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Town & Country Joinery Services 
Est. 1992, serving the Winthorpe area 

 

In the garden: Fencing repairs, garden 
gates, re-felting shed roofs 

In the home: kitchen alterations, 
general joinery, timber repairs 

 
Call Keith for a free estimate: 

07971 325270 
Quality work always 

Fully qualified and insured 

Why Not 
Advertise Your Business or Event 

with Focal Point? 
 

We offer excellent rates with discounts if 
you advertise for 6 or 12 consecutive 

months. 
 

We also give generous discounts for 
events, groups and organisations within 

our neighbouring villages. 

If you would like to place an advert in Focal Point, please contact the editor for 
more information: winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com 

 

mailto:winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com


 
May has been a glorious month, with some temperatures reminiscent of full 
summer rather than spring. However, I know that farmers and gardeners are 
in desperate need of rain and my hope, as ever, is that we get rain between 
midnight and 5am, with lovely sunny days to enjoy in June! 
 
As we go through June, families of teenagers will be ticking exams off the 
calendar and looking forward to the end of GCSEs and A’ Levels for this year – 
as am I, and I wish all my students and their families the very best at this 
stressful time. Hopefully, a good summer lies at the other side of the exam 
period and we can enjoy relaxing with family and friends, as well as joining in 
with events around our villages and in the wider locality. 
 
There’s lots to read about what has been happening and what is coming up in 
June and July, whether it’s a Garden Club outing, WI and WAWA meetings, 
musical fundraising at church or the summer festival, so do try to join in with 
some of these social activities. And please support Andrew and Steve in their 
amazing effort, cycling across Lincolnshire to raise funds for Notts and Lincs 
Air Ambulance. 
 
In recent weeks, I have heard the cheers from Winthorpe Cricket Club drifting 
on the breeze into my garden and I’m delighted that the teams are doing so 
well. The Tennis Club is also back in full swing. Lots of busy people are making 
preparations for Winthorpe Summer Festival and Newark Air Museum is 
gearing up for Cockpit-Fest – well done to the winners of that competition 
and many thanks to Howard at the air museum for being so generous with 
the prizes.  
 
Finally a request to all you culinary wizards out there – if you have a family 
recipe to share, please send it to be included in an edition of Focal Point! 
 

Julie Johnson-Hill (01636 676079) 

THE DEADLINE FOR JUNE’S EDITION IS 18TH JUNE 

winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com 

JUNE 2025 
ISSUE NO. 533 
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June Calendar 

When What Where 

Mon        2nd    Silver bin Winthorpe 

Mon        2nd   Brown bin All 

Mon        2nd   Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue          3rd   Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed        4th  WAWA meeting Winthorpe 

Wed        4th  Teal bin (Glass) Holme 

Fri            6th  Silver bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon        9th  Green bin Winthorpe 

Mon        9th    Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        10th   Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed      11th  WI meeting Winthorpe 

   

Fri          13th  Green bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      16th    Silver bin Winthorpe 

Mon      16th  Brown bin All 

Mon      16th  Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        17th   Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Thur      19th  Parish Council meeting Winthorpe 

Fri          20th      Silver bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      23rd    Green bin Winthorpe 

   

Mon      23rd   Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        24th  Community Cuppa Winthorpe  

Tue 24th-
Thur 26th  

Garden Club 3 day trip Devon 

Fri          27th  Green bin L’ford/ Holme 

Sat         28th  Summer Festival Winthorpe 

Mon      30th  Silver bin Winthorpe 

Mon      30th  Brown bin All 



 

The mobile library was cancelled on Monday 28th April and the editor of Focal 

Point was not notified in advance. The mobile library will call at our three 

villages on Monday 16th June. The contact telephone number for matters 

regarding the mobile library service is 0115 8043196 (Southwell Library). 

 

Stop 
No. 

 

Village Location Arrive Depart 

1 
 

Winthorpe The Spinney 9.50am 10.10am 

2 
 

Winthorpe junction of Pocklington 
Crescent and Branston Close 

10.15am 10.35am 

3 
 

Winthorpe junction of Gainsborough Road 
and Woodlands 

10.40am 10.50am 

4 
 

Langford Langford Hall Farm 10.55am 11.10am 

5 
 

Holme Snaefell, Langford Lane 11.20am 11.30am 

6 
 

Holme Southview Farm 11.35am 11.55am 

*Information taken from inspireculture.org.uk

Focal Point Online Edition 

The online edition of Focal Point is easy to find on the Winthorpe Village 

Website, and it’s in full colour! Just go to: 
 https://www.winthorpewithlangford-pc.gov.uk/focal-point-current-back-issues  

As well as the current issue, you can read previous issues, going back as far as 

2007. Focal Point is not only delivered free to residents of Winthorpe, 

Langford and Holme, but is free to read online by anyone, anywhere. 

