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Home Tuition in 
Winthorpe 

Experienced teacher,  
private tutor and GCSE examiner 

 
Up to GCSE and A’ Level:  

English Language & Literature 
Up to GCSE: French, History, R.E. 
Contact Julie Hill: 01636 676079  

email: julie@readingrefinery.co.uk 
DBS Certificate  

 

BEAUTY THERAPIST & FOOT 
CARE PRACTITIONER 

 
Sports Massage, Scalp Massage, 

Facials, Aromatherapy, Reiki, 
Reflexology, Hopi Candles, 

Manicures, Pedicures and Waxing 
 

 Reliable, friendly and professional 
Over 30 yrs experience.  

Home visits.  
Call Amanda: 07976358272 

 

mailto:julie@readingrefinery.co.uk


 



 

 

I wonder if you are as impatient as I am for the warm weather to arrive? It’s 

been so cold and wet through April that, even though the blossom and spring 

flowers are all around us, birds are nesting and the days are lengthening, it’s 

hard to believe that we’re heading into the glorious month of May. In 2021, 

just a few weeks after we moved to Winthorpe, we enjoyed sitting on the 

patio in the warm sunshine throughout April and May – so far this year, we 

haven’t been able to do that at all, due to the inclement weather. So let’s 

hope that Mother Nature is going to make up for it in May with lots and lots 

of warm, sunny days.  

 

This time last year, our villages and the whole country were busy making 

preparations for the coronation of King Charles III. This year, the early May 

Bank Holiday falls on Coronation Day, and I know that many of us will keep 

our king in our thoughts on that day and wish him well, whether we are 

meeting up with family and friends, joining in with a holiday activity, taking 

off for the weekend or relaxing at home. 

 

This month’s Focal Point is packed with articles and notices about some of 

the forthcoming events in our villages, with reports and feedback from our 

clubs and local groups. There is important information from the Parish 

Council, as well as our district councillors. It’s especially heartening to catch 

up with the news from Winthorpe Primary School. Your village magazine 

reaches out to over 400 residences, plus our online readers, so don’t forget 

to send me anything you would like to share with everyone else in the 

community.   

 

Julie Johnson-Hill (01636 676079) 

NEXT MONTH’S DEADLINE IS 18TH MAY 

winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com 

MAY 2024 
ISSUE NO. 520 

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 
 

mailto:winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com


May Calendar 

When What Where 

Wed         1st   WAWA meeting Winthorpe 

Thur        2nd  Election Day  

Fri            3rd   Green bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon        6th Silver bin Winthorpe 

Mon        6th Brown bin All 

Mon        6th    Early May Bank Holiday  

Tue          7th  Winthorpe Walking Group Winthorpe 

Tue          7th     Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed        8th WI meeting Winthorpe 

Fri          10th Winthorpe History Group Heritage 
Guide walk around the village 

Winthorpe 

Fri          10th     Silver bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      13th    Green bin Winthorpe 

Mon      13th      Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        14th  Winthorpe Walking Group Winthorpe 

Tue        14th     Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed      15th Garden Club meeting Winthorpe 

Thur      16th  Parish Council meeting Winthorpe 

Fri          17th  Green bin L’ford/ Holme 

Sat         18th  Race Night Winthorpe 

Mon      20th Silver bin Winthorpe 

Mon      20th    Brown bin All 

Mon      20th     Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        21st  Winthorpe Walking Group Winthorpe 

Tue        21st  Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Mon      27th  Spring Bank Holiday  

Mon      27th  Green bin Winthorpe 

Mon      27th  Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        28th  Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Tue        28th  Winthorpe Walking Group Winthorpe 

Fri          31st  Green bin  L’ford/Holme 
 



Focal Point Distribution Team 

Over the past two years, since I became editor of Focal Point, my admiration 
has grown and grown for the team of volunteers who make sure that Focal 
Point is delivered to your door every month, in all weathers. Without these 
wonderful people, Focal Point could only exist in its online form – and it’s so 
much better that we have both versions of the magazine, so that no one is 
excluded from having access to what I believe (obviously) is an important 
feature of life in our three villages. So, when you see Focal Point being 
delivered in your vicinity, please say “hello” and “thank you” to your lovely 
volunteer distributor. 
 
