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E, GILL & SONS

Funeral Direstors

& ——

‘Our family caring for your family’

The Gill family are proud to have provided care and advice
to families in the Newark and District Area for over 100 years

We offer pre-paid funeral plans

55 Albert Street, Newark NG24 4BQ Telephone: 01636 677461

Town & Country Joinery Services Why Not
Est. 1992, serving the Winthorpe area Advertise Your Business or Event

In the garden: Fencing repairs, garden with Focal Point?

gates, re-felting shed roofs

In the home: kitchen alterations, We offer excellent rates with discounts if
general joinery, timber repairs you advertise for 6 or 12 consecutive
months.
Call Keith for a free estimate:
07971 325270 We also give generous discounts for
Quality work always events, groups and organisations within
Fully qualified and insured our neighbouring villages.
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We offer a free no obligation measuring and sample delivery service
in Newark and the surrounding villages.
60 Cartergate Newark — Notts NG24 1UB - Tel. 01636 703394
Email:- info@ pattersonscarpetsitd.co.uk
Web:-www.pattersonscarpetsltd.co.uk

If you would like to place an advert in Focal Point, please contact the editor for
more information: winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com
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It seems strange to be writing this editorial for January, whilst | am in the
midst of Christmas preparations but, if you are to receive your copy of Focal
Point by 1%t January, then it must be sent to the printers in good time for
them to create all 410 copies for collection by Les Murray, before they close
up for the holidays. Our dedicated distribution team will then brave the
wintry weather between Christmas and New Year and | know that you will
want to join me in thanking every one of them for all their hard work.

| had envisaged that this edition of Focal Point would be ‘slimmed down’ but
not so —it’s as plump as any Christmas pudding and just as delicious! Even
though some of our village groups take a break in either December or
January and festive events will have already taken place, there are quite a
few articles of interest this month — historical, environmental and medical. All
serious subjects but informative and interesting, as I’'m sure you will discover.
So sit down with a nice cup of tea or coffee —and maybe a leftover mince pie
—and enjoy a good read. Thank you to everyone who sends a contribution to
me; I’'m always happy to receive your articles, announcements and even
‘snippets,” and will do my best to include them in full, though this is not
always possible due to constraints of space and printing requirements.

As the old year ends and the new one begins, it’s a time for reflection and for
hope. Although every year will be a mixture of good and bad, happy and sad,
the dark days can sometimes seem stronger than the bright ones and drag us
down. However many sad days you have had in 2025, | hope that you will be
able to look back on some happy ones too. As we move into 2026, | hope that
you will have many happy, hopeful days and that you will cherish every one
of them. Happy New Year.

Julie Johnson-Hill (01636 676079)

THE DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY’S EDITION IS 18™ JANUARY
winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com
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January Calendar

When What
Thur 1t  New Year’s Day
Silver bin L’ford/ Holme
Green bin Winthorpe
5t Village lunch Winthorpe
5t Line Dancing Winthorpe
6™ Community Cuppa Winthorpe
Thur 8t | Teal bin (glass) L'ford/Winthorpe
Fri 9t | Green bin L'ford/ Holme
Mon 12t | Silver bin Winthorpe
Mon  12% | Brown bin All
12t Line Dancing Winthorpe
13t Community Cuppa Winthorpe
14%  WI meeting Winthorpe
Wed 14t | Teal bin (glass) Holme
Fri 16t | Silver bin L’ford/ Holme

Mon  19™ | Green bin Winthorpe
Mon 19%" Line Dancing Winthorpe
Tue 20" Community Cuppa Winthorpe
Wed 21t Garden Club social evening

Thur 22" Parish Council meeting Winthorpe

Fri 23 L'ford/ Holme

Sun 25" Burns Night

Mon 26" Winthorpe
Mon 26™ Line Dancing Winthorpe
Tue 27" Community Cuppa Winthorpe
Thur 29" Ladies’ Supper Club Winthorpe

Fri 30t | Silver bin L’ford/ Holme
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The mobile library will call at Winthorpe and Holme on Monday 5% January.

The contact telephone number for all enquiries and matters regarding the

mobile library service is 0115 8043196 (Southwell Library).
Stop Village Location Arrive Depart

1 Winthorpe | The Spinney 9.50am 10.10am

2 Winthorpe | junction of Pocklington 10.15am | 10.35am
Crescent and Branston Close

3 Winthorpe | junction of Gainsborough Road | 10.40am | 10.50am
and Woodlands

4 Holme Southview Farm 11.05am 11.25am

*Information taken from inspireculture.org.uk

Defibrillator codes for Winthorpe

Village Hall: CY543

Community Centre: C159X

Pocklington Crescent: C159X

Defibrillator code for Holme

Phone Box at junction of Langford Lane and High Steeet. No code needed.