Don’t forget to contact the editor about any events or activities happening in 

Winthorpe, Langford or Holme, so that they can be included in Focal Point. 

Email: winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com  Tel: 01636 676079 

https://www.winthorpewithlangford-pc.gov.uk/focal-point-current-back-issues
mailto:winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com


  



  



Sunday 11th May, Afternoon Tea to celebrate VE Day 
 

Some weeks ago, I was asked if I 
could organise the food for the 
Parish Council’s VE Day 
celebration. I was very happy to do 
so and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all those who 
helped to make the VE Day 
afternoon tea such a success. 

Ninety-five people attended the event on what was a gloriously sunny day. 
Guests were very complimentary and said that they had thoroughly enjoyed 
the occasion, the company and the food. 
 
The event would not have been possible without the support of Sue, Jill and 
Chloe, who helped to make 400 assorted sandwiches, then presented the 
food and cakes on antique cake stands; tea and coffee was served from 
quirky teapots. It really was a busy day and a great team effort; ladies, thank 
you so much for giving up your time to make the day such a success. You 
were amazing. 
 
Earlier that morning, the Community Centre was decorated with Union Jack 
bunting and a ‘Lest We Forget’ flag. Michele and Jane were up at the crack of 
dawn to make sure everything was completed before the tables and chairs 
were put out by Phil, Peter, Chris and James. The ‘boys’ did a grand job of 
setting up the tables to a specific table plan, complete with serviettes, name 
tags and plates. The room looked fantastic. 
 
Leane and Chester guided guests to their seats and no one 
got lost! There was a raffle in aid of the Royal British Legion 
and the Community Centre. Michele and Jane sold tickets; 
Leane, Chester and Viv gave out prizes to the winning ticket 
holders. There were many excellent prizes, donated by 
people from our villages. Bob (the photographer) was busy all 
afternoon, trying to take snapshots of everyone, to be 
published in the gallery of  Winthorpe village website. Mark 
Kneen welcomed guests to the event and at 5pm lit the 
beacon, observed by many of the guests.  



I would like to thank Newark and Sherwood District Council, who helped to 
fund the event; Asda, Morrisons and the Co-op for their food donations; the   
Community Centre trustees, who allowed us to use the hall; thank you to 
Emma, who very generously provided the delicious smoked salmon, cream 
cheese and banqueting roll – what a star. Thanks to Lynne for delicious 
scones topped with homemade jam and clotted cream. The egg mayonnaise 
sandwiches were made with organic eggs provided by Mark Brown at 
Cluckingham Palace, Winthorpe.The chickens worked eggstra hard and laid 
four dozen eggs. They did us proud. 
 
Clearing up involved a great team effort and so many people helped, clearing 
the room in double quick time; the washing up was done within an hour, 
which was incredible, bearing in mind that the dishwasher was out of order! 
 
Finally, a big thank you to the Parish Council for your support, and especially 
to Leane, who dealt with the insurance requirements, risk assessment, event 
safety management plan and first aid cover. I think that everyone will agree, 
it really was a lovely day. 
 
Denise Day 
Photographs by Bob Warriner and Mark Kneen 
 

  



   



ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH,  WINTHORPE 

is hosting 

Bassingham Choir and Friends 

performing a ‘Night at the Musicals’ 

on Friday 4th July at 7.30pm, in church 

Ticket price: £10 (to include Interval refreshments) 

Tickets are available from: T. Applewhite, S.Conning, J.Lord, P.Lockwood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WAWA – Winthorpe Amateur Wine Association  

Our VE Day wine tasting evening on 7th May was a great success; we tasted 
English wines, presented by Helenka Brown of Hanwell Wine Estate and 
French reds by one of our members, Richard Cuène-Grandidier. A light buffet 
supper was provided, which included English and French cheeses. 

June sees a return visit by Dawn from Laithwaites. She’s proved very popular 
and given WAWA members great discounts in the past. July will be 
the AGM followed by a fun in-house tasting and buffet. In September 
we start anew! 

If you would like to find out more about us or join WAWA and have 
fun over a glass of wine, please email us: 
winthorpeawineassoc@gmail.com  

mailto:winthorpeawineassoc@gmail.com
https://impresioneslasjustasimpresiones.blogspot.com/2012_02_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/arcticpenguin/11922975255
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://puiyeel.deviantart.com/art/The-Lion-King-Broadway-Poster-270322257
https://puiyeel.deviantart.com/art/The-Lion-King-Broadway-Poster-270322257
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 



                  C2C2C CHARITY CYCLE RIDE 
 
 

On June 26th 2025, Steve Lord and Andrew Parkin will 
attempt the City to Coast to City (C2C2C) as part of the 

fund-raising team for the Notts and Lincs Air Ambulance service. The 
route goes from Lincoln to Saltfleet on the Lincolnshire coast and back 
again, a distance of 100 miles through beautiful countryside. 

