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Town & Country Joinery Services 
Est. 1992, serving the Winthorpe area 

 

In the garden: Fencing repairs, garden 
gates, re-felting shed roofs 

In the home: kitchen alterations, 
general joinery, timber repairs 

 
Call Keith for a free estimate: 

07971 325270 
Quality work always 

Fully qualified and insured 

Why Not 
Advertise Your Business or Event 

with Focal Point? 
 

We offer excellent rates with discounts if 
you advertise for 6 or 12 consecutive 

months. 
 

We also give generous discounts for 
events, groups and organisations within 

our neighbouring villages. 

If you would like to place an advert in Focal Point, please contact the editor for 
more information: winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com 

 

mailto:winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com


Changing the colour of Focal Point’s cover from icy blue to pastel green is my 

way of saying, “Spring is on the way!” Despite the recent weather, with its 

biting winds and cold temperatures, and our wariness that frosty mornings 

are not yet behind us, there is a sense of early spring in the air and all around 

us. Snowdrops can be seen everywhere; daffodils and crocuses are beginning 

to appear, brightening the turning of the year with flashes of bright yellow 

and purple. And in Focal Point this month, there is a sense of wakening from 

winter too, with events being planned and announced, all designed to get us 

out of our front doors and to come together socially, as well as supporting 

good causes in our community. Do try to support them if you can. 

Even though we are experiencing a period of interregnum with our parish 

churches, plenty of people are working hard and volunteering their services 

to keep things moving along smoothly, even looking at ways in which the rôle 

of the parish church can be developed to be even more central to village life. 

I always find the articles I receive from our three churches an interesting read 

and I hope that you do too. It’s also been a sort of interregnum for The Lord 

Nelson in the past few weeks but I know that Emma has been going more 

than the extra mile to help groups who normally meet up at the pub – Thank 

You, Emma! Hopefully our beloved pub will reopen its doors soon. 

In addition to being a source of information about what’s going on in our 

villages, I try to include in Focal Point articles of historical and local interest, 

as well as fun items, such as Bob Warriner’s music quiz. I have received lots of 

positive feedback for all these pieces, so I do hope that you will enjoy the 

ones included in this edition. If you have enjoyed Bob’s photos in recent 

editions, you can see more of them in the Gallery on Winthorpe Village 

Website. And don’t forget that Focal Point is uploaded every month to the 

website, where everything is in beautiful colour. 

 Julie Johnson-Hill (01636 676079) 

THE DEADLINE FOR APRIL’S EDITION IS 18TH MARCH 

winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com  
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March Calendar 

When What Where 

Sat            1st   St David’s Day  

Mon        3rd  Mobile Library All 

Mon        3rd  Green bin Winthorpe 

Mon        3rd     Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue          4th  Shrove Tuesday  

Tue          4th     Pancake Party Winthorpe 

Wed        5th  WAWA meeting Winthorpe 

Wed        5th  Ash Wednesday, Lent begins  

Fri            7th     Green bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      10th   Silver bin Winthorpe 

Mon      10th  Brown bin All 

Mon      10th    Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        11th   Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed      12th  WI meeting Winthorpe 

Fri          14th  Silver bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      17th  St Patrick’s Day  

Mon      17th    Green bin Winthorpe 

Mon      17th  Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        18th   Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed      19th  Garden Club Winthorpe 

Thur      20th  Parish Council meeting Winthorpe 

Fri          21st  Darts Evening Winthorpe 

Fri          21st   Green bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      24th  Silver bin Winthorpe 

Mon      24th  Brown bin All 

Mon      24th  Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Fri          28th    Silver bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      31st Green bin Winthorpe 

Mon      31st  Line Dancing Winthorpe 



 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the mobile library was cancelled on 3rd 

February; this month the library is scheduled to call on Monday 3rd March.  

 

Stop 
No. 

 

Village Location Arrive Depart 

1 
 

Winthorpe The Spinney 9.50am 10.10am 

2 
 

Winthorpe junction of Pocklington 
Crescent and Branston Close 

10.15am 10.35am 

3 
 

Winthorpe junction of Gainsborough Road 
and Woodlands 

10.40am 10.50am 

4 
 

Langford Langford Hall Farm 10.55am 11.10am 

5 
 

Holme Snaefell, Langford Lane 11.20am 11.30am 

6 
 

Holme Southview Farm 11.35am 11.55am 

*Information taken from inspireculture.org.uk 

Focal Point Online Edition 

The online edition of Focal Point is easy to find on the Winthorpe Village 

Website, and it’s in full colour! Just go to: 
 https://www.winthorpewithlangford-pc.gov.uk/focal-point-current-back-issues  

As well as the current issue, you can read previous issues, going back as far as 

2007. Focal Point is not only delivered free to residents of Winthorpe, 

Langford and Holme, but is free to read online by anyone, anywhere. 