Thank you to the following people who, after years of helping to distribute 
Focal Point have stepped down since May 2021: 
Pat Finn (Woodlands)  
Joan Bryan (Branston Close) 
David & Vivienne Green (Hargon Lane) 
Jessica Lyons (Holme) 
 
Thank you to all our current distributors: 
Sheila Bird (Langford) Lee Musgrove (Holme) 
Tish Applewhite (Gainsborough Rd) Rita Stevenson (Gainsborough Rd) 
Steve Lord (Woodlands) Richard Whitehead (Hargon Lane) 
Bob Warriner (Branston Close) Pauline Lockwood (Pocklington) 
Julia Loach-Martin (Spinney) Paul Smith (Spinney to A1) 

Diane & Bob McClymont (Holme Lane, Chapel Lane) 

Julie & Michael Johnson (Drove Lane including Newark Showground) 

Les Murray (Collingham Surgery, Winthorpe Primary School, Lord Nelson) 

 

Special thanks go to Les Murry, who heads up the Distribution Team. Les 

collects over 400 copies of Focal Point from the printers in Newark; sorts 

them at home so that everyone in the team has their correct allocation of 

copies; informs all the team members when the magazine is ready; and 

arranges for each distributor to collect them from him or even takes them 

himself to some of the distributors (myself included). Please remember that 

without Les and the rest of the team, Focal Point might be lost – this has 

already happened to other magazines like ours. 

Julie Johnson-Hill (editor) 



Don’t forget to contact the editor about any events or activities happening in 

Winthorpe, Langford or Holme, so that they can be included in Focal Point. 

Email: winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com  Tel: 01636 676079 

 

There will be NO mobile library service in May 

6th May is a Bank Holiday. The mobile library will return on  Monday 24th June 

and will then call at our villages every four weeks until the end of 2024. 

 

 
Winthorpe Book Exchange 

 
It’s great to see the book exchange being used; whenever I go there and have 
a tidy up, I always find a book that I know I will enjoy. It’s obvious that new 
books are being donated when others are taken out, which shows that the 
book exchange scheme is working well.  
 
I now have a large supply of books, so I can change and refresh the stock at 
the book exchange on a regular basis. Please continue to bring one or two 
books to the book exchange, take one or two home to read, then bring them 
back for others to enjoy reading. 
 
Please could I ask that large numbers of books, magazines and flyers are not 
deposited in the repurposed telephone kiosk? It takes considerable time to 
sort through them and then take some to the tip, charity shops etc. Just to 
remind you that magazines and flyers, especially the free magazines posted 
through our letter boxes, should not be donated at all. Please contact me if 
you have a substantial number of books to donate: I can arrange for them 
either to be collected from you or dropped off at my house.  
Please email me:  Janelcreations@aol.com  
 

Happy Reading! 
Jane Bateson 

  

mailto:winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com
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Winthorpe Post Box Creative Knitting 

I have yet to come across anyone in 

Winthorpe who is not absolutely 

delighted by the knitted figures and 

scenarios which have become a 

feature of the post box near the bus 

stop at the top of Gainsborough Road. 

We had carol singers at Christmas, a 

loving couple for Valentine’s Day, a 

beautifully detailed Easter scene which 

extended to knitted spring flowers on 

the bench, a few feet away. And now, 

so pertinent to the recent work on the 

newly named Jubilee Meadow, we have a fabulous depiction of 

‘Winthorpe Tree Planting’. Can you see yourself in the scene? 

I know I speak for many residents when I express a huge THANK YOU 

to the two ladies of Woodlands who brighten our lives with these 

lovely creations. Please keep up the good work! 

Julie Johnson-Hill (editor) 

 
Defibrillator codes for Winthorpe 
Village Hall: CY543 
Community Centre: C159X  
Pocklington Crescent: C159X 
 
Defibrillator code for Holme 
Phone Box at junction of Langford Lane and High Steeet. No code needed.  
 
Please contact the editor with the defibrillator code for Langford, if you 
would like it to be included in future editions of Focal Point. 
 



  



 

Winthorpe Community Centre

100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100                               

100 

Club 
 

 

Congratulations to our winners. Please contact Nina Adams if you would like 

to join the 100 Club: ninjab71@gmail.com 

Winners for April 
 

1st £50.40 Robert Chapman 

2nd £25.20 J M Young  

3rd £8.40 S L Allen 

mailto:ninjab71@gmail.com


 



Announcing the winnner of a family ticket for the County Show! 

I’m delighted to announce that the 

winner of the family ticket is Sarah 

Halls, who correctly identified that 

Newark and Notts Agricultural Society 

was founded in 1799, and named the 

two pigs in the photo “Robin and LJ 

(Robin Hood and Little John)” – so 

appropriate for the county show, I thought. Well done Sarah, and I hope that 

you and your family enjoy your day at the show! 

Thanks to everyone who took part in the competition – look out for more 

fantastic competitions in future editions of Focal Point. 

Julie Johnson-Hill (Editor) 

 

Winthorpe Summer Festival Saturday 22nd June 2024 

Another reminder about this upcoming event. A fun filled afternoon of 
enjoyment for family and friends, with plenty of stalls, games, competitions 
and displays. Bar and BBQ, teas and cakes. 
 
Here is some information about the “English Country Garden in Miniature” 
competition: 
You can be as imaginative as you like. It’s £2 to enter, payable on the day. 
Please register your entry by e-mail to Janelcreations@aol.com by 19th June. 
So, get your green fingers ready and let’s make our first Garden Planter 
competition a success! 
 