Focal Point Online Edition
The online edition of Focal Point is easy to find on the Winthorpe Village
Website, and it’s in full colour! Just go to:
https://www.winthorpewithlangford-pc.gov.uk/focal-point-current-back-issues
As well as the current issue, you can read previous issues, going back as far as
2007. Focal Point is not only delivered free to residents of Winthorpe,
Langford and Holme, but is free to read online by anyone, anywhere.
Don’t forget to contact the editor about any events or activities happening in
Winthorpe, Langford or Holme, so that they can be included in Focal Point.
Email: winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com Tel: 01636 676079
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PHYSIOTHERAPY
HOME VISITS IN THE WINTHORPE AREA

‘j&' Professional and caring help and advice with pain
management, exercise and rehabilitation.

Physiotherapy Over 30 years of experience.

Assessment and ‘hands on’ treatment of:
e Pain - Acute or Chronic
e Painful joints, including back pain/neck pain and trapped
nerves

e Muscular injuries

¢ Post operative rehabilitation

e Advice on mobility and balance problems

e ACUPUNCTURE for pain relief

For more information, contact Jane m

phone: 07598 075165 or email: enquiries@jsphysio-lincoln.co.uk  [esteed

COLLINGHAM

COLLINGHAM PHARMACY %%

YOUR local pharmacy dispensing NHS, Private and Veterinary prescriptions.

Offering a wide range of medicines, vitamins, toiletries, pet medicines and seasonal gifts.

NHS Services Include:
v Medicine Use Review
Morning After Pill
Blood Pressure Measurement

v Minor Ailments Scheme

High Street, Collingham, Newark, NG23 7LB Tel: 01636 893038

email: collingham.pharmacy@nhs.net

Mon 8.45am-6.30pm Tue-Fri 8.45-6pm Sat 9am-12.30pm Closed 1pm-2pm daily
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"The Ladies Supper Club"
We meet at the Lord Nelson, Winthorpe, on the last Thursday of each month.
The first meeting of 2026 is on 29%" January at 6pm in the Lord Nelson.

Any lady is welcome to come along. We have a pleasant few hours with a
meal and a drink. Gossip and laughter are also on the menu. Come by

yourself or bring a friend and | can guarantee you a warm welcome.

For more details phone Lynne Shapley: 07760294902.

Remembrance Poppies 2026

As Tish Applewhite intimated in last month's Focal Point, we would like to
add to our current remembrance tributes in the church, in time for the 2026
Remembrance Sunday, and would appreciate help. Currently, the panel on
the pulpit does not cover the whole area; we would like to add to that, so if
anyone would like to knit or crochet a few more poppies, we would be very
grateful. Donations of red, purple, black or white wool would also be most
welcome. Copies of the pattern are available from me.

We would also like to create a field of poppies leading up to the church, with
possibly another around the flagpole and the tommies at the entrance to the
village. For this we would require the bases of plastic bottles painted with
acrylic paint. Just Google "Poppies made from plastic bottles" to get the
general idea. This might be an activity which your children and grandchildren
would like get involved with. Bases of plastic bottles (painted and unpainted)
can be left at my house: 21 Pocklington Crescent.

Many thanks.
Pauline Lockwood

Winthorpe Garden Club

There was no meeting of the Garden Club in December. Our next meeting on
21° January will be our annual social gathering and is a members only event.

We wish everyone a Happy and Prosperous New Year.
Julie Johnson-Hill




Newark
@ Showground

events \with our

flexibletspaces

e Business Meetings

» Conferences
» Exhibitions

Ready to shape your next event?
www.newarkshowground.com & 01636 705796




Focal Point Distribution Team

Thank you to everyone who has given their time, often in inclement weather
and occasionally at very short notice, to deliver Focal Point to your door
before the 1° of the month. On those few occasions when it’s been a couple
of days late, please be assured that this is not the fault of your distributor — it
could be a delay at the printers or the editor running late! Please remember
that we are all volunteers. Special thanks to Les Murray, our co-ordinator.

After many years of steadfastly delivering Focal Point every month to homes
on Pocklington Crescent, Pauline Lockwood has decided for personal reasons
to retire. We would all like to say a big Thank You to Pauline for her sterling
effort. At the same time, we would like to welcome Jane Bateson onto our
team as Pauline’s replacement.

Another distributor, Neil Granger, has also left the team. Although one of our
newer recruits, Neil’s personal situation prevents him from continuing; we
pass on our thanks and appreciation of his services. Thank you to Chris Smith,
who has kindly expanded her existing allocation to include Neil’s.