 

Don’t forget to contact the editor about any events or activities happening in 

Winthorpe, Langford or Holme, so that they can be included in Focal Point. 

Email: winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com  Tel: 01636 676079 

https://www.winthorpewithlangford-pc.gov.uk/focal-point-current-back-issues
mailto:winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com


  



 
Olga Bradshaw R.I.P. (1924-2025) 

 
Many readers of Focal Point will be sad to hear the news that Olga Bradshaw 
died on Thursday 20th February. Olga lived in Winthorpe from 1967 until 
2021, when she moved to Hawton to live with her daughter and son-in-law. 
 
Olga leaves behind her daughter Noella, and son Michael, as well as four 
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. Our thoughts, prayers and best 
wishes are with her family at this difficult time. 
 
A full tribute to Olga will be included in next month’s edition of Focal Point. 
Please contact me if you have any memories of Olga which you would like to 
share. 

Julie Johnson-Hill (editor) 
 
 

 
 

Winthorpe Summer Festival 2025  
Saturday 28th June 1.00pm – 5.00pm 

  
Please put the date in your diaries and make the decision to come this year, 
no matter whether you are a frequent visitor to the event or have never been 
before! It’s always a fun afternoon, with something for everyone.  
 
This year we are joined in our endeavours by All Saints’ Church, the Village 
Hall and the Community Centre, who will all add more activities to the event; 
not only will the festivel be larger, but also more effective in raising money to 
support these essential organisations within the village.  
 
Further details will be forthcoming in future editions of Focal Point. If you 
would like to contribute to the festival in any way, maybe by having a stall or 
just lending a hand, please contact me: tel. 07714548561 or 01636 659582. 
 

 Sue Masheder  



 





 



Winthorpe Village Hall 
Darts Evening 

Friday 21st March 2025, from 7pm 
 

Is the next Dennis Taylor, Eric Bristow, Luke Littler or Fallon Sherlock living 
nearby? Darts, a sport that has captivated audiences with its incredible skill, 
precision, and entertainment value arrives at Winthorpe Village Hall on 
Friday 21st March 2025. 
 
This will be a fun evening, whatever your level of skill (or lack of it). All 
abilities are welcome. If you’d rather not play, then come along as a 
spectator. Entry fee is just £1, for players and spectators. 
 
Please bring your own drinks and glasses. Darts can be provided but you are 
welcome to bring your own if you wish. 
 
Please contact Joan Lord for more details and to register your interest in 
this event: tel. 07792 110540 
 

 

 

Tuesday 4th March, 3-5pm, At Winthorpe Village Hall 

Tickets: £3 (includes 2 pancakes + hot drink) 

 

Tickets available from: S. Conning, J. Lord, P. Lockwood, T. Applewhite 
This event is in aid of All Saints Church Winthorpe Maintenance Fund 

 



WINTHORPE WI 

The book club met at the Lord Nelson on 24th January to discuss Small 
Pleasures by Clare Chambers. Whilst we all enjoyed reading this book, we 
were disappointed with the ending. We will be reviewing The Hike by Lucy 
Clarke at our next meeting. The book club is open to all members of the WI. 
  
On 12th February Jenny Swindells, The Button Lady, presented a history of 
buttons, ranging from the very first buttons known to have existed three and 
a half thousand years ago, up until the present day. The early buttons were 
for adornment only and resembled brooches but, when fashions changed, so 
did the style and variety of buttons. Throughout the ages, buttons have been 
made of various materials and Acts of Parliament were passed, legislating for 
the type of button a person could wear, according to their status. 
  
Jenny gave us many interesting facts about the humble button:  button 
collecting is so popular that there is a British Button Society; a Persian button 
sold for £5,500; Birmingham was the centre of button making; and the first 
plastic button was made in 1862/63. She did not know exactly how many 
buttons are in her personal collection, but the samples she brought along to 
show us were beautiful works of art. 
  
Our next meeting will be our Annual Meeting on 12th March 2025.  Meetings 
are held on the second Wednesday of each month in Winthorpe Community 
Centre, starting at 7.30pm. The first visit is free of charge, subsequent visits 
incur a £5.00 charge. 

Pauline Lockwood 
 
 

Evening with Professor Sir Jonathan Van Tam 
 

I think most people would agree that Professor Sir Jonathan Van Tam did not 
disappoint when he came to talk to us on 7th February, having had to cancel 
at the last minute in October 2024, due to rail problems. His talk was both  
informative and interesting. Amongst other things, we learnt details of his 
family origins, the history of PPE and the complex work involved in dealing 
with the Covid pandemic. He talked about vaccines, lock down and the divide 
between scientific information and political decisions and then on a lighter 
note about the Downing Street cat.  



