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Town & Country Joinery Services 
Est. 1992, serving the Winthorpe area 

 

In the garden: Fencing repairs, garden 
gates, re-felting shed roofs 

In the home: kitchen alterations, 
general joinery, timber repairs 

 
Call Keith for a free estimate: 

07971 325270 
Quality work always 

Fully qualified and insured 

Why Not 
Advertise Your Business or Event 

with Focal Point? 
 

We offer excellent rates with discounts if 
you advertise for 6 or 12 consecutive 

months. 
 

We also give generous discounts for 
events, groups and organisations within 

our neighbouring villages. 

If you would like to place an advert in Focal Point, please contact the editor for 
more information: winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com 

 

mailto:winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com


 
Every town in France has a square or a street named 8 Mai 1945, to mark VE 
Day. France was invaded and occupied during World War 2 so it is no surprise 
that on 8th May each year, the Tricoleur flag is flown from houses and public 
buildings alike, and there is a band playing in the early morning at the mairie 
in every village. Often this will be followed by a ‘coupe d’honneur’, a glass of 
champagne to mark the end of World War 2 in Europe. Here in the UK, in 
1945 the 8th May was a day and night of celebration with street parties to 
celebrate that Europe was no longer a war zone, after almost six years. And 
in 2025, across the land we celebrate 80 years since that great day and 
remember the bravery and sacrifice of everyone who defended freedom 
from tyranny, with many varied events to commemorate the occasion. Here 
in our three small villages, we have our own events for VE Day and I hope 
that you will find the time to go along to at least one of them. Look out for 
details of them in this edition of Focal Point. Many thanks to all those who 
have generously given their time to organise the events and to everyone who 
will be helping out over the four days of celebration, from Thursday 8th to 
Sunday 11th May. There is something there to appeal to everyone. 
 
I do hope that everyone had an enjoyable Easter and that you managed to 
make the most of the beautiful spring weather which visited us from time to 
time during April. May has always been my favourite month of the year and I 
do hope that it bring lots of warm sunshine so that we can shed those jackets 
and jumpers and enjoy relaxing outdoors with family and friends. 
 
Here at Focal Point we feel very fortunate to have the support of some loyal 
local businesses and I encourage everyone to support them by making use of 
their services. Without their contributions, Focal Point would be in danger of 
extinction. Huge thanks go to Newark Showground and Newark Air Museum 
for their generous competition prizes – do join in, you have nothing to lose 
and you could even be a winner! 

 Julie Johnson-Hill (01636 676079) 

THE DEADLINE FOR JUNE’S EDITION IS 18TH MAY 

winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com 

MAY 2025 
ISSUE NO. 532 
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May Calendar 

When What Where 

Fri            2nd   Green bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon        5th  Bank Holiday  

Mon        5th   Silver bin Winthorpe 

Mon        5th  Brown bin All 

Mon        5th  Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue          6th  Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed        7th  WAWA meeting Winthorpe 

Thur        8th  VE Day  

Fri            9th  Silver bin L’ford/ Holme 

Sun        11th  VE Day Afternoon Tea Winthorpe 

Mon      12th  Green bin Winthorpe 

Mon      12th  Village Lunch Winthorpe 

Mon      12th    Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        13th   Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed      14th  WI meeting Winthorpe 

Thur      15th  Parish Council meeting Winthorpe 

Fri          16th  Green bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      19th    Silver bin Winthorpe 

Mon      19th  Brown bin All 

Mon      19th  Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        20th   Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed      21st   Garden Club evening outing Winthorpe 

Fri          23rd     Silver bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      26th   Green bin Winthorpe 

Mon      26th  Bank Holiday  

Mon      26th  Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        27th  Community Cuppa Winthorpe  

Thur      29th  Teal bin (glass) W’thorpe/L’ford 

Fri          30th  Green bin L’ford/ Holme 



There will be no mobile library calling at our villages in May. 

 

Defibrillator codes for Winthorpe 
Village Hall: CY543 
Community Centre: C159X  
Pocklington Crescent: C159X 
Defibrillator code for Holme 
Phone Box at junction of Langford Lane and High Steeet. No code needed.  

The Winthorpe Community Centre Charity 

Please contact Richard Cuene-Grandidier if you would 
like to join the 100 Club: rcgracing@yahoo.co.uk   Telephone: 07932 110915 
 

 

Focal Point Online Edition 

The online edition of Focal Point is easy to find on the Winthorpe Village 

Website, and it’s in full colour! Just go to: 
 https://www.winthorpewithlangford-pc.gov.uk/focal-point-current-back-issues  

As well as the current issue, you can read previous issues, going back as far as 

2007. Focal Point is not only delivered free to residents of Winthorpe, 

Langford and Holme, but is free to read online by anyone, anywhere. 

Don’t forget to contact the editor about any events or activities happening in 

Winthorpe, Langford or Holme, so that they can be included in Focal Point. 

Email: winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com  Tel: 01636 676079 

 

mailto:rcgracing@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.winthorpewithlangford-pc.gov.uk/focal-point-current-back-issues
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Sunday 11th  May – Winthorpe with Langford  Parish Council  
Afternoon Tea to celebrate VE Day 

 
This is just a short reminder that our VE Day Afternoon Tea is being held on 
Sunday 11th May at Winthorpe Community Centre, 3-5pm. There are only a 
few places left so, if you are a resident of Winthorpe, Holme or Langford and 
would like to attend, please contact Denise Day: tel. 07932056097. This event 
is fully funded. There will also be a raffle. 
 