We are still looking for volunteers to help with marshalling traffic at the 
entrance to Woodlands. If you can help in any way, please get in touch. 
 
Sue Masheder (Festival Committee) 
Email: suemasheder@hotmail.co.uk 
Telephone: 07714548561  
 

mailto:Janelcreations@aol.com
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COLLINGHAM CARS 
Exclusively serving Collingham and surrounding areas 

Fully Licensed Private Hire/HackneyCarriage : DBS Checked :  

Airport pick up/drop off : Hospital appointments : Shopping trips : 

Competitive rates : ANY journey undertaken : Female drivers : 

Call Penny on 0783 33 15 928 

 

CLIVE SMITH 
Your Local Decorator 

 

Interior & Exterior Painting and Decorating 

Quality Work – Prompt Attention – Free Estimates 

Tel. 01636 679904 or 07742412081 

 

 
  

Town & Country Joinery Services 
Servicing the Winthorpe area 

• In the garden: fencing repairs, garden gates, re-felting shed roofs 

• In the home: kitchen alterations, general joinery & timber repairs 

For a free estimate call Keith on 01636 612000 / 07971325270 
Quality Work – Fully Qualified and Insured – Est. 1992 



Langford Hall 1774-2024 

Open Garden 22nd June 2024 

This year Langford Hall proudly celebrates its 250th birthday. Built in 1774 by 

John Carr of York, for Charles Slingsby Duncombe of North Yorkshire, who 

owned  much of the land in and around Langford, the house has been 

certified a Grade II Listed building since 1967.  

 

The gardens of Langford Hall were first opened for the National Garden 

Scheme in 1929, continuing until 1936. So, it is a pleasure to see them open 

again in 2024, to mark this milestone anniversary in Langford Hall’s history. 

The expansive garden will showcase its vibrant perennial flower beds; its rose 

garden with a central lily pond; a diverse fruit orchard producing apples, 

plums, apricots and pears; not forgetting the small vegetable garden. The 

open spaces, majestic trees and woodland with natural wild flowers add to 

the magical atmosphere of this beautiful estate. 

James and Beth Sumsion welcome you to visit their gardens  
on Saturday 22nd June, between 1pm and 5pm 

 

• Entry: adults £6, children free 

• Entry fees will go to the National Garden Scheme’s chosen charities 

• Dogs welcome 

• Plant sales 

• Light refreshments provided by Collingham WI 

 



Winthorpe Post Box Creative Knitting 

I have yet to come across anyone in 

Winthorpe who is not absolutely delighted 

by the knitted figures and scenarios which 

have become a feature of the post box 

near the bus stop at the top of 

Gainsborough Road. We had carol singers 

at Christmas, a loving couple for 

Valentine’s Day, a beautifully detailed 

Easter scene which extended to knitted 

spring flowers on the bench, a few feet 

away. And now, so pertinent to the recent 

work on the newly named Jubilee 

Meadow, we have a fabulous depiction of 

‘Winthorpe Tree Planting’. Can you see yourself in the scene? 

I know I speak for many residents when I express a huge THANK YOU to the 

two ladies of Woodlands who brighten our lives with these lovely creations. 

Please keep up the good work! 

Julie Johnson-Hill 

 

 
Defibrillator codes for Winthorpe 
Village Hall: CY543 
Community Centre: C159X  
Pocklington Crescent: C159X 
 
Defibrillator code for Holme 
Phone Box at junction of Langford Lane and High Steeet. No code needed.  
 
Please contact the editor with the defibrillator code for Langford, if you 
would like it to be included in future editions of Focal Point. 
 
 



6th June 
80th Anniversary of D-Day Landings, 1944-2024 

We will remember 
Everyone is welcome to come and join in with this community event, which 

will include lighting the beacon, on Thursday 6th June, to mark the 80th 
anniversary of D-Day. 

As a happy coincidence, this is also National Fish & Chip Day. 
Make your way to the community centre field from 6.30pm onwards. 

Bring your own blanket/chair  
Bring a picnic or call Emma at the Lord Nelson to pre-order  

your fish and chips and arrange a timeslot for delivery 
Games for kids 

Unveiling of Silhouette Statues 
Beacon lighting at 9.15pm 

 

 

WINTHORPE HISTORY GROUP 

We meet on the 2nd Friday of every month. Everyone is welcome, there is no 
membership – just come along. The charge per meeting is £2. 

Last month we had a visitor, originally from New Zealand, who is a direct 
descendant of the Gilstraps and Stewarts of Winthorpe Hall. We were able to 
show him his family tree, going back several generations; he was amazed to 
learn about the connections to his ancestors in Winthorpe and Newark. 

This month,  instead of our usual meeting at the village hall, we’re doing 
something a little different: a guided walk of the village, using one of the 
routes in the Winthorpe Heritage Guide leaflet. 