We are always on the lookout for reserve distributors, to cover for sickness
and holidays. If you would like to volunteer, please contact the editor:
Email: winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com

Telephone: 01636 676079

The Winthorpe Community Centre Charity
100 CLUB MONTHLY LOTTERY
Become a member for as little as £2 per month and support the charity.

Congratulations to our December winners!
1% £55.80 W Cuene-Grandidier
2nd £27.90 J Cooper

3 £9.30 J D Burton

Membership is limited to 100 — multiple memberships are permitted. There
are currently 7 places available. 50% of the total amount from subscriptions
is shared among the 3 winners, with 50% going to support the charity. Please
contact Richard Cuene-Grandidier if you would like to join the 100 Club:
rcgracing@yahoo.co.uk Telephone: 07932 110915
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Start your
journey with a
healthy smile

v‘

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

At Collingham Dental Practice
we are privileged to have an
outstanding dental team
which we are very proud of.
Our excellent dentists are
supported by a dedicated
team of hygienists, nurses

and receptionists who are all
here to help you. All our team
member are constantly striving
to further their knowledge and
skills to offer you the most up to
date techniques and materials.

Teeth Whitening - Teeth Straightening - Dental Implants - Hygiene Services
Tooth Coloured Fillings - Veneers - Cosmetic Crowns & Bridges - Dentures

01636 893477

info@collinghamdental.co.uk

Cnllenalzim. Book an appointment today

Cedar House | High Street | Collingham | Newark | NG237LB

www.collinghamdental.co.uk




Winthorpe Village Lunch

, "——- Every month at Winthorpe Community Centre,
| we meet for the Village Lunch. This is usually on
' the first Monday of the month but in December
it was moved to the second Monday, being 8"
December, as this was thought to be more
festive than 1°t December, for our Christmas
meal. We all had a delicious two course meal
and lots of fun!

As you can see from this photo, Christmas
jumpers were being proudly worn, no matter
how outlandish the design. Les Francis presented Emma with a thank you gift
for all the lunches she has cooked for us, but especially for the Christmas one.

Why not come and join us for our next village lunch on 5" January? Booking
essential. Contact Emma for the menu choices and to reserve your place:
telephone 07547871562.

WAWA - Winthorpe Amateur Wine Association

It was a very merry start to Christmas, as WAWA welcomed several new
members and had a record attendance. We tasted festive favourite wines
from Majestic and shared an equally festive buffet in a lovely, uplifting village
atmosphere.

We look forward to meeting again on February 4™ for what is becoming a
regular annual event. There’s no meeting in January.

B2




WINTHORPE WI
The Christmas outing on 20" November was to Haddon Hall, near Bakewell in
Derbyshire. It was a cold but sunny day, ideal for exploring Mercatum — the
Christmas market, spread out over the grounds and halls of the building. On
arrival, a small stone bridge over the River Wye led to the start of decorated
huts containing crafts of every description. In the lower courtyard, talented
craftspeople were displaying ceramics, art, jewellery, wood crafts and cards.
Appetising smells from the street food vans tempted us, as we made our way
to the main building, set high on a limestone outcrop. Over thirty stone steps
(not for the fainthearted) led to yet more stalls and shops.

A delicious meal at The Devonshire in Langwith, on the way home, completed
a lovely day out, planned to perfection by our President, Viv Jackson.

Diane McClymont

The Book Club met at the Lord Nelson, Winthorpe on 27" November to
discuss The Lighthouse Keeper's Daughters by Jean E Pendiziwol. Set on the
island of Porphyry in Lake Superior, the story was enjoyable, despite the
complicated plot with a surprise ending. Our next meeting will be held at the
Lord Nelson, Winthorpe on 15" January 2026, when we will be discussing The
Unfinished Business of Eadie Browne by Freya North. The Book Club is open
to all members of the WI.

CHRISTMAS FAIR AND COFFEE MORNING: Two very successful events. Our
thanks to everyone who visited our stall and supported us at the coffee
morning on 4" December. Our thanks also go to the children of Winthorpe
Primary School, who entertained us beautifully with their Christmas songs,
both traditional and modern.

Our Christmas party will be a distant memory by the time this issue goes to
print. Our next meeting will be held on 14" January 2026 with a de-stress
Chair Yoga session. First visits are free of charge, subsequent visits incur a
£5.00 charge. Meetings are held at 7.30pm in Winthorpe Community Centre
on the second Wednesday of each month.