After the event, the Professor said 
that, although it was a grim look 
back on hard times, he hoped 
everyone would think it was a good 
talk. He was delighted that the 
evening raised £1069.10 for the 
Children’s Bereavement Centre and 
he thanked everyone for their 
efforts and support. The Professor 
had not taken a fee so that the 
ticket and raffle proceeds could go 
to his chosen charity. We are 
grateful to him for making the 
evening possible. 
 
Thank you to all those who helped, 
supported, donated and gave raffle 
prizes including local businesses: 
Masdings, Jane Young, Starbucks, 

Balmforth, Cards and More, Shirt Sleeves, Bakkavor, M&S, Waitrose, Newark 
Cylinders, The Little Flower Shop and Collingham Co-op.  Thanks also to 
Hargreaves Dairy for donating the milk for refreshments. Thank you to our 
member Ann Marriott for her work in arranging the raffle.   
 
The Children’s Bereavement Centre said that the money raised will enable 
them to help more children and they were very grateful.  

Viv Jackson  
President Winthorpe WI 

                                   

 
Defibrillator codes for Winthorpe 
Village Hall: CY543 
Community Centre: C159X  
Pocklington Crescent: C159X 
Defibrillator code for Holme 
Phone Box at junction of Langford Lane and High Steeet. No code needed.  
 



WINTHORPE GARDEN CLUB 

Our February meeting opened with a number of requests from the Chairman, 
Ian Wilson, to the members present: firstly, volunteers to help at the monthly 
meetings with such services as refreshments and the raffle; secondly, ideas 
and contact details for anyone who could deliver the presentation in March, 
as the scheduled guest speaker has cancelled due to illness; finally, to sign up 
for one or more of the three outings planned for 2025.  
 
The first of the aformentioned outings is to Norwell Nurseries and Gardens 
on 21st May and is an evening visit, with members making their own way 
there by car. Winthorpe Garden Club will subsidise the cost of the visit for 
members so that members will be charged £5 instead of the standard fee of 
£10. Members should sign up and pay in advance, on or before the meeting 
in March, please. 
 
The Garden Club’s 30th anniversary outing is to Devon, from 24th to 26th June, 
the main destination being RHS Garden Rosemoor, with other places of 
horicultural interest to be visited on the outward and homeward routes. This 
is a longer trip in time and distance than our usual overnight trip and a clear 
idea of numbers wishing to go along is needed in order to calculate how 
much it will cost. Anyone who is interested or would like more information 
should contact Ian Wilson (01636 686249) or Julie Parker (01636 893371). 
 
The one day outing this year is a coach trip to Breezy Knees Gardens near 
York, on 16th July. This will include a meal after the visit to the gardens. The 
cost will be calculated as numbers are confirmed. A deposit of £10 per person 
is required and should be paid on or before the meeting in March, please. 
 
Our guest speaker for the evening was Hannah Sylvester, who delivered a 
most interesting talk entitled ‘The Medicine Chest in your Back Garden’. 
Hannah gave us some information about her background as a medical 
herbalist, former lecturer at Lincoln University and her more recent venture 
as a podcaster, before going on to explain the work of a herbalist and the 
ways in which some plants can be used for medicinal purposes. She also 
cautioned us not to take risks! 
 
We learned about the benefits of weeds such as dandelion and stinging 
nettle, the many ways we can make good use of the peppermint, spearmint 



and lemon balm in our gardens and – my personal favourite – the amazing 
qualities of Rosemary. The phrase ‘rosemary for remembrance’ took on new 
meaning when we learned that scrunching fresh rosemary between your 
fingers and thumb then inhaling it stimulates blood flow to the brain and 
thereby improves the memory! In addition, rosemary is good for circulation, 
digestion and as a decongestant. No wonder it has always been my favourite 
herb! Thyme and garden sage also featured in Hannah’s talk, giving us lots of 
encouragement to add to our herb gardens and use aromatic herbs for 
infusions and tinctures to keep us in good health. 
 
Hannah passed around some of her own ‘concoctions’ for us to inhale or 
even taste. At the end of her talk she not only answered questions but also 
provided drawstring tea sachets for members to fill with some of her dried 
herbs and plants, to take home and try for themselves. Hannah’s podcast can 
be found by following this link: https://thedistrictherbalist.co.uk/edge-of-the-
hedge-podcast/  
 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 21st March at 7.30pm at Winthorpe 
Community Centre. Non-members are very welcome to join us. 
 

Julie Johnson-Hill 
 

 

Winthorpe with Langford Parish Council  

Parish Councillor Vacancy 

Following a recent resignation from the Parish Council we have vacancy for a 

Parish Councillor to represent Winthorpe Parish. The successful applicant will 

hold the post for four years and will have a great opportunity to become 

more involved in the community and contribute to the future of Winthorpe 

and Langford. 

Applicants should contact the Chair of the Parish Council (Paul Smith) on 

mobile number 07568 543202 to be considered and for more information. 