 
Please help to support the intrepid duo in this important cause, as this 
is not only a personal challenge, but will also help to fund a service 
which can make a real difference in saving lives. Who knows when any 
one of us might need their expertise?  
 

Please give generously on our Just Giving websites:  
Steve: https://www.justgiving.com/page/steve-lord-2  
Andrew: https://www.justgiving.com/page/a-parkin-1 

or any other form of donation. 
 

Thanks, Steve and Andrew 
(PS we will be self-funding our own Vaseline) 

 

 
The collection points in Winthorpe: 

There is now a collection box again at the Lord 

Nelson pub, located in the first room on the left. 

· Church porch, whenever there is a service on, and also Thursday from 

1.30pm to 3.30pm during open church. 

· The black swing bin by my front door, 11 Gainsborough Rd, Winthorpe, 

available 24/7. 

If you would prefer to donate via your bank, the Foodbank details are:  

NatWest, sort code 54 10 23, a/c no. 19405812 

Thank you, Jane White 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/steve-lord-2
https://www.justgiving.com/page/a-parkin-1


The Winthorpe Community Centre Charity 

Please contact Richard Cuene-Grandidier if you would 
like to join the 100 Club: rcgracing@yahoo.co.uk   Telephone: 07932 110915 
 

Defibrillator codes for Winthorpe 
Village Hall: CY543 
Community Centre: C159X  
Pocklington Crescent: C159X 
Defibrillator code for Holme 
Phone Box at junction of Langford Lane and High Steeet. No code needed.  

 
Cockpit-Fest 2025, Competition Results! 

Congratulations to Sinead Mooney and Adam Dalton, who 

both submitted the correct answer to the competition. 

Newark Air Museum has been incredibly generous in deciding to award two 

family tickets, one to each of our winners, 

for this year’s Cockpit-Fest! 

The Newark Air Museum is once again 

hosting its annual Cockpit-Fest and 

Aeroboot sale on Saturday 21st & Sunday 

22nd June. This year will be a special 25th 

anniversary year for the event. For more 

information, check out the website:  

https://www.newarkairmuseum.org/on-the-radar/events 

mailto:rcgracing@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.newarkairmuseum.org/on-the-radar/events


WINTHORPE WI 

The WI met on Wednesday 14th May to discuss this year's resolution: 
"Bystanders Can be Lifesavers". There are over 30,000 out of hospital cardiac 
arrests a year in the UK, of which only one in ten people survive, and women 
are more at risk than men. Newark and District Community First Aiders, Kev, 
John and Judith, with the help of a video, took us through the process, 
explaining what happens inside our bodies when we experience a cardiac 
arrest, before going on to demonstrate how to use the defibrillator. The 
relevant points to remember are: assess the danger, respond accordingly, 
check airway and breathing. Compressions should be two inches deep to 
allow blood to get to the brain, with thirty compressions followed by two 
breaths. Doing this will allow 5-6 minutes of time. The resolution was passed 
unanimously. 
  
As well as members, there were two visitors and one lapsed member, who 
has rejoined. Three birthdays were celebrated. We also had a bookstall with a 
good selection of books. 
  
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday 11th June, when the subject 
matter will be "A Farmer's Wife's Tales of Life on a Dairy Farm", with wine, 
nibbles and cheese. Cheese from the farm's milk will also be on sale. 
  
The Book Club met the following day at the Lord Nelson to discuss The 
Midnight Hour by Eve Chase. This book was completely different from 
anything we have ever read previously. There were several complicated 
relationships in it and we felt that the book improved before the end of the 
story. Our next meeting will be at the Lord Nelson on Thursday 19th June at 
10.30am, when we will be discussing Other Women by Emma Flint. 
  
On Friday 16th May, Winthorpe WI fielded two teams at the Notts Federation 
Quiz, which was held at Winthorpe Community Centre. Winthorpe WI 
provided the refreshments, which included a good assortment of cakes made 
by our members. 
 
If anyone in the village would like to join Winthorpe WI but has difficulty in 
getting to the meeting, please contact Viv Jackson: 07708834863. 
  

Pauline Lockwood 



 



WINTHORPE GARDEN CLUB 

On the evening of Wednesday 21st May, around twenty members made their 
way by car to Norwell Nurseries and Gardens for an evening outing instead of 
our usual monthly meeting. We are very fortunate to have such a prestigious 
and inspirational centre for rare and beautiful flora so close to home. The 
weather was fine and quite warm, so we were able to enjoy strolling through 
the gardens, admiring all the wonderful displays on view. 
 