A Very Happy New Year to all residents.
Pauline Lockwood



Feedback from the Newark Health Consultative Group
Our community is represented on the Newark Health Consultative Group by
Parish Councillor Dr Andrew Parkin; the following points regarding the
Sherwood Forest Health Trust (SFHT) were raised during the December
meeting which we thought would be helpful:

e The new CEO at SFHT (John Melbourne) is keen to develop Newark
Hospital as community hub with an increase in planned care, surgery and
diagnostics.

e SFHT now have a clinical research unit with Prof Jonathan Van Tam as
Associate non-exec director. Patients should ask consultants about
available clinical trials.

e A Parkinsons disease workshop has now been set up for the newly
diagnosed.

e Colonoscopy Trust set up, an insufflator has been purchased allowing non-
invasive colonic investigations (colonography) at Newark.

e Recycling of walking aids is now available at Collingham Surgery; if you
have any you no longer use, please take them to the clinic.

e Flu season is underway; please get your flu jab if you haven’t had it yet.

¢
fOUGbﬂI‘Ik Newark Food Bank

The most recent delivery from us to the Foodbank weighed in at 28.5kgs.
Thank you to all who donated. This is a stressful period for many people, as
they see themselves getting more into debt as energy bills in particular are so
high. Please help out with donations of food or toiletries to the Food Bank.
The items most needed at the moment are: tea bags (40s or 80s), tinned
potatoes, tinned meat, tinned vegetables, tinned fruit, tinned rice pudding,
sponge puddings, pasta sauce, toiletries (especially adult toothbrushes).
Collection points in Winthorpe remain:

o The Lord Nelson — first room on the left.

e Church porch, whenever there is a service on, and also Thursday
1.30pm-3.30pm during open church.

e The black swing bin by my front door, 11 Gainsborough Road,
Winthorpe, available 24/7.

If you would prefer to donate via your bank, the Foodbank details are:
NatWest, sort code 54 10 23, a/c no. 19405812
Many thanks, Jane White



y o Winthorpe with Langford Parish Council

Sadly, we open this month’s update with the
untimely and tragic news of the deaths of Brian and
Charlie Wright. They were both well known in our
community and many of you will have known one or
both of them. Brian, of course, had been a Parish
Councillor for over 40 years, serving his local
community; he also had a wealth of knowledge on
local history and farming. Whilst it is still very soon
after the events, | just want to say, on a personal
level, that Brian and Charlie were friends, and | know that also goes for other
members of the Parish Council, both past and present. | know we all feel for
the family in this time of grief and | hope that it’s of some comfort to them to
know that the community is here for them, if needed.

Clearing Up After Autumn

Over the last few months, as with every year, there has been a huge fall of
leaves throughout the Parish. Obviously, as your Parish Council, we ask the
Newark & Sherwood District Council road sweeper to come to clear the roads
and | know that some of you also do this yourselves. You may not be aware
that anybody can request a sweep by completing a simple form on the
Newark & Sherwood District Council website; so, if you have this concern
relevant to your property, this is the easiest way to get the problem resolved.

| would like to say a big thank you to lan and Christine Hasman and to Miles
Harriman for helping to keep The Fleet clear of debris at two strategic points
in Winthorpe. Earlier this year, the Parish Council purchased a rake used by
the Internal Drainage Board for this purpose and it has proved invaluable. On
a similar note, could | please remind all residents who have a watercourse
running through or alongside their property that they have a legal duty to
prevent debris from gardens from entering river courses? This is particularly
important at the side of The Lord Nelson pub, as the two grids often get
blocked at this time of the year, with debris flowing downstream.

So, what else has been happening around the Parish?

You will have seen information elsewhere in this edition of Focal Point on the
subject of how we can support and encourage hedgehogs back into our
environment. This is especially important as there seems to have been a



significant decline in hedgehog numbers in recent years. The tunnels, which
were placed around the village to identify hedgehog behaviour, have given
inconclusive data so far and, of course, hedgehogs are less active at this time
of year. We will recommence monitoring in early spring; in the meantime, if
you haven’t done so already, please fill in Sarah Cullen’s Hedgehog Survey.

Some of you may have noticed that, at long last, contractors working on
behalf of Nottinghamshire County Council’s footpath team have completed
work on restoring the bank near the footbridge behind The Lord Nelson. The
bank was badly damaged two years ago, through very high river levels, and
we have been concerned that, if not corrected, it could go on to damage the
bridge itself. Hopefully, those of you who have seen the work will know that
the work has been done really well.