Those applying will be asked to provide a short resume of their background 

which should also cover their strengths and the benefits they can bring to the 

Parish Council and our community in general. 

 

https://thedistrictherbalist.co.uk/edge-of-the-hedge-podcast/
https://thedistrictherbalist.co.uk/edge-of-the-hedge-podcast/


Winthorpe with Langford Parish Council 

At the February meeting of the Parish Council we discussed 
working with the Community Centre committee to improve 
security, to include possibly installing CCTV cameras at 
various locations and the installation of a height restriction 
barrier at the road entrance to the Community Centre. 

Moving forward: improving parking around Winthorpe School 
As mentioned in the last edition of Focal Point, we held the first meeting of 
the School Parking Liaison Group on 11th February.  Myself, the Headteacher 
(Rob Cook) together with the PTA, parents and local residents considered all 
the actions which had been put in place previously and what was working or 
not working. We identified a range of ideas which will be put in place over the 
next few weeks, which we hope will improve the situation. These will include: 

• Introduction of two drop off points for parents (The Community Centre and 
The Lord Nelson) with a ‘Walking Bus’ from those locations to the school, to 
be overseen by The School and The PTA 

• Cutting back of the hedge and banking on Thoroughfare Lane (about 1.0m) 
to allow for easier access to the school and possible disabled child parking 
here or in the layby, the work to be carried out by the Parish Council. 

• Occasional ‘Parking Marshalls’ to oversee safe dropping off / picking up and 
enforcement of the parking guidelines, which have been distributed to 
parents frequently in the past. 

Other ideas were discussed, which may be introduced if the measures above 

do not have the desired outcome. Thank you to everyone involved so far and 

let’s hope that this helps the small number of parents to do what is right! 

VE 80 Parish Celebrations:  
As I’m sure we all know the nation will be celebrating ‘Victory in Europe’ on 
the 8th May this year. As usual our Parish will be playing our part and there 
will be opportunities for all residents to get involved. Some of the ideas we 
will be putting in place are as follows: flying the VE Day flag; possibly ringing 
the bells at All Saints Church, Winthorpe (the church would welcome new bell 
ringers; lighting the Winthorpe Beacon and a Light of Peace;  gathering at the  
Community Centre, with a possible party or, as it’s National Fish and Chip Day, 
fish and chips available to order/purchase. There will be more information in 



next month’s Focal Point; in the meantime, please let me know if you have 
any ideas or would like to get involved.  
 
More community progress being made:  
We’ve now identified several areas of Parish Improvement,  which we will 
work on over coming years, including completion of the Coronation Bank 
riverside walk; Jubilee Meadow nature walk; solar panels for Winthorpe 
School; and the new Children’s activity area on the old Skate Park. We have 
been very successful in securing funding in the past and are now in the 
process of approaching various additional funding sources to support this 
work.  
 
We have decided to plant wild flowers in the area around the new tree 
planting on Jubilee Meadow. The idea for this has been led by Sarah Cullen, 
so thanks Sarah for your inspiration. We will need to clear some ground to 
allow the plants to be set. Therefore, although this is late notice, we need 
your help. If anybody is free for an hour or two’s work on Sunday 2nd March, 
please join us from 10.00am. I will be using What’s App groups to get this 
message out as well. 
 
We have received some great ideas for the nature walk from the children at 
Winthorpe School! We are currently looking at what is feasible and will be 
including these ideas into the delivery of the work later this year. So, a big 
thank you goes to the children for all their ideas and hard work.  
 
Sadly, we have experienced acts of vandalism and damage around the parish 

over the past month, including broken tree branches; a pallet and other items 

being thrown into The Fleet; and the gate into the Cricket Club field being 

badly damaged during the theft of a vehicle. We are currently exploring the 

introduction of CCTV around all Parish Council owned land in an effort to help 

combat this unwelcome anti-social behaviour. 

And finally…….. 
So that’s all for this month. The next meeting of the Parish Council is on 
Thursday, 20th March, starting at 7.30pm; if you have any comments or ideas 
in the meantime, as always please let me know.  

Paul Smith (PC Chair)  
paul@bridgfordss.co.uk 

mailto:paul@bridgfordss.co.uk


Think Again A46 Residents’ Group 
 

The second deadline in the process for examining the 

planning application proposal from National Highways 

for the A46 Newark bypass, set by the Examining 

Authority, has now passed. Think Again have been 

involved and have submitted a further version of the 

Statement of Common Ground, which records agreement on more of the 

concerns raised. Some issues remain outstanding particularly resolution of 

flooding concerns regarding additional road surface water flowing into the 

River Fleet. 

The Examining Authority carried out a further accompanied site inspection 

visit to the village during January, to assess the concerns raised by Think 

Again at both the A1 and A46 ends of the village.  