May we kindly ask that you bring your own cup and saucer/ beaker or, if you 
prefer to enjoy a glass of wine/fizz, please bring your own glass and wine. 
 
There is no charge for this event. We do hope that you are able to join us in 
our celebration of VE Day and we look forward to seeing you there. 

 
Winthorpe with Langford Parish Council 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

All Saints Church, Winthorpe 
VE DAY 80th ANNIVERSARY SERVICE 

Sunday 11th May at 10.15am 
 

Do come to celebrate and give thanks for this wonderful day in our history. 
There will be recordings made by the Imperial War Museum from members 
of the public who lived through VE Day, along with Churchill’s speech from 
the 8th May 1945 to listen to, as well as many hymns to sing.  The whole 
Service will complement the Afternoon Tea Party, which will take place later 
in the day at Winthorpe Community Centre. 



Peter Foden R.I.P. 
A Message of Thanks 

 
Jean and Family would like to thank all those who sent lovely cards, messages 
and flowers following Peter’s death on 9th March. Along with all the tributes 
in last month’s Focal Point, they have been a great comfort to us. 
 

 
 
The following tribute should have been included in last month’s Focal Point 
but was omitted, due to an oversight by the editor, for which I offer my 
apologies to Tisha Applewhite and to Peter’s family. 

Julie-Johnson-Hill 
 

Peter Foden 
By the time I met Peter he had already done much good work in the village. I 
was cajoled onto the Festival Committee by Alec Stewart, where Peter was 
Secretary/Chair. I soon understood why I was needed! As the youngest, I was 
to be sent up the ladder, putting the Festival bunting up, with Peter holding it 
and directing! The Festival ran like clockwork- everything was so well planned 
and organised.  
 
When he was well into his eighties, he still managed to re-paint the 
advertising sign for the Festival (which he had made) each year. I then 
seemed to follow Peter around, joining him on the Thomas Brewer Trust 
Committee, where again he worked tirelessly as Secretary. During these early 
years for me in the village Peter, along with Jean, was running the Village 
Lunch – a fundraising initiative for Winthorpe Community Centre. When I 
retired, I used to accompany my mother to this and it was a lovely monthly 
meeting place for 40/50 villagers. Much hard work went into these days but 
it was so well organised that, when Peter had had enough after 15 years, 
there was nothing for the successor to think about: just copy the tried and 
trusted plan. 
 
Peter was also a true friend and supporter of Winthorpe Church, taking a part 
every year in the Remembrance and Carol Services and this was reflected in 
the number of people who attended his funeral. 
 



He was a true gentleman and worked tirelessly for the village for so many 
years. We will not see the like of his sort again – a person so dedicated to 
village life for the betterment of the community. 

Tisha Applewhite 
 

Peter Foden Memorial Peal 
 

A full peal of Winthorpe bells, being arranged by Peter’s grandson Alistair, 
will be rung in his memory on Saturday 24th May, starting at 11am and 
finishing at approximately 2pm. This is the first Saturday following what 
would have been Peter’s 90th birthday. 

  
 
In tribute to Peter Foden, I have decided to reprint the article he sent to me 
in 2022 for the 500th edition of Focal Point. His understated words and his 
modesty shine through this article far better than I could ever express just 
how special and important he was to the village of Winthorpe. 

Julie Johnson-Hill (editor) 
YOUTH CENTRE 

[in 1980] When Focal Point started, the Youth Centre had been open for 

three years. It had previously been a contractors’ site hut during the 

construction of Cottam Power Station. Before that it had been used in Wales. 

I bought it partially dismantled for £10 and It was brought to Winthorpe in 

sections by Theo Godfrey. Bob 

McClymont was one of the team 

doing the handling. The sections 

were stored in the grounds of 

the then empty barn on Hargon 

Lane until a site could be found. 

Ken Bark was involved in 

obtaining County Council 

funding to cover the 

construction costs. Construction 

was carried out through the Job Creation Scheme by a group of lads managed 

by a supervisor. Each week the lads lined up in Jean’s kitchen to be paid.  



The plumbing work was done by Fred Gilbert. Decorating was carried out by 

members of the Youth Club and Committee. The total cost was £17,000.  

The youth club, both junior 

and senior, was attended by 

members from Winthorpe 

and the surrounding area. It 

was also the only building in 

the village large enough for 

adult events like dances. 

Some will still remember the 

50-50 dances, sometimes 

fancy dress, that were held.  

At the time that the Youth Centre was built, it was hoped it would last for 10 
to 15 years. In fact it lasted until 2000, when we replaced it with the 
Community Centre. By then it was held together by car body filler. After 
demolition the roof trusses were used in the construction of a foot bridge 
over the stream in our garden. 
Peter Foden 
 
 

Village Lunch 
 

The Village Lunch began in 2000, following the opening of Winthorpe 
Community Centre. For many years, it was run by Peter and Jean Foden. In 
recent months it has relocated from The Lord Nelson, returning to the 
Community Centre, and is held on the first Monday of each month, at 
12.30pm for 1pm. 