We are still waiting for a response from VIA /Nottinghamshire County Council
on potential improvements around road safety at the Gainsborough Road
/A1133 junction and from Winthorpe Roundabout (showground) through to
the Holme Lane / Langford junction. You will have seen counter strips placed
across the road on the A1133 and Gainsborough Road, and surveys being
conducted over recent weeks. This is to help establish the position, regarding
the frequency and speed of vehicle use. Hopefully, there will be more news
about this early in the new year.

So, we say goodbye to 2025 and look towards whatever 2026 has in store for
us. From a Parish Council perspective, we will see the final delivery of our
Neighbourhood Plan, together with the normal challenges of maintaining and
improving our Parish community and environment. We may also see the
beginning of the construction work on the A46 and the potential major
impact of a planning application for a housing development, as previously
discussed. Whatever happens, | hope it’s a wonderful Happy New Year for all
of you and your families.

And finally...

That’s all for this month; the next Parish Council meeting will be on Thursday
15 January. All minutes and meeting agendas are available on the parish
website but if you have any comments or ideas in the meantime, as always,
please let me know.

Paul Smith (PC Chair) paul@bridgfordss.co.uk
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Collingham Ramblers
Walks programme for January, February, March and April 2026
A New Year, a New Venture

If you enjoy walking and the great outdoors, then why not join up with
Collingham Ramblers (affiliated to the National Ramblers Association)?

Come along with like minded people and admire the fantastic English
countryside in all its guises, seasonal colour and glory, enjoying the
benefits of time spent in good company, in the great outdoors.

Walks take place locally in Nottinghamshire and adjacent counties and
are organised and guided by experienced members of the group.

Walks programme for the first 4 months of 2026:

Fortnightly Sunday walks are between 6 and 8 miles, with coffee and
picnic lunch stops en route. There may also be monthly midweek walks
arranged of approximately 4 to 5 miles.

Sunday Walks:

January: 18t
February: 1%t and 15t
March: 1%, 15t and 29t
April: 12t and 26

If you would like more information about this friendly group and
specific walk details please
contact Nina Ward on ninajward17@gmail.com

Nina Ward (Collingham Ramblers Walks Co-ordinator)
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How You Can Help Hedgehogs in Our Village — All Year Round

Many of you will already know that we are currently investigating the decline
in hedgehog sightings across the village. While we continue to gather survey
responses and monitor movement using tracking tunnels, there are positive
actions we can all take right now to help support hedgehogs and give them
the best possible chance of returning. Hedgehogs need three simple things to
survive: food, shelter and the ability to move safely between gardens. Small
changes in how we manage our outdoor spaces can make a huge difference.

1. Create a Hedgehog Highway

Hedgehogs typically roam up to a mile each night in search of food. Solid
fencing can trap them in tiny areas, making survival difficult. If you can, cut a
small hole (13cm x 13cm) at the bottom of your fence, or remove a gravel
board section to allow safe movement between gardens. Even just linking
two or three gardens together can create a lifeline.

2. Provide Food & Water
You can help by leaving out:
e Meat-based cat or dog food
e Specialist hedgehog food
e Dried cat or dog kibble (less likely to attract unwanted visitors)
e Ashallow dish of fresh water (especially important in dry weather
and summer months)

Please avoid bread and milk, which can
make hedgehogs very ill. Also avoid
feeding mealworms: although
hedgehogs love them, they provide
poor nutrition and can cause serious
health problems if fed regularly.
To stop food being eaten by cats, foxes
or other wildlife, consider using a simple
feeding station. You don’t need anything fancy; one of the easiest options is
an upturned plastic storage box with a small hedgehog-sized hole cut in the
side. This keeps the food dry and helps to ensure it reaches its intended
visitor.

=~ Get the Kids & Grandkids Involved!
Making a hedgehog feeding station is a brilliant hands-on activity for children
and grandchildren — and a great way to teach them about caring for wildlife.




e A simple station made from an upturned plastic
storage box is easy, safe and fun to build

A together. If you'd like step-by-step inspiration,

! Children’s Gardening Week has a lovely child-
friendly guide you can follow at home.

https://www.childrensgardeningweek.co.uk/things-to-do/hedgehog-feeding-

station/

3. Offer Safe Shelter
Hedgehogs need places to nest and hibernate. You can help by:
e Leaving a quiet, untidy corner of the garden
e Keeping piles of logs or leaves
e Installing a hedgehog house, tucked away from disturbance
Always check under bonfires and dense vegetation before lighting or cutting,
as hedgehogs often shelter in exactly these places.

4. Be Careful With Garden Chemicals

Slug pellets, rat poison and some weed killers can be deadly to hedgehogs,
either directly or by poisoning the insects they rely on. Switching to wildlife-
friendly alternatives can dramatically reduce this risk.