All the information is available on the Planning Inspectorate website. If you 

have any specific questions or concerns about the scheme, or would like to 

know more, please contact Think Again via the folllowing links: 

https://a46thinkagain.org.uk/  Twitter: https://twitter.com/ThinkAgainA46 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/ThinkAgainA46Newark 

 
The Winthorpe Community Centre Charity 

Please contact Richard Cuene-Grandidier if you would 
like to join the 100 Club: rcgracing@yahoo.co.uk   Telephone: 07932 110915 

https://a46thinkagain.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/ThinkAgainA46
https://www.facebook.com/ThinkAgainA46Newark
mailto:rcgracing@yahoo.co.uk


NEWARK FOODBANK 

The two most recent deliveries made to the 

Foodbank  weighed in at 65kg and 50.9kg. As everyone will be aware, the 

cost of living is harder and harder to fund, and some members of our society, 

through no fault of their own, have little or no reserves to draw on. The up to 

date list of items needed include: tins of fruit, fish, meat, vegetables, 

tomatoes, potatoes, rice puddings, sponge puddiings. Also long life milk/fruit 

juice, toilet rolls, and all types of toiletries. 

The collection points in Winthorpe are: 
*The Lord Nelson. Collection box in main area on the left. 
*Church porch, Sunday 10am-12 noon and Thursday 1.30pm-3.30pm. 
*The black swing bin by my front door, 11 Gainsborough Rd, Winthorpe, 
available 24/7. 
If you would prefer to donate via your bank, the Foodbank details are 
NatWest, sort code 54 10 23, a/c no. 19405812 
Thank you 

Jane White 



COLLINGHAM CARS 
 

Exclusively serving Collingham and surrounding areas 

Fully Licensed Private Hire/HackneyCarriage : DBS Checked :  

Airport pick up/drop off : Hospital appointments : Shopping trips : 

Competitive rates : ANY journey undertaken : Female drivers : 

Call Penny on 0783 33 15 928 

EDLIN ROOFING 
Contact us for a free quote, no job too small 

01636 674884                                      07983604893 
 

richardedlinpropertyservices@hotmail.co.uk 
www.edlinroofingnewark.co.uk 

 

 

Advertising Space Available 

Focal Point is delivered free, every month of the year, to all residents 

of Winthorpe, Langford and Holme, as well as Winthorpe School and 

The Lord Nelson. It is also free to read online. Connect your business  

with our readers. This space will cost you just £90 for a whole year!  

CLIVE SMITH  
Your Local Decorator             

 

Interior & Exterior Painting and Decorating 

Quality Work – Prompt Attention – Free Estimates 

Tel. 01636 679904 or 07742412081 

 

mailto:richardedlinpropertyservices@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.edlinroofingnewark.co.ukk/


COLLINGHAM BOWLS CLUB SEASON 2025 
 
Collingham Bowls Club has been located at Dale Field since 1933. Access is via 
Collingham Cricket Club. It is a friendly Club and we are always pleased to 
welcome new members, whether experienced, intermediate or beginners. 
 
Our members are looking forward to the new outdoor season. In preparation 
for this, the Club will be holding a pre-season coffee morning on:  

Saturday 22nd March, 9.30am - 11.30am,  
at the Mayfield Room, Collingham Memorial Hall. 

If you are interested in playing bowls during the summer, please do come 
along to this event and have a chat with our members about this local club 
and its various activities. 

 
THE OPENING OF THE GREEN EVENT: 

SATURDAY 19th APRIL 
11am for 11.30am start 

Please note that this competition is for members only . 
 
The outdoor season runs from April to September; during this time, the Club 
competes in four different local leagues (3 in Lincolnshire, 1 in Newark), with 
matches either at home or away each week. Our members also participate in 
various competitions and social events run by the Club, starting and ending 
with fun social days. The Club hopes to build on the successes of previous 
seasons. A friendly mid-season match against Woodhall Spa is also arranged.  
                                        
Beginners are always welcome; help in learning the game is available. Free 
“Have a Go” sessions, at which potential new members of any standard are 
always welcome, will run every week from Friday 25th April, 5.30pm - 6.30pm. 
Simply turn up at 5.30pm at the Club with your enthusiasm and a pair of flat 
soled shoes. Everything else you might need will be provided . 
 
For further information contact our Chairperson, Malcolm Baker: 
malcolmjbaker@yahoo.com.uk or Nina Ward on ninajward17@gmail.com 
 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU! 

 
Collingham Bowls Club Committee 

mailto:malcolmjbaker@yahoo.com.uk
mailto:ninajward@live.co.uk
mailto:17@gmail.com


Is there a Roman bridge over the River Trent in the Winthorpe area? 

Several people have asked if there was once a Roman bridge over the River 

Trent near Winthorpe, following mention of it in the Winthorpe Heritage 

Guide, produced by Winthorpe with Langford Parish Council in 2022. 