 
Now run by Emma Binch, former manager of The Lord Nelson, the village 

lunch costs £15 for a two course meal, cooked by Emma. Soft drinks, tea and 

coffee are available or you can bring your own alcoholic drink. For more 

information and to book your place for Monday 12th May, please contact 

Emma: 07547871562 

***Please note that the village lunch will be held on 12th May, 

as 5th May is a Bank Holiday*** 



On behalf of everyone associated with Focal Point, I wish to express our 
thanks to Sheila Bird for her hard work over the years as an exceptional 
volunteer distributor. Sheila created her own little sub-group within the 
team, ensuring that everyone in Langford and Langford Moor, received their 
copy of Focal Point. Enjoy your well-earned rest, Sheila! 

 
 

C2C2C CHARITY CYCLE RIDE 
On June 26th 2025, Steve Lord and Andrew Parkin will attempt the City to 
Coast to City (C2C2C) as part of the fund-raising team for the Notts and Lincs 
Air Ambulance service. The route goes from the city of Lincoln to Salfleet on 
the Lincolnshire coast and back again, a distance of 100 miles through 
beautiful countryside. 

 
Please help to support the intrepid duo in this important cause, as this is not 
only a personal challenge, but will also help to fund a service which can make 
a real difference in saving lives. Who knows when any one of us might need 
their expertise?  
 

Please give generously on our Just Giving websites:  
Steve: https://www.justgiving.com/page/steve-lord-2  
Andrew: https://www.justgiving.com/page/a-parkin-1 

or any other form of donation. 
 

Thanks, Steve and Andrew 
(PS we will be self-funding our own Vaseline) 

 
 

Tarmac is the proud recipient of a series of award wins at the 
prestigious MPA Quarries & Nature 2025 Awards in relation to Langford 
Lowfields. The event recognises excellence in habitat creation and 
biodiversity enhancement, showcasing how sustainable mineral extraction 
can leave a lasting positive legacy for nature. 
 
Follow this link to read the full article and find out more: 
  
https://www.tarmac.com/news/tarmac-celebrates-multiple-wins-at-mpa-
quarries-nature-2025-awards/ 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/steve-lord-2
https://www.justgiving.com/page/a-parkin-1
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mineralproducts.org%2FHomepage.aspx&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cd9e9cd2656c344a21d1908dd774c79c4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638797892520336657%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hir94AsRuBvxOk5KmqEq04dj4WqgGFm1yRmkQJ6C4uA%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tarmac.com%2Fnews%2Ftarmac-celebrates-multiple-wins-at-mpa-quarries-nature-2025-awards%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cd9e9cd2656c344a21d1908dd774c79c4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638797892520383562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s0iCY98jbx0d6TNtEALzyCpGPTYF0TvLYnY0q87mHtQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tarmac.com%2Fnews%2Ftarmac-celebrates-multiple-wins-at-mpa-quarries-nature-2025-awards%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cd9e9cd2656c344a21d1908dd774c79c4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638797892520383562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s0iCY98jbx0d6TNtEALzyCpGPTYF0TvLYnY0q87mHtQ%3D&reserved=0


  



Winthorpe Summer Festival 2025,  
Saturday 28th June 1.00pm – 5.00pm 

Another reminder to put this date in your diary! You can look forward to 
enjoying the stalls, displays, entertainment, games, children’s races, raffle, 
refreshments, bar and barbecue. The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight will be 
flying the Dakota over Winthorpe Community Centre. 
  
As I mentioned in last month’s issue, All Saints’ Church, the Village Hall and 
the Community Centre will have a greater involvement this year, with more 
games and activities for children, including face painting, sweets in a jar, 
hook-a-duck, biscuit decorating, skittles and a treasure hunt, alongside our 
usual games and fun activities. 
 
Please contact me if you would like information about having a stall, if you 
have a raffle prize to donate or if you are interested in helping in any way: 
tel. 07714548561 or 01636 659582. 

 Sue Masheder  

 

Announcing the winnner of a family ticket for the County Show! 

I’m delighted to 

announce that the 

winner of the family 

ticket is Kate Thomas, 

who named the 

magnificent Shire 

Horse in the photo 

“Samson”. Well done 

Kate, and I hope that 

you and your family 

enjoy your day at the 

show! 

Thanks to everyone 

who took part in the 

competition.  

Julie Johnson-Hill (Editor) 



 



WINTHORPE WI 

The WI Book Club met at the Lord Nelson on Friday 4th April to discuss our 
latest read: Frank and Red by Matt Coyne. The consensus was that this was a 
lovely read, which had a number of us laughing out loud at some of the 
humour it contained. Our next meeting will be at the Lord Nelson on 
Thursday, 15th May, when we will discuss The Midnight Hour by Eve 
Chase. The Book Club is open to all members of the WI. 
  
At the meeting on Wednesday 9th April, our new programme got off to a 
good start with our 71st birthday party.  As one might expect from the WI, the 
food was not only delicious but plentiful, with music provided by the lovely 
singing voice of Becky.  But before we could tuck in, there were a couple of 
business matters to attend to.  Two birthdays were celebrated and a special 
presentation was given to Virginia Seager, who has resigned from the 
Committee after years of service. 
  