Meet on the Green in front of the Lord Nelson at 1.30pm, Friday 10th May. 

Everyone is welcome – please come in suitable walking garb and be prepared 

for all weathers! If you would like more information, please contact Christine 

Hasman: c.hasman@ntlworld.com Looking forward to seeing you there! 

mailto:c.hasman@ntlworld.com


WINTHORPE GARDEN CLUB 

It was good to see so many members in attendance at the AGM on 17th April.  
Membership has increased in the past year and it’s encouraging to see the 
garden club beginning to grow again. Some members brought along plants 
for sale and others contributed raffle prizes or made refreshments.  
 
The Chairman, Treasurer and Social Secretary each gave their reports, all of 
which reflected a good year for the club. There were two successful summer 
outings in 2023 and even the finances showed that receipts exceeded 
outgoings by £126 over the course of the year. So, with annual subscriptions 
at only £20, we seem to be holding our own, despite the increasing costs of 
paying for speakers. 
 
Subscription to the RHS has proved to be a worthwhile investment. For only 
£45 per year for the club, we have free entry for up to 50 people to any RHS 
Garden, as well as the RHS magazines. This helps us to keep down the price 
of our outings to RHS sites. 
 
A few suggestions were made for future outings and for having Garden Club 
Events, open to non-members. The evening was rounded off with a very 
chocolatey raffle and a very difficult quiz, devised by Pat Finn (I was too busy 
taking minutes to participate in the quiz so I scored zero). 
 
Our next meeting is on 15th May at 7.30pm in the Community Centre, when 
Karen Gimson will be presenting 365 Days of Colour. Based in Loughborough, 
Karen writes a weekly column for Garden News Magazine and appears on 
BBC Radio Leicester Gardens Hour and Down to Earth. Do come along and 
join us for what promises to be a most interesting evening. 
 
For information about our summer outings, please contact our chariman, Ian 
Wilson: 01636 686249. There is an overnight visit to Norfolk June 26th / 27th  
and a day trip to RHS Harlow Carr, near Harrogate  July 17th.  
 

Julie Johnson-Hill 
 

 



WINTHORPE WI 

The WI Book Club met on 20th March to discuss Shrines of Gaiety by Kate 
Atkinson. As the plot was complicated with lots of characters, it gave us 
plenty to talk about, and on the whole was considered to be a good read. 
  
At our next meeting on 25th April, we will be discussing Still Life by Sarah 
Winman. We were also given A 1930's Childhood by Colin G Mags, to discuss 
at a future meeting. The book club is open to all members of the WI. 
  
Every birthday which ends with an ‘0’ deserves to be celebrated, and 
Winthorpe WI's 70th birthday was no exception.  Six guests were welcomed 
and, as it was a special occasion, we sang Jerusalem.  The President gave a 
synopsis of interesting events from the past 70 years Minutes, Pat Finn made 
us all a commemorative book mark, and Quiz Master Guy had us re-living our 
youths by presenting a quiz based on the 50s and 60s. My team, aptly named 
"Haven't got a Clue", clearly hadn't (a clue) because we came last. Members 
brought in photos of past meetings and childhood pictures of ourselves. 
Those who participated had fun guessing who was who, as a child. 
  
The wine flowed freely and the superb faith supper was both delicious and 
plentiful. We even managed to feed a guest with a gluten allergy. In fact, 
there was so much food that we could have fed half the village, as well as 
ourselves! We had two birthday cakes: a chocolate cake and a Victoria 
sandwich cake, baked by two members; everyone was so full that they had to 
take a piece home with them. We didn't even have to do the washing up as 
Alex did a superb job of doing that for us. 
  
The President was presented with a gift from all the members in appreciation 
of the hard work and dedication she has given to the WI on our behalf. 
  
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th May, when we will be 
discussing Resolutions. Should you wish to join us, our meetings are held at 
the Community Centre at 7.30pm on the second Wednesday of each 
month. The first visit is free; subsequent visits incur a charge of £5.00. 
  

 Pauline Lockwood 

 



Winthorpe Primary School 
 
As we begin our summer term, I want to update the village, 
with our latest news. 
 

Some of you may already know 
that, in September last year, we 
opened our NEW PRE SCHOOL 
and are now offering places to 
children from the term after their 
third birthday. We are enrolling 
now for places in this newly 
renovated space; if you’re 
interested in having a tour, 
meeting Mrs Devenish (our Class 
1 teacher) and seeing our outside 
classroom in action, please email 
me and I’ll be delighted to show 
you what we can now offer. 
 
Last term saw a huge success from the Year 5/6 Maths Team, who won the 
Sir William Robertson Academy Primary School Maths Competition, in the 
last week of term. The team triumphed over 15 other local primary schools, 
applying their considerable maths skills in a range of problem-solving 
challenges and puzzles. This achievement is made even more spectacular, as 
it’s the second consecutive year that we’ve won the event!   
 