There is an ancient association between the River Trent, Winthorpe village 

and the surrounding area. Romano-British farming settlements developed on 

the good quality agricultural land on the east bank of the Trent around 

Winthorpe, Holme, Besthorpe and Collingham. Archaeological evidence of 

how these people lived and worked has been found following excavations in 

the area. The River Trent itself has been a major navigational route since the 

iron age and people of all eras have used it for trade and commerce, enabling 

goods and services to be transported far and wide. 

Winthorpe grew as a prosperous farming community, established by Viking 

settlers. The Trent in this area was once much wider than today and tidal. It 

has changed its course over time, following either man-made changes or 

natural events; deep and shallow channels were regularly created seasonally 

in its flood plain. There is evidence of Roman presence in the area, with the 

Fosse Way passing close to the edge of Winthorpe and a marching camp on 

Langford Lane, Holme. Romano-British artifacts and settlement remains have 

been found north of Holme and in Collingham, close to the Trent. A villa was 

discovered in the 1930s off Folly Lane, Norton Disney; and subsequent 

excavations have identified another Roman road, adjoining North Scaffold 

Lane, Collingham. In Roman times Brough was named Crococalana and was 

established as a small, defended town on the Fosse Way. 

Given this activity, it is likely that some form of bridge crossing existed to 

allow for travel from this area to other known areas of Roman activity in west 

Nottinghamshire and to link to the major road network of the time. First 

mention of a bridge in the Winthorpe area was made in 1792 and 1793 when, 

following a summer dry spell, remains of a wooden bridge structure were 

identified. William Dickenson, a local historian of the time, recorded that the 

bridge was situated near Winthorpe. No evidence was identified to prove 

this. However, in October 1884, two piers of a bridge were discovered 

following dredging work between South Collingham and Cromwell. These 



were “lozenge shaped” with wooden foundations, set with stone and 

masonry piers. The bridge’s remains were blown up to allow for the safe 

passage of river traffic. It is likely that the bridge consisted of six or seven 

piers, with a length and span of 29 feet each. Photographs were taken and 

the pier structure recorded. It was front page news in the Newark Advertiser 

at the time. The bridge foundations were found  north of the current 

Cromwell Weir in an area of the river known historically as “The Oven”. If you 

were to draw a line following North Scaffold Lane towards the river, it would 

cross the River Trent at this point. Some timber was recovered from the 

bridge piers and is held in the care of Newark Museum. 

It has been argued that the bridge was Roman and followed a similar design 

to that found at Corbridge and Chesters in Northumberland. However, it is 

unlikely that this will ever be proven conclusively. The timbers from the 

bridge held at Newark Museum have been dated to the eighth century, but 

who is to say that there wasn’t an earlier bridge on the same site? 

So, the evidence shows quite clearly that there was indeed a bridge over the 

River Trent but not in the immediate Winthorpe area and the recorded 

details show that it wasn’t Roman! 

Diagram and photograph of the bridge pier 

 

Article written by Andy Leary  

with thanks to Brian Wareing for his help with the research 



All Saints’ Church,  
Winthorpe 

Has spring arrived? It certainly hadn't as I wrote these 

March notes. We were still feeling the cold easterly 

winds but at least we had snowdrops, aconites and 

early daffodils to see and add some welcome colour to the grey skies!! 

Thank you to everyone who will be supporting our Pancake Party on Shrove 

Tuesday – ticket sales have gone very well.  

March takes us into Lent – please look out for the special Lent services taking 

place throughout the Group on the East Trent Churches website. Here in 

Winthorpe we have our normal Services this month and look forward in April 

to our own special Easter services;  more details of that in the April’s Focal 

Point. Although there will be no Service on Mothering Sunday, we are taking 

the opportunity to host our ‘Thank You Party’ on Saturday 28th March in 

church; invitations are out and we look forward to seeing many of you then. 

I give early notice of our APCM,  which will be held in church on Wednesday, 

30th April at 7.20pm. 

In our prayers we are thinking about anyone in the village who is unwell, 

hospitalised or facing a bereavement at this time.      

Tisha Applewhite (Churchwarden)  

Tel. 01636 643763 or 07896821414 or email tishapplewhite@msn.com 

Church Cleaners:    Mrs J Lord and Mrs J White 

 

mailto:tishapplewhite@msn.com


St. Giles Church,  
Holme 

Dear Friends and Supporters of St Giles’ Church 

 

At last, we’re into March, which is always a good 
time at Holme church: the welcome sight of the daffodils, lighter evenings 
and the return of visitors during still sunny days. 
 
Our first service since Christmas Day will be on Sunday 16th March, when we 
are hoping for plenty of support, as it will be taken by Canon Richard Kellett 
who is Associate Archdeacon for the Diocese. He is coming as part of his 
desire to get a feel for how churches run in these parts and Holme was 
selected as a good example of a rural church with a good following by people 
who live in the neighbouring villages and beyond. Please come if you can; as 
usual, there will be coffee and biscuits afterwards and the chance for a good 
natter and catch up. 
 