Andrew Ward welcomed us and showed us a range of floral specimens he 
had chosen especially suited to the light sandy soil conditions of Winthorpe, 
explaining how different Norwell’s soil is in that respect and how much work 
had gone into the gardens there to create conditions suitable for all different 
kinds of plants, flowers and shrubs. Andrew talked us through the qualities of 
the plants he had chosen, before guiding us through different sections of the 
gardens, which included sandy flower beds, which he explained had been 
created and filled with sharp sand specifically to benefit certain species such 
as alpines, orchids (some quite rare) and blood grass (a particular favourite of 
mine). There was a pond area and shaded gardens, as well as wide flower 
beds, where dramatic and exotic looking flowers sat alongside delicate pastel 
coloured blooms, with a backdrop of large shrubs and mature trees. As we 
meandered through the gardens, Andrew drew our attention to particular 
plants, passed on lots of interesting information and tips, and answered 
plenty of questions from curious members. 
 
At the pavillion, we were treated to refreshments, consisting of tea, coffee 
and home made cake, all very welcome and delicious. Everyone was happily 
chatting and obviously enjoying the evening. There was then the opportunity 
to buy some of the plants we had seen on our tour of the gardens. 
 
Norwell Nurseries will be open throughout June every day except Tuesdays, if 
you would like to visit independently. Also, as part of this year’s National 
Open Garden Scheme, Norwell Gardens (group opening) will be opening 
seven of its gardens to the public on Sunday 29th June and Wednesday 
evening 2nd July; refreshments will be included. For more details follow this 
link: https://ngs.org.uk/gardens/norwell-gardens-ng23/ 
 
 

Julie Johnson-Hill 

https://ngs.org.uk/gardens/norwell-gardens-ng23/


Winthorpe with Langford Parish Council 

The Parish Celebrates VE 80  

Most of you will know that, as a parish, along with the 
rest of the country we celebrated the 80th anniversary 
of VE Day, which on the 8th 
May included bell ringing at 
Winthorpe All Saints Church by 
the ‘South Scarle Bell Ringers’; 
flying of the VE Flag (thank you 

to Andy Conning); and at 9.15pm the lighting of the 
Winthorpe Beacon, which was attended by a small 
but hardy group of residents! 

The weekend of celebrations culminated with the 
Parish Tea Party, held at the Community Centre. 
Although sadly I couldn’t be there, from talking to 
lots of you about the event, it was obviously a great success and I would just 
like to thank everybody who was involved in making it happen; thank you to 
Leane Cutts and Mark Kneen for overall background organisation on behalf of 
the Parish Council, and of course a massive personal thank you to Denise Day 
(and all her team of volunteers) for producing what appears to have been a 
superb spread of food and drink throughout! 

Important meeting with Nottinghamshire County Council 

In our continuing progress towards dealing with issues and improving the way 
our parish feels and looks, we will be meeting with Paul Hillier from 
Nottinghamshire County Council on 2nd June. Our new County Councillor, 
Janette Barlow, will also be attending the meeting, as will Louise Poole 
Richardson (Area Manager for VIA), so hopefully we will have all the people 
together who can make the improvements we need across the parish. 

We have compiled a long list of issues to raise,  which are either the 
responsibility of Nottinghamshire County Council or are issues which only 
they can resolve. As I have mentioned before, the Parish Council has the 
ability to address any problems which we are responsible for and deal with on 
behalf of residents but, when it comes to things such as paths, roads etc, we 
are in the hands of Nottinghamshire County Council Highways. 

 



Just to keep you up to speed with the issues we will be discussing, here are a 
few of the key issues which we hope we’ll be able to find solutions for: 

• Help with limitations on parking around Winthorpe Primary School 

• Speed limit reduction from 60mph to 50mph on the A1133, from 
Winthorpe roundabout to Langford, and the increase in HGV traffic 

• Footpath maintenance between Winthorpe and Langford  

• Extending Thoroughfare Lane for additional School Parking 

• Safety and lighting improvements on the cut-through between 
Gainsborough Road and Pocklington Crescent 

• Re-surfacing of the paths around Pocklington Crescent 

• Road repair/resurfacing on Chapel Lane and Holme Lane 

• Vegetation maintenance and tree cutting enforcement around the 
parish, particularly on Hargon Lane and Gainsborough Road 

• The condition of Drove Lane between the A46 and the A17 is not only 
very bad and neglected, but is getting worse. Recently, this has 
deteriorated further because of lorries involved in the building of the 
Tritax development on the A17, using it as a cut-through.  

 
Obviously, following the meeting I will let you know the outcome and 
hopefully the progress we have made. 
 

A belated welcome to our new landlady! 