We also ended last term with a non-uniform day to raise money for Children 
with Cancer UK, as our Class 3 teacher, Mr Smith, will have run in the London 
Marathon for this cause, by the time you read this. I am delighted to report 
that our school community raised an impressive £615, which we know gave 
Mr Smith a great boost to his extensive training regime.  
 
In practical news, we’re delighted to announce some planned renovations. 

Every year, we conduct a pupil questionnaire to gather feedback from the 

children about how we can improve the school. Without fail, the area of the 

school guaranteed to come up in the responses, is that of the school toilets! 

Indeed, whilst the rest of the school buildings have been renovated and 

Our new Pre-Schoolers running into the Summer Term 



improved in recent years, the toilet area has remained below the standard 

that we would like to be able to provide. So, we bid for a school 

improvement grant to gain the required budget and I am delighted to 

announce that we have been successful and that our toilets will be renovated 

later this year. 

 

As we start our summer term, for our older children we have planned 

residential trips to PGL & Cober Hill. We will have examination season in May, 

as our Year 6 children complete their SATs. As I write this update, I’ve just 

waved off our Year 3 & Year 4 children to monitor traffic in the village. 

 

On the topic of traffic, we understand that parking at the school remains a 

hot topic. We want our school community to respect the highway code and 

village residents, so please rest assured that I regularly send out updates on 

this subject to those who drop off and collect children from our school.  

 

We’re really looking forwards to some sunnier evenings so that our summer 

sports clubs can get going: look out for our children playing cricket and tennis 

– and basketball, a new sport this year, which has proved very popular. 

 

I’m always keen to hear from village residents so please don’t hesitate to 

contact me with any queries or comments. 

 

Rob Cook – Winthorpe Primary School Headteacher 

head@winthorpe.notts.sch.uk 

Cherry blossom on Hargon Lane. Photograph by Bob Warriner. 
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District Council Glass Bin Collection Update 

Dear Residents,  

As your District Councillors, we wish to update you regarding the new glass 

bin scheme and the removal of the old bottle banks at the Lord Nelson. 

We hope that all of you who have requested a new glass collection bin have 

received your new bin. The scheme is a fantastic way to ensure that more 

glass is recycled in our area and underlies your district council’s ambition to 

continue to secure more sustainable approaches to waste management.  

We have been approached by a number of residents across our ward who 

have noticed that the long established static bottle banks in our ward, are 

being removed. Newark and Sherwood District Council Waste Team has 

clarified that these bottle banks were privately managed by UK Glass, not by 

the District Council; the glass, collected by the management company, was 

recycled to generate private revenue for UK Glass. With the introduction of 

the new household bins, UK Glass decided to remove these. Unfortunately, 

as N&SDC has no power to stop this, these bins will now be removed. A 

smaller static bin will be placed in the vicinity of Collingham surgery, should 

you need extra capacity to recycle your glass beyond your household bin.  

It was also brought to our attention that the size and frequency of collection 

of the new household bins is not satisfactory for the requirements of some of 

our ward residents for which I whole heartedly agree. I have been assured by 

the waste team the dimensions of the bin and the frequency of collection has 

been modelled and this was the best fit outcome for the whole district, 

however we understand a one size fits all solution isn’t ideal. N&SDC Waste 

Team has confirmed that the glass collected from household bins will be 

recycled to generate revenue and cover the costs of the collection activity. 

The team has agreed that, whilst it may be possible in future to have 

additional bins to supplement the current household quota, we will have to 

wait until the service beds in and matures before this will be an option.  

We hope this will go some way to explain the current situation and what 

further options for glass collection may be open to residents in the future. 

Phil Farmer and Linda Dales 



Think Again A46 Residents’ Group 
The group is still waiting to meet with National Highways to 

discuss the statement of common ground. NH informed the 

group last month that all survey data and assessments are 

completed and that the results will be available within the Development 

Consent Order documentation. Once this has been accepted for review by 

the Planning Inspectorate, the application documents will be available to the 

public via the Planning Inspectorate website. A new date will be offered for 

the meeting once these documents go live. 

The core working group meets in the middle of each month and we welcome 

any views or input from the village, using the links below. If you have any 

specific questions or concerns about the scheme, please contact Think Again 

by emailing us: A46WinthorpeVillage@outlook.com 

The dedicated Think Again web site is available as a single point of 

information and communication for the village. Just follow this link: 

https://a46thinkagain.org.uk/ 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/ThinkAgainA46Newark  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/ThinkAgainA46 

 

Winthorpe Amateur Wine Association 

3rd April saw a 

record turn out 

for a fun night with 

Ann et Vin, tasting 

six different – and 

some unusual – 

wines. A good time 

was had by all. We 

look forward   

to the next meeting on 1st May, when we will be sampling some 

South American wines, accompanied by a talk from a sommelier.  