Virginia joined the Committee in 2013 and became President.  She remained 
as our President until 2022, when she stepped down from the role, remaining 
as a member of the Committee.  We have been grateful for the dedicated 
service and leadership she has given and look forward to having her 
continued company at our meetings. 
  
Our next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 14th May at 
Winthorpe Community Centre, when the subject of our Resolution will be 
“Bystanders Can Be Lifesavers”.   We will be visited by The First Responders, 
who will provide us with information about the use of defibrillators and CPR 
training.  There will also be a book and magazine sale table.  The evening will 
end with wine and nibbles.  Any ladies wishing to join us are welcome.  At 
this meeting there will be a fee of £5.00 for non members.   
 
If anyone in the village would like to join Winthorpe WI but has difficulty in 
getting to the meeting, please contact Viv Jackson: 07708834863. 
  

Pauline Lockwood 
 



 



WINTHORPE GARDEN CLUB 

We met on 16th April for our AGM and Plant Sale. Our Chairman, Ian Wilson, 
gave his report, starting with the good news that membership has increased 
in the past year; current members were asked to encourage others to join, in 
an effort to reach the magical number of 50 members. Respects were paid to 
three Winthorpe residents who have died recently. Ian thanked everyone 
who has taken on responsibilities and presented Julie Parker with the first of 
several bouquets ordered from Farndon Flower Farm. 
 
The Treasurer’s report was good to hear, as subscriptions were increased 
slightly in 2024-25; added to increased membership numbers, this has left 
the finances in a slightly healthier state than last year, though members were 
made aware that some costs have increased or are about to increase. 
 
The Programme Secretary and Outings Secretary gave their reports. After an 
interesting and successful year in 2024-25, we are looking forward to a varied 
programme of Speakers and Summer Outings. So far, 37 people have booked 
places on the three day trip to Devon in June; there are just two places left in 
a shared room, costing £350 per person.  The cost includes coach travel from 
Winthorpe or Collingham; admission to all the gardens to be visited, including 
a full day at RHS Rosemoor; and dinner, bed and breakfast at the Barnstaple 
Hotel. Anyone who is interested should contact Ian Wilson for further details. 
 
The AGM concluded and was followed by refreshments (including cake), the 
raffle and Pat Finn’s ever-challenging quiz. Plant sales were good and Les 
Francis donated a range of garden tools, which were very popular and raised 
money for the club’s funds.  
 
Instead of our usual meeting next month, we will be having an evening outing 
to Norwell Nurseries and Gardens on 21st May; members should make their 
own way there by car and are asked to car share if possible, as parking at the 
destination is limited. Next month’s report will reflect on this May outing and 
look ahead to the trips to Devon in June and to Yorkshire in July. 
 

Julie Johnson-Hill 
 
 



Winthorpe with Langford Parish Council 

VE 80 Parish Celebrations 
The parish celebrations of 80 years since VE Day are nearly 
here and Leane Cutts, Denise Day and Mark Kneen, together 
with a number of other residents, will be steering things 
through. As mentioned in the last edition of Focal Point, on 
Sunday 11th May the Parish Council, with support from 

residents, will be holding a fully funded residents’ afternoon tea party to be 
held in the Community Centre from 3.00pm to 5.00pm. As I write, there are 
still a few tickets left so please contact Denise Day to secure your places. 
Following the afternoon tea there will be a raffle organised by the 
Community Centre and the Winthorpe Beacon will be lit. We will also be 
marking the days of celebration in the following ways: 
· Flying of the VE 80 Flag throughout Thursday 8th to Sunday 11th May 
· The ringing of the bells at All Saints Church, Winthorpe on VE Day, 8th May 
· Lighting the Winthorpe Beacon on the evenings of 8th  and 11th May 
 
Jubilee Meadow development 

Pictured alongside are about half the 

working party who got together on 6th 

May to prepare the ground for 

wildflower planting. The work was 

carried out inbetween the tree 

planting near the Fleet. A huge thank 

you to everybody involved, as it was 

not easy work. The ‘plug plants’ will be 

planted in May and we should start to 

see some colour amongst the trees later this year. As you will know by now, 

this is all part of the improvement of Parish Council owned land, which is one 

of the key policies defined in the Winthorpe with Langford Neighbourhood 

Plan, which so many residents have contributed to. 

There will be plenty of opportunity for more of you to get involved over the 

next few months. Our next day of work is Saturday 24th May, 10am start from 

Winthorpe Community Centre car park. This will be to continue the work on 

the Coronation Bank, clearing the bank and working towards finishing the 



path alongside the Fleet. So please do come and join us; as before, we will be 

providing tea/coffee and bacon butties for the workers! 

More community progress being made 

Following a suggestion from a resident, we are currently looking at possible 

options for lighting/safety improvements for the ‘jitty’ situated between 

Gainsborough Road and Pocklington Crescent; more on this in the future. 

We have also been contacted by residents about the poor condition of paths 

around Pocklington Crescent, made worse recently by by contractors working 

to install broadband cables. We have reported this to the County Council, 

who are responsible for maintenance of roads and paths in the village. We 

will be working with our County and District Councillors to try to deliver 

improvements. Many of you will know that the Parish Council cannot directly 

take action on this; however, we have been very successful in recent years in 

achieving repairs in various places across the parish. 