The Lord Nelson has been open again for some weeks now and I also just 
wanted to formally welcome Lisa and her family to our community. The Lord 
Nelson is at the heart of this parish and I know that we all wish Lisa well and 
that it continues to be a big success. Hopefully we all know how important it 
is that we use the pub or lose it and I don’t think any of us want that! So why 
not meet up with friends for a drink in the sun or try a delicious Sunday lunch 
at our lovely village pub? 

And finally…….. 

So, that’s all for this month, the next meeting of the Parish Council is on 19th 
July starting at 7.30pm. All minutes and meeting agendas are available on the 
parish website but if you have any comments or ideas in the meantime, as as 
always please let me know: paul@bridgfordss.co.uk 

Paul Smith (Parish Council Chair) 

mailto:paul@bridgfordss.co.uk


 

 

 

Neighbourhood Watch Advice – Lights, Camera, Action 
 

Even though we are fortunate to live in a low crime area, there are still 

incidents of break-ins, so people should consider taking precautions. It’s 

great to see that there has been a noticeable rise in the number of doorbell 

cameras. These not only show you who is at your door any time of day or 

night, but can also provide the police with useful information. But why not 

also cover the back door and your patio doors as well? There are cameras 

which have spotlights attached, which work in a similar way to the doorbell 

camera and can be configured to come on when movement is detected. They 

can also provide you with a record of what happens in your garden, sideway 

etc. It’s possible for a number of cameras to be linked together and managed 

from a single screen on your phone. They can also be used to provide lighting 

in your garden, if you are in the garden in the evening or at night. Some of 

these units also have a siren to further deter would-be thieves. 

Although lights and cameras will not stop a break-in, they can help to deter 

thieves, provide peace of mind and make you aware of what happens around 

your property at night or when you are away. 

This advice kindly submitted by: Jan Warner 

 

Neighbourhood Watch Mission: “To help people build stronger 

communities where people are less likely to experience crime” 

If you would like to get involved with your Neighbourhood Watch team, or 

have any suggestions for future articles, please contact Mark Kneen: 

Mark Kneen 07711 059184.   

mark_kneen@hotmail.com 

WINTHORPE & LANGFORD 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME 

mailto:mark_kneen@hotmail.com


Coddington & Winthorpe Cricket Club 

It has been a great start for the senior sides in 3 
different leagues; we are undefeated so far. 
  
 
 
 

 
Sat 1st Team (3rd May) 
Newark R&M 2nds vs Coddington 
& Winthorpe 
Newark R&M 2nds 129 all out 
C&W 130 for 1 
C&W win by 9 wickets 
Ewan Armstrong 5 wickets for 33 
runs. 
Josh Mee 82 runs not out. 
  
Sat 1st team (10th May) 
C&W vs Whatton & Aslockton 1st 

 
 
 
 
Sun 1st Team (11th May) 
C&W vs Waddington 1st 
Waddington 85 all out 
C&W 86 for 2 
C&W win by 8 wickets 
Paul Matthews 61 runs not out 
  
Midweek League 
Collingham vs C&W 
C&W 139 for 3 
Collingham 88 for 7 
C&W win by 51 runs 

C&W win by 135 runs  
Ewan Butterfield 107 runs 
Josh Mee 106 runs 
Dom Modd 5 wickets for 20 runs 
 
 
Upcoming home fixtures: 
  
Sun 1st June - C&W vs Reepham 
Wed 4th June - C&W vs Claypole 
Sat 7th June - C&W 2nds vs 
Collingham 4ths 

Sat 14th June - C&W 1sts vs Soar 
Valley 
Sun 15th June C&W vs Nettleham 
Wed 17th June - C&W vs Wellow 
  

Kwik Cricket Tournament at Holme Lane (under 11s): 
Sun 6th July 

Paul Matthews 

(Chair, Coddington & Winthorpe Cricket Club) 



COLLINGHAM CARS 

Exclusively serving Collingham and surrounding areas 

Fully Licensed Private Hire/HackneyCarriage : DBS Checked :  

Airport pick up/drop off : Hospital appointments : Shopping trips : 

Competitive rates : ANY journey undertaken : Female drivers : 

Call Penny on 0783 33 15 928 
 

EDLIN ROOFING 
Contact us for a free quote, no job too small 

01636 674884                                      07983604893 
 

richardedlinpropertyservices@hotmail.co.uk 
www.edlinroofingnewark.co.uk 

 

 

Advertising Space Available 

Focal Point is delivered free, every month of the year, to all residents 

of Winthorpe, Langford and Holme, as well as Winthorpe School and 

The Lord Nelson. It is also free to read online. Connect your business  

with our readers. This space will cost you just £90 for a whole year!  

