROOFING 
Contact us for a free quote, no job too small 

01636 674884                                      07983604893 
 

richardedlinpropertyservices@hotmail.co.uk 
www.edlinroofingnewark.co.uk 

 

 

Advertising Space Available 

Focal Point is delivered free, every month of the year, to all residents 

of Winthorpe, Langford and Holme, as well as Winthorpe School and 

The Lord Nelson. It is also free to read online. Connect your business  

with our readers. This space will cost you just £90 for a whole year! 

CLIVE SMITH  
Your Local Decorator             

 

Interior & Exterior Painting and Decorating 

Quality Work – Prompt Attention – Free Estimates 

Tel. 01636 679904 or 07742412081 

 

mailto:richardedlinpropertyservices@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.edlinroofingnewark.co.ukk/


 



All Saints’ Church, 

Winthorpe 

I am writing the May Notes on a warm, breezy day 

with the occasional April shower- so much to look 

forward to out and about now that Spring is 

exploding with life and the Lord Nelson is open! 

We hosted a wonderful Service of Light on Easter Eve for the East Trent 

Group, where the church looked its beautiful best – every available space 

was filled with colourful Easter arrangements.  

We held our APCM last week and it is always lovely to thank all the different 

groups of people who support church in so many ways: the Cleaners, the 

Flower Ladies, the Readers, the Brasses, Refreshments, Bell Ringers – church 

could not look and perform as it does without all their help. We are also 

indebted to so many in the village who attend all our fundraising events, we 

hope you have enjoyed the different activities and thank you for all your 

contributions which are helping us see through this period of Vacancy. 

We hold the usual Services in church this month with Holy Communion being 

at Langford this time. 

Early notice of the Village Festival on Saturday 27th June. Church will again be 

running Tombola and Bric a Brac stalls from 1pm. Any donations of prizes 

and/or items for both tables would be very much appreciated. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with anyone who is ill, hospitalised or facing a 

bereavement at this time.  

Tisha Applewhite (Churchwarden)  

Tel. 01636 643763 or 07896821414                 

Email: tishapplewhite@msn.com 

Church Cleaners     Mrs P. Lockwood and Mrs J. Butler 

mailto:tishapplewhite@msn.com


St Bartholomew’s Church, 
Langford 

Langford Church and Church Garden news 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting – all welcome 

The annual church meeting will be on Tuesday 12th May starting at 6pm in 

the church; anyone registered in the parish of Langford is welcome to come 

along. At the annual meeting the churchwarden, treasurer and secretary will 

be elected for the year to come. There will be opportunity for the local 

community to hear about church activities over the past year and be involved 

in sharing ideas about what happens in the church and gardens over the 

coming year. 

Our church is the only community building in our village and any support or 

small contributions of time will help keep it open and serving the community 

in the years to come. Come and find out more about the ‘Friends of Langford 

Church and Gardens Group’ and ways you might be able to get involved. 

Due to the soggy conditions in the churchyard, our first gardening event of 
the year will be slightly later than usual on Saturday 9th May from 1.30pm to 
3.30pm. A warm welcome is extended to anyone who is able to contribute a 
little of their time towards keeping the church gardens well maintained and 
welcoming for all its visitors. Tools supplied or bring your own. 

Jerry Steele, Church Warden 

01636 893143 

 

 

    
  

Spring gardening event at Langford Church 



St. Giles Church, Holme 

Dear Friends and Supporters of St Giles’ Church 

One of the things that’s true about St Giles is that there 

is always some detail or other in the church that appears as if new; 

something we’d never noticed before but which 

suddenly comes to light.  Last month this happened 

quite literally when a researcher from Ely Cathedral 

got in touch to ask about some ‘Lost Prophets’: 

stained glass that was supposedly in our church but 

which, according to Ely’s records, had formed the 

design for a window in the cathedral.  Neither Nigel 

nor I recognised the figures, but it didn’t take long on 

a sunny morning to find them at the top of one of the 

east windows.  We don’t know who they are, or what 

they are doing, or how they found their way to us – 

that will have to wait until the researcher visits. 

But there was a more direct message too.  When we 

were looking for the prophets, we found some writing 

elegantly scratched into one of the panels in the same 

window, which again had gone unnoticed by us.  