We are still trying very hard to arrange a meeting with a senior manager for 

roads/paths at Notts County Council to discuss the very valid issues raised by 

residents of Langford regarding the condition of footpaths, speeding vehicles, 

speed limits and the increase in HGV traffic etc. Although we have identified 

the right manager, sadly this has proved very difficult due to holidays and of 

course the County Council elections which took place on 1st May. Hopefully, 

we will be in a position to raise our concerns in the next few weeks. 

A long time after we first reported it, the wire fencing alongside the 

Community Centre field has now been repaired. The road and fencing is 

owned by Newark & Sherwood District Council and I would like to thank both 

our District Councillors for making this happen. 

As mentioned last month, the height restrictor gateway over the entrance 

gate to the Community Centre car park will be installed in the next few 

weeks. This will improve security for both the field and car park. In addition, 

later this year we will be replacing trees which have been vandalised near the 

car park and also a couple of benches which have collapsed due to age; the 

existing memory plaques will be replaced. During a recent inspection we have 

also identified some necessary repairs to the play park equipment near 

Winthorpe Community Centre. Councillor Leane Cutts and her husband will 



be undertaking this work over the next few days, so many thanks to both of 

them for doing this.. 

And finally…….. 

So that’s all for this month, the next meeting of the Parish Council is at the 

village hall on Thursday 15th May, starting at 7.30pm. All minutes and meeting 

agendas are available on the parish website but if you have any comments or 

ideas in the meantime, as always please let me know.  

Paul Smith (PC Chair)  

paul@bridgfordss.co.uk 

 

Think Again A46 Residents’ Group 
Please note that the dedicated Think Again website has now 
been closed and it is planned to include future updates 
within the Parish Council village website. 
 

The Examining Authority has now completed its work and their findings, 

conclusions and recommendations will be sent to the Secretary of State for 

Transport no later than 8th July 2025. There may be continued engagement 

with registered groups if further queries arise during this time period. The 

Secretary of State has 3 months following receipt of the Examining 

Authority’s report to consider a decision, although this can be extended for a 

further 3 months if required. National Highways will continue conversations, 

particularly on land acquisition, to reach agreements. Further advanced 

works will begin, involving survey and field work to support the collection of 

ecology and archaeological data. 

Think Again have remained involved up to the final deadline and have 
continued to highlight concerns, such as resolution of potential flooding risks 
regarding additional road surface water flowing into the River Fleet. The 
Think Again core group will continue to meet and respond to any specific 
questions or concerns you may have and would welcome contact by email: 
A46winthorpevillage@outlook.com All the information is available on the 
Planning Inspectorate website. If you have any specific questions or concerns 
about the scheme, or would like to know more, please contact Think Again by 
email or via the folllowing links: Twitter: https://twitter.com/ThinkAgainA46  
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/ThinkAgainA46Newark 

mailto:paul@bridgfordss.co.uk
mailto:A46winthorpevillage@outlook.com
https://twitter.com/ThinkAgainA46
https://www.facebook.com/ThinkAgainA46Newark


age Lunch – Monday 12th May 12.30pm for 1pm 



WAWA – Winthorpe Amateur Wine Association  

As our forthcoming wine tasting on 7th May will be on the evening before VE 
Day, we will start the night off with English, both sparkling and white wines 
from the Hanwell Estate, before moving on to a light buffet of English foods, 
to be followed by English and French cheeses to accompany French Red 
wines. Unfortunately we haven’t managed to organise a fly past to go with 
the wine and food! 

June sees a return visit by Dawn from Laithwaites. She’s proved very popular 
and given WAWA members great discounts in the past. July will be 
the AGM followed by a fun in-house tasting and buffet. In September 
we start anew! 

If you would like to find out more about us or join WAWA and have 
fun over a glass of wine, please email us: 
winthorpeawineassoc@gmail.com  

 

WINTHORPE TENNIS CLUB 

Winthorpe Tennis Club has two hard courts by the Community Centre. The 
club is getting ready for the summer ahead. The members are a group of 
people who enjoy playing tennis of varying standard from beginners 
upwards. The club currently has about 30 members. Currently the club has no 
booking system: if somebody is waiting members agree a time between 
themselves (up to an hour). Membership costs £10  (after payment a new key 
will be provided for court entry for 2025). 

Plans for the months ahead: 

• Tennis Coaching – if there is sufficient interest we will re-launch 
Coaching (with local coaches from Caunton Tennis club) 

• Socials – Drinks and Barbeque will be planned  
• Junior Tennis – a time will be specified if there is sufficient interest 
• Adult Tennis is starting at 4:30 pm on Sundays  
• Tennis Family Friday is planned for June 17th from 5:30pm 
• If  there is enough interest the committee will be arranging a 

“friendly” league  
For more information please contact Jonny on powell.jonny@gmail.com  
or 07767 41136  https:www.winthorpe.org.uk/tennis-club 
  

mailto:winthorpeawineassoc@gmail.com
mailto:powell.jonny@gmail.com


Collingham Ramblers 
Walks programme for May, June, July and August 2025 

 
a new springtime / summertime venture 

 
If you enjoy walking and the great outdoors, then why not join up with 
COLLINGHAM RAMBLERS? (affiliated to the National Ramblers Organisation) 
Meet up with like-minded people and admire the fantastic English 
countryside in all its guises, seasonal colour and glory, enjoying the many 
benefits of time spent in good company in the great outdoors. 
 