CLIVE SMITH  
Your Local Decorator             

 

Interior & Exterior Painting and Decorating 

Quality Work – Prompt Attention – Free Estimates 

Tel. 01636 679904 or 07742412081 

 

mailto:richardedlinpropertyservices@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.edlinroofingnewark.co.ukk/


WINTHORPE TENNIS CLUB  

 

 

 

 

Winthorpe Tennis Club has two hard courts by the Community Centre.  
With summer now upon us and major tennis tournaments around the 
corner (including Wimbledon of course), why not dust off your raquet and 
rediscover your love of playing tennis – for fun, exercise and socialising? 

• The members are a group of people who enjoy playing tennis of 
varying standard from beginners upwards 
 

• The club currently has about 30 members 
 

• Currently the club has no booking system: if somebody is waiting 
members agree a time between themselves (up to an hour) 

 
• Membership costs £10  (after payment a new key will be provided for 

court entry for 2025) 

Plans for the months ahead: 

• Tennis Coaching – if there is sufficient interest we will re-launch 
Coaching (with local coaches from Caunton Tennis club) 

• Socials – Drinks and Barbeque will be planned  
• Junior Tennis – a time will be specified if there is sufficient interest 
• Adult Tennis is starting at 4:30 pm on Sundays  
• Tennis Family Friday is planned for June 17th from 5:30pm 
• If  there is enough interest the committee will be arranging a 

“friendly” league  
 

For more information please contact Jonny: 
Email:  powell.jonny@gmail.com   
Telephone: 07767 41136  
Our website: https:www.winthorpe.org.uk/tennis-club 
 

mailto:powell.jonny@gmail.com


THE BRANSTON BOYS 
Part 3: Basil Gilstrap Branston 

 
Basil Gilstrap Branston, born on 26th August 1874 in Newark, was the fifth 
child (a daughter, Josephine, died one day after her birth) of Joseph Gilstrap 
Branston and Blanche Marguerite Branston (née Parnell); Basil was the 
youngest of three sons. Sometime before 1880, when Olive was born, the 
family had moved to the village of Winthorpe and were living at The Grange, 
which was recorded in the 1881 census as Elm’s House. Like his brothers 
before him, Basil was educated at Charterhouse School in Surrey. However, 
unlike his brothers, he seems to have decided quite early in his adult life that 
his future lay not in Winthorpe but in London: the census of 1901 records 
twenty-six year old Basil as a stockbroker, living in a lodging house just off 
Hanover Square. Later census returns show that he continued in this career 
for the rest of his working life. 
 
On 28th February 1905, Basil married Irene Mildred Lucas – he was thirty 
years old and she was twenty-two – at St Andrew’s Church, Marylebone, and 
the couple settled in Surbiton, Surrey, where their daughter Norah Constance 
was born on 19th November 1905, followed by son Kenneth Lucas on 29th 
August 1907 and another daughter Kathleen Blanche on 4th March 1909. On 
the evening of the 1921 census, Basil and Irene were registered as visitors at 
the Grand Hotel, Broadstairs, their daughters being boarders at a local school 
for girls, whilst Kenneth was boarding at Charterhouse. 
 
The 1939 register shows that Basil, still a stockbroker, was living with Irene 
and their two unmarried daughters in Kensington, London. By this time, 
Kenneth was married. When Basil died on 4th January 1953, probate records 
state that he was ‘of’ two addresses: Gresham House, Old Broad Street EC2, 
and 125 Oakwood Court, Kensington, and that probate was granted to his 
widow and his son, who was then a stockbroker too. 
 
So, Basil’s life took him far from Winthorpe and from Newark, though he 
married a woman also born in Newark, and I may not have bothered much 
with his story, had he not been the father of Kenneth – not because Kenneth 
returned to his father’s roots in Winthorpe, but because Kenneth’s story took 
him across the globe and held me captive, as I delved deeper. Furthermore, 
in the course of my research, I was contacted by one of the Branston family, 



one of Kenneth’s grandchildren, and that contact has led to futher 
information about the family’s time in Winthorpe, including photographs, 
which I hope to be able to include in future articles. 
 
Kenneth married Yvette Appleton in 1935 in Chelsea and by the time of the 
1939 Register they were living in Bexhill with their infant son George. Then 
war broke out and life changed for many families. including theirs. On 15th 
October 1939, Kenneth enlisted as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 1st Manchester 
Regiment. The next record I found of Kenneth is a notice which appeared in 
The Times in April 1942: “Branston – Officially reported missing Malaya, 
Kenneth Branston, Lieut. The Manchester Regiment. Any information gladly 
received by his wife.” In fact, I later discovered that he had been captured at 
Singapore on 15th February 1942 and was a Prisoner of War until he was 
liberated from Kanburi in August 1945. In more than three years as a POW, 
he had been moved from place to place, on foot, hundreds of miles along the 
Burma Railway, where he 
and thousands of other 
prisoners were used as 
forced labour by the 
Japanese – many did not 
survive the ordeal.  His 
Liberated Prisoner of War 
Questionnaire, which he 
had to complete, shows 
that he spent time at 
Chungkai, 259km, Shit 
Creek, Nakom Paton and 
Kanburi. His commanding 
officers included Lt Col Toosey, who some may recognise from WW2 history 
and the building of bridges across the River Kwae. 
 