Perhaps from one of the restorers of the church, 

perhaps older, but very clear: “To please all is hard 

work, you may depend, you may start your work by day but God knows when 

you’ll end”.  Very true.  Pop into church and see if you can find it – messages 

about God are all around us if we look carefully. 

With best wishes, Nigel and Simon  
 
Nigel Priestley (Churchwarden) 07801 723468 
Email: nigel.priestley10@gmail.com  
 
Simon Hosking (Churchwarden) 01636 679641 

 

mailto:nigel.priestley10@gmail.com


More About Glass in St Giles’ Church, Holme 

The windows at Holme include glass of every century from the 13th to the 

17th. Prior to their reconstruction in 1933 by Nevil Truman, the windows, in 

common with the rest of the church, were in a deplorable state. Glass that 

had fallen out had been replaced incorrectly and in some instances partly 

bricked up and patched with plate glass. The reconstruction cleaned and 

brought the fragments together in their proper places. 

The Quire 
Inscriptions run along the bottom with little portraits of the donors and their 
families. Above these are three coats of arms. The shields from left to right 
are Barton and Bingham, Barton, Barton, Ratcliffe, Lee and Ashton. 
 
Three figures of saints occupy the lights with canopies above. The centre 

figure is a bishop; that on the left a priest and on the right is a figure in a 

white alb.  

Diamond-shaped quarries with the John Barton’s merchant’s mark, his initials 

and his rebus – a ‘bar’ and a ‘tun’ – can be seen many times in the 

groundwork. The inscription reproduces the original one. It reads: “Pray for 

the soul of John Barton of Holme, merchant of the Staple of Calais, Builder of 

this church, who died 1491 and for Isabella his wife. The fragments of his 

glass in the three centre lights were reconstructed by Nevil Truman of 

Nottingham 1933.” 

The lower two quatrefoils form a ‘Coronation of our Lady’, whilst the upper 

quatrefoils include the arms of Annesley and Leigh. The traceries show 

censing angels in the outer lights of the top four and Tudor roses in the 

smaller lights. 

The scheme for the three centre main lights was worked out by Nevil Truman 

and reconstructed by George and Dennis King of Norwich. The reconstruction 

of the outer main lights and the traceries was worked out by Nevil Truman; 

Mr H T Hinks of Nottingham being the craftsman. 

The information above is just a ‘snippet’. For full details (with diagrams) of 

the glass throughout this beautiful historic church, follow this link: 

https://southwellchurches.nottingham.ac.uk/holme/hglass.php 

https://southwellchurches.nottingham.ac.uk/holme/hhistory.php#restoration
https://southwellchurches.nottingham.ac.uk/holme/hglass.php


Church Services for May 2026 

 

   

Sunday 3RD      
(5th  of Easter)   10.00am Morning Worship    Holme 
 
Sunday 10th    
(6th of Easter)  10.15am Morning Worshipe  Winthorpe  
 
Sunday 17th  
(7th of Easter)  10.00am Holy Communion Langford 
 
Sunday 24th  6.00pm  Evening Prayer  Winthorpe 
(Pentecost) 
 
 
 
Only on a Service day      Langford 

Every Thursday  1.30 – 3.30pm Open Church  Winthorpe 
 
Every Day  10.00 – 4.00pm Open Church  Holme 
 

 
For more information please visit the East Trent Churches website: 

www.easttrentchurches.org.uk 

 

 

http://www.easttrentchurches.org.uk/


 

‘Miracles and Magic’ Pop Music Quiz 
Popular Songs that mention ‘miracle’ or ‘magic’ in the title. Name the song 
and the artiste/band. Songs range from 1963-1992 Try not to use Google!  
Give yourself 1 point for the song and 1 point for the artiste (26 available in 
total) 
Quiz compiled by Bob Warriner 
 