Walks take place locally in Nottinghamshire and adjacent counties and are 
organised and guided by experienced members of the group. The walks 
programme for the next 4 months of 2025 is shown below. Fortnightly 
Sunday walks are between 6 and 8 miles, with coffee and picnic lunch stops 
en route. Monthly midweek walks are approximately 4 miles and usually 
conclude with an optional pub or café lunch . 
 
SUNDAYS 
May 11th, 25th  
June 8th, 22nd  
July 6th, 20th 
August 3rd, 17th, 31st 
 
MIDWEEK  (Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday) 
May 13th  
June 10th or 11th or 12th  
July 8th or 9th or 10th  
August 12th or 13th or 14th  
(date determined by the leader) 
 
If you would like more information about the group and specific walk details, 
please contact Nina Ward on ninajward17@gmail.com 
 

Nina Ward (Collingham Ramblers Walks Co-ordinator) 
 

 

mailto:ninajward17@gmail.com


COLLINGHAM CARS 
 

Exclusively serving Collingham and surrounding areas 

Fully Licensed Private Hire/HackneyCarriage : DBS Checked :  

Airport pick up/drop off : Hospital appointments : Shopping trips : 

Competitive rates : ANY journey undertaken : Female drivers : 

Call Penny on 0783 33 15 928 

EDLIN ROOFING 
Contact us for a free quote, no job too small 

01636 674884                                      07983604893 
 

richardedlinpropertyservices@hotmail.co.uk 
www.edlinroofingnewark.co.uk 

 

Advertising Space Available 

Focal Point is delivered free, every month of the year, to all residents 

of Winthorpe, Langford and Holme, as well as Winthorpe School and 

The Lord Nelson. It is also free to read online. Connect your business  

with our readers. This space will cost you just £90 for a whole year!  

 

CLIVE SMITH  
Your Local Decorator             

 

Interior & Exterior Painting and Decorating 

Quality Work – Prompt Attention – Free Estimates 

Tel. 01636 679904 or 07742412081 

 

mailto:richardedlinpropertyservices@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.edlinroofingnewark.co.ukk/


Blue Tits Find New Home 

in Nottinghamshire Sand & Gravel Quarry Nesting Boxes 

 

In an inspiring example of wildlife conservation and industrial cooperation, 

Langford sand and gravel quarry in Nottinghamshire has become a thriving 

habitat for blue tits, thanks to the proactive installation of nesting boxes. This 

initiative, driven by a commitment to environmental stewardship, has seen 

these vibrant little birds flourish in an unexpected setting. The quarry 

embarked on the project earlier this year, installing a series of custom-made 

nesting boxes around the site. The aim was to provide safe nesting sites for 

local bird species, particularly the blue tits, which are known for their striking 

blue and yellow plumage and their agile, acrobatic flight patterns. 

 

Local ornithologists have praised the project, noting its significance in 

supporting bird populations. “Blue tits are an important part of our local 

wildlife,” said Joe Harris, the warden of Langford Lowfields RSPB Reserve. 

“Projects like this one are crucial in providing the necessary habitats for these 

birds, especially as natural nesting sites become scarcer due to urban 

development and agricultural practices.” 

 

The nesting boxes have been strategically placed to minimise disturbance 

from quarry operations. Workers have been briefed on the importance of 

these habitats, and areas around the boxes have been marked off to ensure 

the birds are not disturbed. This careful planning underscores the quarry’s 

commitment to integrating environmental considerations into their daily 

operations. 

 

The success of this blue tit nesting box initiative serves as a shining example 

of how industry and nature can coexist harmoniously. By taking proactive 

steps to support local wildlife, the quarry has not only enhanced its 

environmental credentials but also fostered a sense of community pride and 

ecological responsibility. As blue tits continue to nest and thrive in their new 

homes, this project stands as a testament to the positive impact that such 

thoughtful conservation efforts can have, even in the most unexpected 

places. 

Tarmac, Land and Natural Resources Section  



 

 
 



Win a free family ticket to Cockpit-Fest 2025! 

Newark Air Museum is very generously donating a 

family ticket to Focal Point for this year’s Cockpit-

Fest and you could be the lucky winner!  

 

The Newark Air Museum is once again hosting its annual Cockpit-Fest and 

Aeroboot sale on Saturday 2st & Sunday 22nd June. This year will be a special 

anniversary year for the event and there is a free Family Admission ticket to 

be won (2 adults & 3 children). 