5. Watch for Hidden Dangers

Garden netting, discarded litter, deep drains and uncovered window wells
can trap hedgehogs. A quick check around your garden boundaries could
save a life.

Every garden, no matter how small, can play a part. If just a few changes
are made across the village, we can turn our community back into a place
where hedgehogs can thrive again.

If you haven’t yet completed the hedgehog survey, please do — it only takes
a couple of minutes and really helps to guide what we do next. We'll be
sharing the survey findings and next steps in a future edition.

Together, we really can make a difference.
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WINTER ACTION BOX — How to Help Hedgehogs Right Now
Winter is the hardest and most dangerous time of year for hedgehogs. You
can make a real difference with a few simple actions:
Vv Leave out food & water
Hedgehogs regularly wake from hibernation during mild spells and need
energy to survive. Put out meat-based cat/dog dried kibble, plus fresh water.
X Never disturb a hibernating hedgehog
If you find one curled up and asleep in a safe place — leave it alone.

A\ OUT IN THE DAY IS NOT OK
If you see a hedgehog out in daylight, this is usually a sign that it is unwell,
injured, starving, or struggling to survive.
If this happens:
e Carefully scoop the hedgehog up using gloves or a towel
e Place it in a high-sided box with newspaper, warmth and water
e Contact a local rescue immediately or get in touch with me for help
You can also contact the British Hedgehog Preservation Society for
urgent advice.

A\ SMALL HEDGEHOGS IN WINTER NEED HELP
A hedgehog that looks very small (about the size of a grapefruit or smaller) in
winter is unlikely to survive without intervention.
Please act quickly:
e Bringitinside into a warm, quiet box
e Provide water
e Contact a rescue straight away (or me)
v Delay garden clear-ups
Leaf piles, log stacks and dense vegetation are vital winter shelters. If you
must tidy, check carefully first.
v Check bonfires & compost heaps
Always check thoroughly before lighting or turning — these are prime
hibernation spots.
v Provide a winter nest site
A hedgehog house, or even a tucked-away space under decking or behind a
shed, can save lives.
Thank you for caring!
Sarah Cullen
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GREAT VALUE FOR YOUR MONEY

The best value kiln dried logs in Lincolnshire
and Nottinghamshire.

KILN DRIED LOGS

Ready to burn whatever time of the year.
Average moisture content below 20%

authoru ed
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WE ALSO SELL

Kindling, wax firelighters,
. = Smokeless coal, Hotmax fuel logs, {*
; r Oak & cherry bbg smoking Chunks. :
DELIVERY-:

Visit our website for prices o = &% » N

aubournfirewood.co.uk

Victoria's Beauty Works
Mobile Beauty Therapist

Offering friendly, professional, and experienced beauty and
holistic services, fully insured and tailored to your needs, with
competitive pricing. Based in Swinderby, covering Winthorpe
and surrounding areas.

» Swedish Massage » LVL Lash Lift & Tint
« Facials * Brow & Lash Tint
« Manicures « Waxing
 Pedicures « Intimate Waxing
» Gel Nails
A ue.

www.victoriasbeautyworks.co.uk Ea BN
contact@victoriasbeautyworks.co.uk 07941035947




Quizzes and Puzzles — Just For Fun!

If you enjoy a quiz, puzzle, anagram or riddle and would like to share one
with our readers, please contact the editor. You don’t have to compile a full
quiz, just one question or puzzle will be welcomed.

Here are the answers to last month’s Christmas quiz — how did you do?

Last month’s Christmas quiz answers: The message reads: “Merry Christmas”

1. Mistletoe
2. Ebenezer
3. Robin

4. Rovaniemi
5. VYule

6. Cracker
7. Holly

8. Rudolph
9. lvy

10. Stocking
11. Turkey
12. Magi

13. Angels
14. Santa

Winthorpe’s Two Pint Club “on tour” for their Annual Christmas Dinner 2025



COLLINGHAM CARS

Exclusively serving Collingham and surrounding areas
Fully Licensed Private Hire/HackneyCarriage : DBS Checked :
Airport pick up/drop off : Hospital appointments : Shopping trips :
Competitive rates : ANY journey undertaken : Female drivers :
Call Penny on 0783 33 15 928

/CLIVE SMITH *

Your Local Decorator

Interior & Exterior Painting and Decorating
Quality Work — Prompt Attention — Free Estimates

Tel. 01636 679904 or 07742412081

EDLIN ROOFING

Contact us for a free quote, no job too small
01636 674884 07983604893

richardedlinpropertyservices@hotmail.co.uk
www.edlinroofingnewark.co.uk

Advertising Space Available

Focal Point is delivered free, every month of the year, to all residents
of Winthorpe, Langford and Holme, as well as Winthorpe School and
The Lord Nelson. It is also free to read online. Connect your business
with our readers. This space will cost you just £90 for a whole year!


mailto:richardedlinpropertyservices@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.edlinroofingnewark.co.ukk/

St Bartholomew’s
Chuuarch, ]Launugiﬁonmdl

Langford Church and Church Garden News

We are all in Langford completely shocked by the tragic and untimely death of
Brian Wright. Brian was an immense character, not only in the village but in
the wider farming community in Nottinghamshire, where he was well known
and highly respected.