QUESTIONS 

1. I pledge you something wondrous, by easy peasy brains (1982) – 7,3,1,7 by 
6,5  

2. It’s possibly an amazing trick, by carry this with you (1992) –5,2,2,5 by 4,4 

3. A fantastical motor coach, by a famous TV doctor (1968) – 5,3 by 3,3 

4. A bewitching journey into the unknown, by a fabulous quartet (1967) – 
7,7,4, by 3,7  

5. The amazement of romance, by Rusty Chime undone (1986) – 3,7,2,4, by 
10 

6. Absolute sorcery by Australian Grease star (1980) – 5 by 6,6,4 

7. A type of conjuring, say, by a Lady Monarch (1986) – 1,4,2,5 by 5 

8. Quite simply, an illusion, by a qualified aviator (1974) – 5 by 5 

9. You’re able to achieve something fantastic, by the adoring generous scoop 
(1965) – 2,3,7,2,5 by 3,5,8 

10. A dark lady of the occult, by Tweedful Cam, remixed (1968) – 5,5,5, by 9,3 

11.  Her many small acts are inexplicable, by boys in blue (1981) 5,6,5,3,4,2,5 
by 3,6 

12. a short blow of air names a mythical creature, by a trio of Biblical 

characters (1963) –4,3,5,6 by 5,4,3,4  

Bonus:  the titles of two songs by Limmie 
and the Family Cookin’ : 1973 and 1974 

https://freepngimg.com/png/48372-musical-notation-symbol-images-free-clipart-hd
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Recipe for May 

May is synonomous with asparagus, so make the most of it with this light and 
delicious recipe, which brings together the freshness of asparagus and crab. 

Ingredients 
2 bunches asparagus 
300g dried linguine 
2 tbsp olive oil 
2 shallots, finely chopped 
1 red chilli, deseeded and finely chopped 
½ tsp fennel seeds, lightly crushed 
3 cloves garlic, finely sliced 
150g baby plum tomatoes, halved 
80ml white wine 
200g crab meat 
15g  finely chopped flat leaf parsley leaves  
1 unwaxed lime, zest and juice 
 
To prepare and cook 

1. Break off the woody ends of the asparagus by holding each spear 
towards its end and bending until it snaps off. Chop each spear into 
three pieces. 
 

2. Cook the linguine according to pack instructions, adding the 
asparagus for the final 3 minutes. Meanwhile, in a frying pan, heat 
the oil over a medium heat, then fry the shallots with a pinch of salt 
for 5 minutes. Add the chilli, fennel seeds and garlic; cook for 2 
minutes until slightly softened. Add the tomatoes; cook for another 5 
minutes, then add the wine and cook for 1 minute to slightly reduce. 
Stir in the crabmeat.  
 

3. Once the linguine is cooked but still has bite, use tongs to transfer it 
and the asparagus to the crab mixture. Toss to coat, adding a little 
pasta water, if needed, to create a glossy sauce. Cook for a couple of 
minutes then, just before serving, sprinkle over most of the parsley, 
the lime zest and juice and a little ground black pepper; toss to mix. 
Serve, scattering over the remaining parsley.  



  

 

 
 

 

Hargreaves Dairy 

Fresh Local Farm Milk  

unhomogenised  

Delivered to your door  

on Mondays, Wednesdays & 

Fridays in glass bottles  

£1.75 per litre bottle  

Produced, Pasteurised and 

Bottled in Danethorpe  

tel: Robin 07587 140106  



  

 

Home Tuition in 
Winthorpe 

Experienced teacher,  
private tutor and GCSE examiner 

Up to GCSE and A’ Level:  
English Language & Literature 

Up to GCSE: French, History, R.E. 
 

Contact Julie Hill: 01636 676079  
email: eledanjos12@outlook.com 

DBS Certificate  

BEAUTY THERAPIST & FOOT 
CARE PRACTITIONER 

 
Sports Massage, Scalp Massage, 

Facials, Aromatherapy, Reiki, 
Reflexology, Hopi Candles, 

Manicures, Pedicures and Waxing 
 

 Reliable, friendly and professional 
Over 30 yrs experience.  

Home visits.  
Call Amanda: 07976358272 

Town & Country Joinery Services 
Est. 1992, serving the Winthorpe area 

 

In the garden: Fencing repairs, garden 
gates, re-felting shed roofs 

In the home: kitchen alterations, 
general joinery, timber repairs 

 
Call Keith for a free estimate: 

07971 325270 
Quality work always 

Fully qualified and insured 

mailto:eledanjos12@outlook.com


 