To win, you need to tell us how many times Cockpit-Fest has been held at the 

museum; if you do not know the answer please have a guess, as we will 

award the prize to the closest number to the correct answer. Send your 

answer to the editor of Focal Point before 18th May for a chance to win: 

winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com  

mailto:winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com


I vow to thee, my country 

I vow to thee, my country, all earthly things above 

Entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love 

The love that asks no question, the love that stands the test 

That lays upon the altar, the dearest and the best 

The love that never falters, the love that pays the price 

The love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice 

And there’s another country, I’ve heard of long ago 

Most dear to them that love her, most great to them that know 

We may not count her armies, we may not see her king 

Her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering 

And soul by soul, and silently her shining bounds increase 

And her ways are ways of gentleness, and all her paths are peace 

 

 

Photograph by Bob Warriner 



All Saints’ Church,  
Winthorpe 

We enjoyed two very different Services over Easter and 

hope our congregation experienced the sombreness of 

Good Friday with the joy of Easter Sunday.  

As we enter the months leading to summer there are more events to look 

forward to, beginning this month with the Service for the 80th Anniversary of 

VE Day. We are hoping to welcome a large congregation to enjoy and give 

thanks for this wonderful day in our nation’s history. This will mean that 

morning worship due on the 11th is replaced. We are delighted that Alan 

Keeler will take Evening Prayer on 25th May, with Alexandra and Andrew’s 

wedding following on Thursday 29th May at 12 noon. 

From June onwards, we have something organised by the PCC each month 
for the rest of the year, as we continue to raise funds in many different and 
we hope enjoyable ways: 
Saturday 25th June: Village Festival tombola and bric a brac stalls from 1pm 
Friday 4th July: the Bassingham Choir and Friends sing ‘Songs from the 
Musicals’ at 7pm 
Saturday 2nd August: Pimms and Strawberries with the Hungate Singers,        
5-7pm 
Sunday 21st September: Collingham Singers 2-4pm 
Saturday 18th October: Harvest Supper 7 for 7.30pm 
End of November: special event – more later??!! 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with anyone who is ill, hospitalised or facing a 

bereavement at this time.  

Tisha Applewhite (Churchwarden)  

Tel. 01636 643763 or 07896821414 or email tishapplewhite@msn.com 

Church Cleaners  -   Mrs P. Lockwood and Mrs J. Butler 

 

mailto:tishapplewhite@msn.com


St. Giles Church,  
Holme 

Dear Friends and Supporters of St Giles’ Church 

 

On 24th March we held two meetings in the church: the first was the Election 
of Churchwardens, which resulted in the election and appointment of Simon 
Hosking as the new churchwarden; Nigel Priestley was also re-elected. So it is 
very pleasing to report that after many years since Jenny Lindley stepped 
down, once again we have a village resident serving and are fortunate in that 
our village church is one of the very few with two churchwardens. At the 
second meeting, the Annual Parochial Church meeting, the PCC was elected; 
in addition to the wardens we now have four members. The accounts, annual 
reports and other matters were discussed and special thanks were recorded 
to Cliff and Diane for the daily opening and closing of our church, which is 
one of the very few open to the public each day; we get a good number of 
visitors, sometimes coming from some considerable distance, as well as 
others who just drop by, possible walking the Trent Valley Way. 
 
Simon and Nigel are now exploring funding opportunities to enable us to 
make the building more user friendly for village residents, so that various 
events and functions can be staged locally, rather than having to travel 
elsewhere. Tarmac and the Tarmac Landfill Communities Fund are both being 
looked at, since we certainly qualify by having a quarry just a few hundred 
metres away. Please let either of us know if you wish to get involved or could 
help in any way. 
 
Our next service will be on Sunday 4th May at 10am. This will be our second 
service of Morning Prayer, which went down very well in April when a good 
number of people came, including Doreen Hallam, who we are happy to say 
is out and about again. The service only lasts about 35 minutes and we’ll be 
singing some good well known Easter hymns. Everyone is very welcome. 
 
With best wishes, Nigel and Simon 
 
Nigel Priestley (Churchwarden) 01636 892020  
email: nigel.priestley10@gmail.com  

mailto:nigel.priestley10@gmail.com


St Bartholomew’s 
Church, Langford 

 

 

Annual Church Meeting – all are welcome 

The annual church meeting will be on Tuesday 13th May starting at 6.30pm in 

the church; anyone living in the parish of Langford is welcome to come along. 

At this meeting the church warden is elected for the next year and then there 

will be opportunity for the local community to be involved in sharing ideas 

about what happens in the church and gardens over the coming year. Our 

church is the only community building in our village and any support or small 

contributions of time will help to keep it open and serving the community in 

the years to come. Do come and find out more about the ‘Friends of Langford 

Church and Gardens Group’ and ways that you might be able to get involved. 

There is a service once a month and we clean the church a day or two before 

so that it is fresh and welcoming for the Sunday service. With more people 

helping with the cleaning, this will mean only 2-3 times per person over the 

year. All cleaning materials are provided and stored at the church. Please let 

Becky know if you are interested in finding out more about what cleaning the 

church entails. If you are interested in helping, so that we can then look at 

dates when you may be available. 

Does anyone have a small step ladder they would like to donate to our 

church? If so, it would be helpful for reaching the shelves where we store our 

decorations, as well as for the cleaning and decorating activities. Thank you. 