Anyone wishing to join WAWA please contact Elaine Parkin: 

winthorpeawineassoc@gmail.com 

mailto:A46WinthorpeVillage@outlook.com
https://a46thinkagain.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ThinkAgainA46Newark
https://twitter.com/ThinkAgainA46
mailto:winthorpeawineassoc@gmail.com


BLACK KITE - HOLME and WINTHORPE 3rd/4th April 2024 
Observant villagers might have noticed a lot of activity along Holme Lane on 
3rd/4th April, featuring people with binoculars and telescopes. Birders were 
watching a Black Kite, a rare migrant from Europe., and a notable record for 
Nottinghamshire.  
 
First seen late morning at Langford Lowfields, the bird disappeared then 
reappeared over Holme village in the afternoon, giving excellent views before 
flying away over Langford. It was found again the next morning, perched in a 
riverside tree near Winthorpe lake, a sight enjoyed by the gathering of 
birdwatchers. Later, it flew away over Winthorpe and wasn't seen again. I 
was lucky enough to see this Black Kite bird on Day 1, after a phone call from 
a friend and a quick drive down Holme Lane. 
Black Kites are widespread in Europe and particularly like riverside habitats. 
They often appear in Britain in spring as migrating birds overshoot France and 
cross the Channel. 

Mike Warren 

Coddington & Winthorpe Cricket Club 

Despite the recent chilly weather, May is here and it’s the 
start of the cricket season. This article is being written in 
April, so some details could have changed by the time you 
read this. It’s possible that some of our early fixtures may 

be delayed due to the constant rain and lack of pitch preparation time. 
 
Our first home match – which may or may not have gone ahead, depending 
on weather conditions – was the Sunday team against Revesby 2nds on 28th 
April. On Tuesday 7th May we welcome Claypole to our Holme Lane ground 
and on Saturday 11th May our 1st XI is at home to East Bridgford 2nd XI. 
 
For details of more match fixtures in May, please see our website. Results 
and home fixtures for June will be included in next month’s Focal Point. All 
visitors are welcome,  whether as spectators or enquiring about themselves 
or their children/grandchildren, for training and playing.  
 
The club offers cricket for all and is welcoming of all skill levels. Please 

contact us for more information:  coddingtonandwinthorpecc@gmail.com 
  

mailto:coddingtonandwinthorpecc@gmail.com


Winthorpe Tennis Club 

Spring has arrived and it’s time to think about tennis! 

 

Winthorpe Tennis club has two hard courts by the Community centre. The 
club currently has about 30 members, made up of a group of people who 
enjoy playing tennis, of varying standards from beginners upwards. Members 
are not restricted to Winthorpe, with many from outside the village. 

Currently the club has no booking system – if somebody is waiting, members 
agree a time between themselves (up to an hour) 

Membership fee reduced to £ 10 per Individual or Family per year!  
 

➢ Junior Tennis session will start again if enough interest 
shown. 

➢ Adult Tennis will start again from mid-May on Sundays at 
4:30pm. 

➢ If  there is enough interest, the committee will be arranging a 
“friendly” league. 
 
 

We’d really like to re-introduce coaching, which was run a couple of years 
ago, and it would be feasible if if there is enough interest.  
 
If you have any questions or would like to know more, please do not hesitate 
to contact me: 

 
powell.jonny@gmail.com     
 
Telephone: 07767 411362  
https:www.winthorpe.org.uk/ tennis-club 

Jonny Powell 
  

mailto:powell.jonny@gmail.com


EDLIN ROOFING 
Contact us for a free quote, no job too small 

01636 674884                                      07983604893 
 

richardedlinpropertyservices@hotmail.co.uk 
www.edlinroofingnewark.co.uk 

 

 

Advertise with Focal Point 
Focal Point is delivered free to over 400 residences and businesses, our 
school and our churches in Winthorpe, Langford and Holme every month of 
the year. 
 
For as little as £60 per year you could reach all our readers and at the same 
time support this valuable resource for our villages. 
 
For more details, please contact the editor. 

mailto:richardedlinpropertyservices@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.edlinroofingnewark.co.ukk/


Harold Cox, his life in Winthorpe 

Harold Cox passed away on 26th February, aged 89 years. He was known as “a 
lovely man, thoughtful, kind and caring, a real gentleman”. Born in Newark, 
Harold moved to Winthorpe with his wife Beryl and young children in 1967, 
living in The Woodlands and then later in Hargon Lane. 

Harold was a keen sportsman, playing football for Newark Amateurs and 
cricket for Winthorpe Cricket Club, where he was also ‘general handyman’, 
before becoming a member of Newark Golf Club. In later years, both Harold 
and Beryl were active members of Newark Indoor Bowls Centre, playing 
regularly as well as supporting the club. 