The second important event in March is our APCM (Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting) on Monday 24th March at 7pm in the church. Just before the APCM 
there will be a meeting of the Parishioners – anyone whose name is on the 
electoral register for Holme can attend, also those who are on the church 
Electoral Roll – to elect the two churchwardens. The APCM will then take 
place, when the PCC will be elected, the annual reports for the past year will 
be presented and other matters of parochial or general Church interest will 
be discussed. 
 
Moving on from this, we hope to be able to make some changes in the 
running of the church during 2025 and to develop it into a place where we 
can play a wider role in the village and surrounding area. 
 
With best wishes, Nigel 
 

Nigel Priestley (Churchwarden) 01636 892020  
email: nigel.priestley10@gmail.com  
 

 

mailto:nigel.priestley10@gmail.com


St Bartholomew’s 
Church, Langford 

Langford Church and Church Garden news 

Thank you to all who continue to help keep St 
Bartholomew church well-kept and welcoming both inside and out. Langford 
Church offers a calm welcome for all, and it is the small amounts of time and 
thought provided by our community that will keep it open into the future.  
Offers to help clean the church would be very welcome. There is a service 
once a month and we try to clean the church a day or two before so that it is 
fresh and welcoming for the Sunday service. With more people helping with 
cleaning, this will mean only 2-3 times per person over the year. All cleaning 
materials are provided and stored at the church. Please let Becky know if you 
are interested in finding out more about what cleaning the church entails. If 
you are interested in helping in this way, we can then look at dates when you 
may be available. 
 
Does anyone have a small step ladder they would 
like to donate to church? If so, it would be really 
helpful for reaching the shelves, where we store 
our decorations, as well as for the cleaning and 
decorating activities. 
 
Our first community gardening activity of this year will be on Saturday 1st 
March 1-3pm. This will include cutting back the hedges before the birds start 
nesting. Refreshments will be served and all are welcome. 
 
Easter and Springtime at Langford Church 
The service in April will be on Sunday 27th April, a week after Easter. We will 
be cleaning and decorating church on Saturday 19th April, as a celebration of 
Easter and Springtime; church will be open from 11.30am and refreshments 
will be available until 1.30pm. All those who can come and join us will be very 
welcome. There will even be an Easter egg or two! 
 
Jerry Steele, Church Warden (01636 893143) 
Becky and John, Langford Crossing (07753117530) 
‘Friends of Langford Church and Gardens’ group 



Church Services for March 2025 

 

 

Sunday 9th    
(1st of Lent)     10.15am Morning Worship Winthorpe 
 
Sunday 16th    
(2nd of Lent)  10.00am Holy Communion Holme 
    
Sunday 23rd        
(3rd of Lent)  10.00am Morning Worship Langford 
     5.00pm  Evening Prayer                Winthorpe  
 
 
Every Thursday 1.30 – 3.30pm Open Church  Winthorpe 
 
Every Day  10.00 – 4.00pm Open Church  Holme +  
        Langford 
 

 
For more information please visit the East Trent Churches website: 

www.easttrentchurches.org.uk 

 

 

http://www.easttrentchurches.org.uk/


St David’s Day 1st March: the only native-born patron saint of the countries 

of the United Kindom and Ireland, St David died on 1st March in 589. His last 

words to his followers came from a sermon he gave on the previous Sunday: 

‘Be joyful, keep the faith, and do the little things that you have heard and 

seen me do.’  

St Patrick’s Day 17th March: born in Britain of a Romanized family, Patrick 

was kidnapped at the age of 16 and taken to Ireland as a slave. He escaped 

six years later but returned to Ireland in later years to convert the Irish to 

Christianity. By the time of his death on 17th March in 461, he had established 

monasteries, churches, and schools. Legends grew up around him, including 

that he drove the snakes out of Ireland and used the shamrock to explain the 

Holy Trinity.   

https://www.britannica.com/place/Roman-Britain
https://www.britannica.com/place/Ireland-island
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Christianity
https://www.britannica.com/topic/monastery
https://www.britannica.com/topic/church-Christianity
https://www.britannica.com/animal/snake
https://www.britannica.com/plant/shamrock
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Trinity-Christianity


David and Patrick Quiz 

How well do you know your Davids and Patricks? Just for fun.  