Jerry Steele, Church Warden (01636 893143) 

Becky and John, Langford Crossing (07753117530) 

On behalf of the ‘Friends of Langford Church and Gardens’ group 

 



Church Services for May 2025 

 

   

Sunday 4th     
(3rd of Easter)   10.00am Morning Worship Holme 
 
Sunday 11th    
(4th of Easter)  10.15am VE Day Service  Winthorpe  
 
Sunday 18th  
(5th of Easter)  10.00am Holy Communion Langford 
 
Sunday 25th  6.00pm  Evening Prayer  Winthorpe 
(6th of Easter) 
 
 

Every Thursday  1.30 – 3.30pm Open Church  Winthorpe 
 
Every Day  10.00 – 4.00pm Open Church  Holme +  
        Langford 
 

 
For more information please visit the East Trent Churches website: 

www.easttrentchurches.org.uk 
 

 

 

http://www.easttrentchurches.org.uk/


Answers to last month’s St George’s Day Quiz: 

1. George of the Jungle 

2. George Eliot 

3. Charlie George 

4. George Formby 

5. George Washington 

6. Roper 

7. Georgie Porgie 

8. George Michael 

9. Queen Mary 

10. The Seekers 

11. Jamie George 

12. George Stephenson 

13. George Gershwin 

14. Glasgow 

15. Henry V 

 

 

 

NEWARK FOODBANK 

The up to date list of items needed include the following: 

tins of chicken in sauce, minced beef and onion, fruit, fish,vegetables, 

tomatoes, potatoes, rice puddings, sponge puddings. Also tea bags, bags of 

rice, long life milk/fruit juice, breakfast cereals, biscuits, toilet rolls, all types 

of toiletries, nappies size 4 or larger. 

The collection points in Winthorpe: 

• hopefully, there will be a new collection box at The Lord Nelson 

soon.  

• Church porch, Sunday 10am-12 noon and Thursday 1.30pm-3.30pm.  

• The black swing bin by my front door, 11 Gainsborough Rd, 

Winthorpe, available 24/7.  

 

If you would prefer to donate via your bank, the Foodbank details are:  

NatWest, sort code 54 10 23, a/c no. 19405812 

 
Thank you,  
Jane White 



‘Ups and Downs’ Pop Songs Quiz 

Pop Songs that have the word ‘up’ or ‘down’ in the title 

Songs range from 1962-1993 Try not to use Google! 

Give yourself 1 point for the song and 1 point for the artiste (20 available in total) 

Quiz compiled by Bob Warriner 

QUESTIONS 

1. Lower and Lower by the existing normal pattern of opinion(1975) – 4,4 by 6,3 

2. A night on the tiles? By a Ken’s unlawful execution (1962) – 2,2,3,4 by 5,5 

3. Say this to a naughty dog maybe? By one named like composing duo (1973) – 3,4 

by 7,9 

4. On the rise by Mystery folk (1993) – 6,2,2 by 1,6 

5. Where the shops are by an almost petulant girl (1964) – 8 by 6,5 

6. Jogging to the top by most of skate and a shrub (1985) – 7,2,4,4, by 4,4 

7. The route to the bottom by GI Blues boy (1977) – 3,4 by 5,7 

8. Let it go, stop it! By KFC less foxtrot and a warm group (1983) – 4,2,2 by 2,3,3,8,4 

9. Avoid pulling me over by a power flyweight large band (1979) – 4,5,2,4 by 8,5,9 

10. Climb rungs to the top of a building by the three best girls (1970) 2,3,6,2,3,4 by 

3,8 

Last month’s pop quiz answers:  

1. Sherry by The Four Seasons 

2. Red Red Wine by UB40 

3. Tequila Sunrise by The Eagles 

4. Bus Stop by The Hollies 

5. Whiskey in the Jar by Thin Lizzie 

6. Lilac Wine by Elkie Brooks 

7. Brandy (You’re a Fine Girl) by Looking Glass 

8. A Glass of Champagne by Sailor 

9. I Am a Cider Drinker by The Wurzles 

10. Margharita Time by Status Quo 

 

 

https://freepngimg.com/png/48372-musical-notation-symbol-images-free-clipart-hd
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


  

 

 
 

 

Fresh Local Farm Milk 
unhomogenised 

Delivered to your door  
on Mondays, Wednesdays & 

Fridays in glass bottles 
£1.50 per litre bottle 

Produced, Pasteurised and 
Bottled in Danethorpe 

tel: Robin 07587 140106 



  

 

Home Tuition in 
Winthorpe 

Experienced teacher,  
private tutor and GCSE examiner 

Up to GCSE and A’ Level:  
English Language & Literature 

Up to GCSE: French, History, R.E. 
 

Contact Julie Hill: 01636 676079  
email: eledanjos12@outlook.com 

DBS Certificate  

BEAUTY THERAPIST & FOOT 
CARE PRACTITIONER 

 
Sports Massage, Scalp Massage, 

Facials, Aromatherapy, Reiki, 
Reflexology, Hopi Candles, 

Manicures, Pedicures and Waxing 
 

 Reliable, friendly and professional 
Over 30 yrs experience.  

Home visits.  
Call Amanda: 07976358272 

N.E.M  
PLUMBING SERVICES 

 
All types of  

plumbing work undertaken 
No Job too small  

No call out charge 
20 years of experience 

 
Contact Neil: 07774 163372 

or 01636 687104 
29, Woodlands, Winthorpe NG24 2NL 

mailto:eledanjos12@outlook.com


 