Somehow, Kenneth survived the war and returned to his wife and family in 
England. Post-war registers show that he remained for the rest of his life in 
the south-east and died on 7th November 1974 in Hampshire, though probate 
was granted in Nottingham on 12th February 1975, the value of his estate 
being £65,564. 

Julie Johnson-Hill 
 



All Saints’ Church,  
Winthorpe 

 

 

 

May is usually a quieter month in church but this year it started with a 

wonderful commemoration for the 80th anniversary of VE Day, led by David 

White. A large congregation listened to VE Day Veterans talking of their 

experiences, followed by Churchill’s famous speech, stating that war had 

ended but only in Europe. Refreshments were eaten and drunk to the music 

of Glen Miller. 

We enjoyed very much seeing Andrew and Alex tie the knot at our first 

wedding of the year (with two more to come). This month sees us celebrate 

the wedding of Alex and Abi on 21st June, followed a week later by the Village 

Festival, where we will be running our usual Tombola and Bric-a-Brac stall. 

Any contributions will be very much appreciated, please do hand them in to 

anyone on the PCC. 

We have our next fund-raising activity in the form of the Bassingham Choir 

and Friends singing ‘Songs from the Musicals’ on Friday 4th July at 7:30pm in 

church. There will be Interval Refreshments. Tickets are available from 

anyone on the PCC at a cost of £10 per person. 

In our prayers we are thinking about anyone in the village who is unwell, 

hospitalised or facing a bereavement at this time. 

Tisha Applewhite (Churchwarden)  

Tel. 01636 643763 or 07896821414 or email tishapplewhite@msn.com 

Church Cleaners  -   Mrs J Lord and Mrs J White 

 

mailto:tishapplewhite@msn.com


St. Giles Church,  
Holme 

Dear Friends and Supporters of St Giles’ Church 

 

The progress in finding a new priest for the East Trent churches recently 

moved on a step when we submitted our joint Profile Document. This is what 

prospective applicants will be keen to read through to find out more about us 

all and the sort of person we need to lead us for the next several years, a 

daunting task for anyone with 11 churches and 10 parishes to care for. 

However, we are hopeful that there will be a keen interest for candidates to 

come and have a look to see for themselves this rich and varied part of 

Nottinghamshire. 

 

In the meantime, we are enjoying the rich and varied ministry provided by 

Alan, David and John and we are delighted that the numbers attending our 

services are increasing month by month. In addition, our lay-led services have 

become much more inclusive, using the strengths of people attending to 

make services both enjoyable and relaxed in style. 

 

Our next service will be on Sunday 15th June at 10am, which will be a 

communion service with music. Holme church is currently decked with 

brilliant sunlight streaming through the windows and it is our pleasure to 

provide coffee and biscuits after each service, when 

folk can catch up on lots of things and often 

discover something more about our amazing 

building. Here’s a picture of the gravestone of 

Charles Cane who lived in Holme Hall. The 

Advertiser record of the funeral held in the winter 

of 1912 is a joy to read. 

 

With best wishes, Nigel and Simon 

 
Nigel Priestley (Churchwarden) 01636 892020  
email: nigel.priestley10@gmail.com  

mailto:nigel.priestley10@gmail.com


Church Services for June 2025 

 

   

Sunday 8th    
(Pentecost)     10.15am Morning Worship Winthorpe 
 
Sunday 15th   10.00am Holy Communion Holme 
(Trinity)    
 
Sunday 22nd  
(1st after Trinity) 10.00am Morning Worship Langford 
   6.00pm Evening Prayer Winthorpe 
 

 

 

 

Every Thursday 1.30 – 3.30pm Open Church  Winthorpe 
 
Every Day  10.00 – 4.00pm Open Church  Holme +  
        Langford 
 

 
 

For more information please visit the East Trent Churches website: 
www.easttrentchurches.org.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.easttrentchurches.org.uk/


Recipe for June: Strawberry Trifle 

It’s been a very long time since Focal Point included a recipe 

and I would be delighted to receive recipes from our readers, 

especially as I know we have some excellent cooks and 

bakers in our three villages, having tasted some delicious 

refreshments at various events over the past four years!  

Whilst there are plenty of recipes out there from well known chefs, telling 

you how to make every element of a trifle from scratch, here’s my easy 

alternative. I’ve made it this way almost all my life (hence the imperial 

measurements), and it’s never failed me. It will take a while for each layer to 

set, so start in the morning for afternoon tea. Sherry is optional!  