Following his national service in the Military Police, Harold started his 
working life on the oil rigs at Eakring, before moving to Worthington 
Simpson, and then Dosco. Practical and hard working, he could ‘put his hands 
to most things’ and would do anything to help family, friends and the local 
community. 

Harold and Beryl made many good friends in the village, hosting a number of 
memorable parties in Woodlands. Happily married for over 50 years, they 
celebrated their golden wedding anniversary at the village Community 
Centre. 

Following Beryl’s diagnosis with Motor Neurone Disease, Harold cared for her 
until her death in 2007, unwavering in his love and support for her. 
Determined to live life to the full following Beryl’s death, Harold slowly 
started to re-engage with friends and social activities. His wish was always to 
remain living in his own home for as long as possible, surrounded by his 
memories. This he managed to do, with the support of family, friends and 
good neighbours. 

As a family, we will never forget his kindness and his love of the simple things 
in life. We will talk often of the life he lived and his love for the people he 
shared it with. We will always remember his smile and cheery approach to 
life and will cherish our memories of Winthorpe village. 

Susanne Cox 



NEWARK FOODBANK 

The most recent delivery on behalf of our three 
villages weighed in at 35.85kg. Thank you to 

everybody who contributed. The staff at the Foodbank remain anxious that 
donations are falling so all contributions are very welcome. 

Urgently needed now are: tinned tomatoes, tinned carrots, tinned meat 
(e.g.ravioli, hot dogs), rice puddings, long life fruit juice, pasta sauce, tinned 
fruit, instant mash, sponge puddings (both tinned and microwaveable), rice 
(dried or pouches, tinned potatoes, UHT milk, biscuits. Always needed are: 
tea bags, breakfast cereal, sugar, cereal bars, soup, noodles, cooking oil, 
savoury rice packets, tinned spaghetti, tinned or carton custard, toilet rolls, 
jam, toiletries. 

Winthorpe Collection Points are:  

• The Lord Nelson, during opening hours – through the front door, turn 
left into the main area. The collection box is on the left. 

• The black swing bin by my front door at 11 Gainsborough Road, 
available 24/7. 

• The church porch, Sun 10am-12noon, Thurs 1.30-3.30pm  
If you would prefer to donate via your bank, the Foodbank details are: 
NatWest, sort code 54 10 23, a/c no. 19405812  

Thank you for your support. 
Jane White 

 

 

From Song on May Morning by John Milton 
 

Now the bright morning Star, Dayes harbinger, 

Comes dancing from the East, and leads with her 

The Flowry May, who from her green lap throws 

The yellow Cowslip, and the pale Primrose. 

 



Our Beautiful Village Churches 

 

Photographs by Bob Warriner 



All Saints’ Church, 
Winthorpe 

We hosted our first Holy Communion in the 

rota last month and were delighted to see the 

congregation made up of people from all over 

the East Trent Group. 

 

We sadly received the news of the death of Ian Donaldson last month. He 

was so skilful in working with wood and carved a beautiful lectern for the 

pulpit, in memory of Ralph White (David’s father, who was Churchwarden for 

many years). We send our heartfelt condolences to Diana and her family.  

Our thoughts are looking ahead now, more towards summer activities with 

Sammy and Harry’s wedding at the start of next month,  followed by the 

Village Festival on 22nd June. With this in mind, could we please ask  everyone 

to see if they have something they might be able to donate to our Tombola 

Stall?  Joan (Gainsborough, top), Sharon (Woodlands), Pauline (Pocklington), 

Jane (Old Rectory Court) Susie (Gainsborough middle) and Tish 

(Gainsborough, bottom) would be very happy to receive any items from you. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with anyone who is ill, hospitalised or facing a 

bereavement at this time.  

 

Tish Applewhite (Churchwarden): 01636 643763 

 

Church Cleaners  -   Mrs P. Lockwood and Mrs J. Butler 



St. Giles Church, 
Holme 

Dear Friends and Supporters of St Giles, 
 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Memorial apple 
tree in the churchyard, planted in May 2022, did not survive the ravages of 
the rabbits but happily we now have planted a replacement tree. This has 
been provided by the Holme Bank Land Trust, and has made a good start. 
Needless to say, it is well protected from rabbits and we hope that the deer 
won’t venture into the churchyard. 

Two groups of visitors have been to our church during April. First was a group 
led by Lionel Wall, who has a website with the title Great English Churches. 
https://www.greatenglishchurches.co.uk/ I sincerely hope that, following the 
visit by his group, we will be included on his site and appear on his list of 
recommendations. The second group was the Trent Valley Preservation 
Society, when Nigel gave a talk – and surely this building must be one of the 
best preserved and unspoilt structures standing only a few hundred yards 
from that mighty river, the third longest in Great Britain. 