Brain was Churchwarden at Langford for many years, as was his father before
him. When we restored the church some thirty odd years ago, Brian ran a
very successful and enjoyable ploughing match in the spring at Hall Farm for
many years. Not only did it raise a good sum of money, it gained a great
reputation with competitors coming from all over the country with their
tractors, and in some cases their splendid shire horses. It was huge fun.

Brian was for many years a parish councillor, representing the interests of
Langford and ensuring its wellbeing. He was also a gifted engineer and loved
his many old tractors, making some go far faster than they ought to have
done!

Our Christmas candlelight service of carols and readings was dedicated to
Brian Wright and his family, welcoming members of the farming community
and local residents.

Brian will be sadly missed by those who knew him.

Jerry Steele
St. Bartholomew’s Churchwarden

Jerry Steele, Church Warden (01636 893143)
Becky and John, Langford Crossing (07753117530)



All saunts’ Chuorch,
W iilnut]huourpe

| do hope this New Year brings a time of peace to our local
community as well as to the world. | think we have all
found it very hard to understand and come to terms with
the events at the end of November 2025. It seems a long time since those
tragic days, obviously too late to make comment in December's Focal Point. |
need to say that Brian, Charlie, Judith, James and Andrew have all been in our
thoughts and prayers over this period of time. As | write these notes in early
December, we know nothing about the timing of funerals but | hope there is
a time when we can all come together to show our respects for this farming
family. | wrote last month that the newly made Memorial Plaque shown off
at the Remembrance Service was provided by the Parish Council; | now need
to add that that was with a donation from Brian Wright, who fortunately was
able to see it at the Service.

To more very mundane matters: we enjoyed some wonderful Christmas
Services in December - the Christingle at the School was attended by 57 top
two form children who, under the guidance of Revd. David, built their
Christingles safely! That was followed by a wonderful Christmas Concert from
the Bassingham Singers. We then were at the Lord Nelson for the Carol
Singing (thanks very much to Lisa and Michelle B-S’s Trio). We finished with
our lovely Carol Service, taken again by Revd. David, with the singing
enhanced once more by the Hungate Singers. January sees us back to our
usual Services added to by our turn on the rota to host Holy Communion on
18" January.

We are thinking in our prayers of anyone in the villages who is ill, hospitalised
or suffering a bereavement at this time.

Flower Ladies: Decoration Removal on Friday 2" January from 2pm.
Thank you.
Church Cleaners: Mrs J. Lord and Mrs J. White

Tisha Applewhite (Churchwarden)

Tel. 01636 643763 or 07896821414 Email: tishapplewhite@msn.com



mailto:tishapplewhite@msn.com

St. Giles Church, Holmne

Dear Friends and Supporters of St Giles” Church

How was Christmas for you? At St Giles we really hope
you managed to get to one of the services in the area, or that you went to an
event or religious gathering if visiting family or friends. Our churches were
full of light when we met together.

Although the Christmas story is full of joy, it ends (in Matthew’s gospel) on an
uncertain note. The Wise Men have left to go home ‘by a different route’
because of Herod’s edict; and Jesus, Mary and Joseph have gone to Egypt to
escape him. Although Joseph waits there until Herod dies, he is afraid to go
home because Herod’s son has taken over. So, he takes his young family to
Nazareth to grow up —and several years later we start the rest of the story
with John the Baptist walking out of the desert.

Everyone faces the New Year thinking whether they are in the right place and
Jesus and his family were no different. We have services in all our churches in
January, all the details kindly listed for you in Focal Point, so please do join us
at one — you’d be very welcome.