 

 INGREDIENTS 

1 jam swiss roll, cut into 2cms rings 2 level tbsp sugar 

1lb strawberries, washed and halved 1 pint milk 

1 pack strawberry jelly (in cubes) ½ pint double cream 

1 large glass of pale cream sherry 1 Cadbury’s Flake 

2 heaped tbsp custard powder  

 

Lay the swiss roll rings in the base of a deep glass dish, angling them slightly 

up the sides. Pour the sherry evenly over them. Whilst the sherry soaks in, 

make up the jelly according to the packet’s instructions, stirring well to 

ensure it’s fully blended. Scatter the strawberries over the swiss roll and pour 

the jelly over. Don’t worry if the swiss roll rings lift slightly. Allow to cool 

before placing in the fridge to set. 

To make the custard, mix the custard powder and sugar with a little of the 

milk in a saucepan. Stir to form a smooth paste. Add the rest of the milk and 

stir well. Heat over medium heat, stirring continuously until thick and gently 

bubbling. Remove from the heat. Pour into a cool jug or bowl and continue to 

stir, to prevent a skin forming, until cool. As this takes time, you could do it 

whilst watching tv or get someone else to do it for you! 

Pour the cooled custard over the jelly base and return to the fridge. Don’t 

worry if there is slight ‘bleeding’, as it can look quite pretty. 

Whip the cream until thick. Top the trifle with the cream and crumble the 

chocolate flake over. Serve immediately and Enjoy! 



‘House and Home’ Pop Songs Quiz 

Pop Songs that have the word ‘house’ or ‘home’ in the title 

Songs range from 1964-2001 Try not to use Google! 

Give yourself 1 point for the song and 1 point for the artiste (20 available in total) 

Quiz compiled by Bob Warriner 

QUESTIONS 

1. Residence belonging to us, by sheer lunacy (1982) – 3,5 by 7 

2. Greetings, good to have you back, by Streep & Eel about (1973) – 7,4 by 6 & 3 

3. The place with a glowing dawn by zoo residents (1964) – 3,5,2,3,6,3 by 3,7 

4. Something you might ask a cabby, by SEB initials (2001) – 4,2,4 by 6,5-6 

5. A home in a rural setting by something unclear (1995) – 7,5 by 4 

6. A pad where you let your hair down, by those crazy things (1982) – 5,2,3  by 7 

7. A male’s passion for his abode, by Andrew and Will together (1970) – 4,5,3 by 4,8 

8. Wilkinson or Cash, we want you here where you belong, by some very good 

youthful flesh-eaters (1985) – 6,4,4, by 4,5,9 

9. Raw, verdant lawn growth at the pile, by a valleys’ man (1966) – 5,5,5,2,4 by 3,5 

10. Get me to my house via rural lanes, by a greasy star (1973) 4,2,4,7,5 by 6,6,4 

Last month’s pop quiz answers:  

1. Down Down by Status Quo 

2. Up On the Roof by Kenny Lynch 

3. Get Down by Gilbert O’Sullivan 

4. Moving on Up by M People 

5. Downtown by Petula Clark 

6. Running Up That Hill by Kate Bush 

7. Way Down by Elvis Presley 

8. Give It Up by KC and the Sunshine Band 

9. Don’t Bring Me Down by Electric Light Orchestra 

10. Up the Ladder To the Roof by The Supremes 

 

 

https://freepngimg.com/png/48372-musical-notation-symbol-images-free-clipart-hd
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


  

 

 
 

 

Fresh Local Farm Milk 
unhomogenised 

Delivered to your door  
on Mondays, Wednesdays & 

Fridays in glass bottles 
£1.50 per litre bottle 

Produced, Pasteurised and 
Bottled in Danethorpe 

tel: Robin 07587 140106 



  

 

Home Tuition in 
Winthorpe 

Experienced teacher,  
private tutor and GCSE examiner 

Up to GCSE and A’ Level:  
English Language & Literature 

Up to GCSE: French, History, R.E. 
 

Contact Julie Hill: 01636 676079  
email: eledanjos12@outlook.com 

DBS Certificate  

BEAUTY THERAPIST & FOOT 
CARE PRACTITIONER 

 
Sports Massage, Scalp Massage, 

Facials, Aromatherapy, Reiki, 
Reflexology, Hopi Candles, 

Manicures, Pedicures and Waxing 
 

 Reliable, friendly and professional 
Over 30 yrs experience.  

Home visits.  
Call Amanda: 07976358272 

N.E.M  
PLUMBING SERVICES 

 
All types of  

plumbing work undertaken 
No Job too small  

No call out charge 
20 years of experience 

 
Contact Neil: 07774 163372 

or 01636 687104 
29, Woodlands, Winthorpe NG24 2NL 

mailto:eledanjos12@outlook.com


 