On the first Sunday in April, the Morning Worship service was very well 
attended and, since there was no priest, a number of people took part; 
everyone really enjoyed the occasion and, of course, the coffee and biscuits 
and a natter afterwards! The next service will be on Sunday 5th May at 10am. 
These gatherings are for anyone who wishes to hear a couple of readings, 
listen to a simple reflection and sing some well-known hymns. We are quite 
happy for people to ask for their favourite hymn, as long as we have the 
music! 

With best wishes, Nigel Priestley and Doreen Hallam 
 
Nigel Priestley, Churchwarden: 01636 892020  
email: nigel.priestley10@gmail.com  
Doreen Hallam, Churchwarden: 01636 676153 

https://www.greatenglishchurches.co.uk/
mailto:nigel.priestley10@gmail.com


St Bartholomew’s 
Church, 

Langford 
 

 
Langford church was decorated beautifully for Easter and to celebrate 
Springtime – thank you Sandy and Dawn for making the church so welcoming 
for visitors to enjoy the peace and beauty.  

 
Our first community gardening event of the 
year will be on Saturday 11th May 1-3pm. All 
members of Langford community are 
welcome, from new baby arrivals to those who 
have been members of the community for 
decades.  Langford church is here for everyone 
and there will be opportunity for conversation 
and refreshments, not just for pulling weeds! 

Thank you to Jerry Steele, our Church Warden, who is working with members 
of the wider church community to organise monthly services now that Revd. 
Mandy has retired. Danny Marshall, the curate at St Mary’s church in Newark, 
has kindly offered to lead some services and his first visit to St 
Bartholomew’s, Langford, was on 28th April.  
The service in May will be at 10am on Sunday 19th May. 
 
The Church is open most days between 10 and 4pm for anyone who would 
like to visit inside.  
Key holders are Becky and John Whittaker at Langford Crossing, telephone 
07753117530.  
Jerry Steele (Churchwarden) Tel. 
01636893143  

 



Church Services for May 2024 

 

   

Sunday 5th    
(6th of Easter)   10.00a.m. Morning Worship Holme 
 
Sunday 12th    
(7th of Easter)  10.15a.m. Morning Worship Winthorpe  
 
Sunday 19th  
(Pentecost)  10.00a.m. Holy Communion Langford 
 
Sunday 26th  6.00p.m. Evening Prayer  Winthorpe 
(Trinity Sunday) 
 
 

Every Thursday 1.30 – 3.30p.m. Open Church  Winthorpe 
 
Every Day 10.00 – 4.00p.m.  Open Church  Holme +  
        Langford 
 

 
For more information please visit the East Trent Churches website: 

www.easttrentchurches.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.easttrentchurches.org.uk/


ABBA’s 50th Year Anniversary of Eurovision 1974-2024 

How well do you know your ABBA ?  Here are some lyric excerpts – can you 

name the ABBA songs that they are from? 

1. So how could I ever refuse? / I feel like I win when I lose 

2. There's not a soul out there, / No one to hear my prayer 

3. Getting in the swing, / You come to look for a king 

4. When you're gone, how can I even try to go on? 

When you're gone, though I try, how can I carry on? 

5. But I think I can see it in your face / There's a lot you can teach me. 

6. Though we never thought that we could lose / There's no regret 

7. Waiting for a call, / Sorry for herself, feeling stupid, feeling small 

8. But you seem pretty young to be searching for that kind of fun, 

So maybe I'm not the one. 

9. And if he happens to be free / I bet he wouldn't fancy me 

10. I was sitting by the phone / I was waiting all alone  

11. But I suddenly lose control / There’s a fire within my soul 

12. And my destination, makes it worth the while, 

Pushin' through the darkness, still another mile. 

13. How I hate to see you like this, / There is no way you can deny it. 

14. I was sick and tired of everything when I called you last night from Glasgow, 

All I do is eat and sleep and sing. 

15. I ask in all honesty: What would life be? Without a song or a dance, what are 

we? 

 

Quiz compiled by Bob Warriner 2024 

 

Answers to last month’s’Yellow’ Quiz 

1. Mellow Yellow – Donavan 1967 
2. Yellow – Coldplay 2000 
3. Yellow River – Christie 1970 
4. The Yellow Rose of Texas – Mitch Miller 1955 
5. Yellow Submarine – The Beatles 1966 
6. Tie a Yellow Ribbon Round the Old Oak Tree – Tony Orlando & Dawn 1973 
7. Goodbye Yellow Brick Road – Elton John 1973 
8. Big Yellow Taxi – Joni Mitchell 1970 
9. Yellow Bird – Harry Belafonte 1961 
10. Itsy Bitsy Teeny Weeny Yellow Polka Dot Bikini – Brian Hyland 1960 



 

 

  

 

Fresh Local Farm Milk 
unhomogenised 

Delivered to your door  
on Mondays, Wednesdays & 

Fridays in glass bottles 
£1.50 per litre bottle 

Produced, Pasteurised and 
Bottled in Danethorpe 

tel: Robin 07587 140106 

 