1. Did the Prime Minister of the UK 1916-1922 know your father? (5,5,6) 

2. The man every woman needs for Dirty Dancing (7,6) 

3. Novel by Charles Dickens, featuring Mr Dick and Peggotty (5,11) 

4. Patrick James John, champion jockey and three times Derby winner (3,6) 

5. Kit’s driver and Pamela’s lifesaving beach buddy (5,10) 

6. Inspector Alleyn meets Detective Sergeant Chisholm in this actor (7,8) 

7. Biblical giant defeated by shepherd boy David with a slingshot (7) 

8. Danger Man or Prisoner Number Six, what is your real name? (7,8) 

9. This friend of Prince William is an expert about Planet Earth (5,12) 

10. The northernmost location of a town called Patrick is on this island (4,2,3) 

11.  Influential cookery writer, who wrote French Provincial Cooking (9,5) 

12. Former Arsenal and France footballer, now manager of Genoa (7,6) 

13. With a population of 1751 (2021), the smallest city of the UK (2,6) 

14. Patrick Star is the best friend of which cartoon character? (9,11) 

15.  Hunky Dory Starman who enjoyed the Golden Years (5,5) 

16. Irish writer of the poem On Raglan Road, set to music by Van Morrison (7,8) 

17. Florentine painter and sculptor who created the marble statue, David (12) 

18. Xylophonist extraordinaire and quirky presenter of The Sky at Night (7,5) 

19. Found by Stanley by the shore of Lake Tanganyika in 1871, I presume? (5,11) 

20. Fenland Councillor, represents Wisbech Walsoken and Waterlees Ward (5,7)  

 

 

Compiled by Julie Johnson-Hill 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Welsh_Dragon
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


‘More Love’ – Pop Songs Quiz (part 2) 

Pop Songs that mention ‘love’ in the title 

Songs range from 1964-1992 Try not to use Google! 

Give yourself 1 point for the song & 1 point for the artiste (20 available in total) 

Quiz compiled by Bob Warriner 

QUESTIONS 

1. Beloved attachment to you by Macca & his flying limbs (1973) – 2,4 by 4,9,3,5 

2. A day for making your feelings known by the remedy (1992) – 6,2,2,4 by 3,4 

3. Amore twice for you little one by confused season of Manus Modern (1976) - 

4,2,4,3,4 by 5,6 

4. It could only have been one thing by a stony tennis game (1990) – 2,4,4,4,4 by 7 

5. Passion that will split you and I by a happy army section (1980) – 4,4,4,2,5 by 3,8 

6. Make your devotion feel delicate by Graceland boss (1956) – 4,2,6 by 5,7 

7. Deep affection seems to be everywhere by three identical soaks (1994) – 4,2,3,6 

by 3,3,3 

8. Shipwrecked romance maybe? by a gem of a guy (1980) – 4,2,3,5 by 4,7 

9. Painful amorous experience by a kid’s father & a great sea (1976) – 4,6,5,7,3 by 

5,5 

10. A shabby, romantic shed by some American aircraft (1990) 4,5 by 3,1-3 

 

Last month’s pop quiz answers: 

1. Love Is The Drug by Roxy Music 

2. Baby Love by The Supremes 

3. What’s Love Got To Do With It? by Tina Turner 

4. Can’t Buy Me Love by The Beatles 

5. Love Train by The O’Jays 

6. The Power of Love by Frankie Goes to Hollywood 

7. I Feel Love by Donna Summer 

8. Tainted Love by Soft Cell 

9. I Will Always Love You by Whitney Houston 

10. The Love I Lost by Harold Melvin and the Bluenotes 

11. Puppy Love by Donny Osmond 

12. I Want To Know What Love Is by Foreigner 

13. Your Love Is King by Sade 

14. I Just Called To Say I Love You by Stevie Wonder 

https://freepngimg.com/png/48372-musical-notation-symbol-images-free-clipart-hd
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


  

 

 
 

 

Fresh Local Farm Milk 
unhomogenised 

Delivered to your door  
on Mondays, Wednesdays & 

Fridays in glass bottles 
£1.50 per litre bottle 

Produced, Pasteurised and 
Bottled in Danethorpe 

tel: Robin 07587 140106 



  

 

Home Tuition in 
Winthorpe 

Experienced teacher,  
private tutor and GCSE examiner 

Up to GCSE and A’ Level:  
English Language & Literature 

Up to GCSE: French, History, R.E. 
 

Contact Julie Hill: 01636 676079  
email: eledanjos12@outlook.com 

DBS Certificate  

BEAUTY THERAPIST & FOOT 
CARE PRACTITIONER 

 
Sports Massage, Scalp Massage, 

Facials, Aromatherapy, Reiki, 
Reflexology, Hopi Candles, 

Manicures, Pedicures and Waxing 
 

 Reliable, friendly and professional 
Over 30 yrs experience.  

Home visits.  
Call Amanda: 07976358272 

N.E.M  
PLUMBING SERVICES 

 
All types of  

plumbing work undertaken 
No Job too small  

No call out charge 
20 years of experience 

 
Contact Neil: 07774 163372 

or 01636 687104 
29, Woodlands, Winthorpe NG24 2NL 

mailto:eledanjos12@outlook.com


 