With best wishes, Nigel and Simon

Nigel Priestley (Churchwarden) 07801 723468 Q?/_\

Email: nigel.priestleyl0@gmail.com e
Simon Hosking (Churchwarden) 01636 679641

Holme Village Roll of Honour

In last month’s Focal Point, you may recall seeing a picture of the recently
discovered Roll of Honour for Holme. The names listed are of the men who
fought in the Great War, 1914 to 1918. Two died in combat and the others
returned to England. For the first time since 1934, this Roll of Honour once
again hangs proudly in a new frame in St Giles Church, on the west wall, just
next to the font. Of the first three names, which are in alphabetical order,
this month’s article concerns the two young men who both died serving on
the Western Front in France.


mailto:nigel.priestley10@gmail.com

Richard and Grace Dean appear to have moved from Lincoln around 1898 to
the Crossing Gate House on the Midland Railway, in the parish of Winthorpe,
on the road leading to Holme. Richard was a plate layer so maybe both he
and Grace opened and closed the gates between them when a train came
past. Their children included Arthur, born 1896, and John William, born 16
November 1887. Frank, born towards the end of 1898, was baptised in
Winthorpe church on 8" December 1898. Arthur and Frank both served with
the 8" Sherwood Foresters, Notts and Derby Regiment, and John William
with the York & Lancasters. Arthur died of wounds received in action on 9
December 1917, aged 22 years, and was buried in Philosophe British
Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Arthur’s name is on the headstone in St
Giles’ churchyard, where his parents Richard and Grace are buried. It is
believed that both Frank and John returned home and Doreen Hallam thinks
they then worked as farm labourers for Hallams’ farmers, Holme.

Herbert Charles Key, born 1895 in Holme, was the eldest son of Frederick, a
general labourer, and Charlotte Key (née Hagues). Frederick was born in 1857
in Langford; Charlotte Hagues was born in 1863 in Brant Broughton. Their
marriage in 1894 was recorded in the Newark Registration district. Frederick
and Charlotte went on to have a further son, Ernest, born 1903 in Holme.

The 1911 census records the family living in Holme; Frederick (54 yrs), a
general labourer, was living with his wife Charlotte (46 yrs) and their two
children: Bertie (Herbert Charles) 16 yrs, a general labourer, and Ernest 8 yrs.

Lance Corporal Herbert Charles Key enlisted at Newark and served with the
1/8th Battalion Sherwood Foresters, like so many young men in the Newark
district. Sadly, he was killed in action on 12th September 1917. He has no
known grave and his name is commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Dud
Corner, Panel 87 to 89. Thankfully, there is a fine private memorial to him on
the north wall of the chancel in Holme church. This bears the inscription:

'In loving memory of Herbert Charles Key, Lance Corporal 1/8th Sherwood
Foresters, killed in action in No Man's Land in France, September 12th 1917
aged 22 years. He died the noblest death a man may die, fighting for God,
and right, and liberty, and such a death is immortality.'



The Newark Herald, on 29'" September 1917 reported:

' MILLED IN ACTION 1N No M2

IN FRANCE. ;
SEPTEMBER 1271917,
ACED 22 YEARS.

Lance-Corpl H C Key of Holme.

A letter has been received by Mr and Mrs Key
of Holme, stating that their eldest son,
Lance-Corpl Herbert Key has been killed in
action. He was only 22 years of age, and
prior to enlistment in the Sherwood Foresters
had been employed as gardener for three
years with the Hon J C Lister, now Lord
Masham of Farndon. After receiving three
months of training at Newark and Belton
Park, he proceeded to France and would
have completed two years’ service there next
month. He received his promotion on the

field of battle on September 11th while in charge of a Lewis machine gun. The
following is a letter received from Pte Arthur Dean whose home is also Holme.

“It is with great sorrow that | write you these few lines to tell you of the death
of your son, Bertie, which occurred on September 11%. | am so sorry to write
this, as | received the sad news when | got back yesterday (Thursday), and |
know it will come as a great shock to you, as it did to me, and every one of the

Company, both NCO’s and men.

We deeply regret the loss of him, as he was

liked so much by everybody who knew him. He was always so quiet and
willing to do anything. | trust that God may help you and Mrs Key to bear your
great loss. He suffered no pain, for he was killed instantly. If there is anything
more | can do for you, | shall be only too willing to do so.”

Another letter has been received from his Lieutenant which states: - “It is with
deepest sympathy | write to tell you that your son has been missing since the

night of the 11"-12th instance. I’

'm afraid | cannot give you any hope of him

being alive. He was one of my best NCO’s and a general favourite with all the
men in the Company. He was ever cheerful under all circumstances, and |
assure you will be greatly missed, both by me (his officer) and by his

comrades.”

To be continued. Nigel Priestley



Church Services for January 2026

Sunday 11t

(Baptism of Christ). 10.15am Morning Worship Winthorpe

Sunday 18

(2" of Epiphany) 10.00am Holy Communion Winthorpe

Sunday 25 10.00am Morning Worship Langford

(Conversion of Paul)  5.00pm Evening Prayer Winthorpe

Every Thursday 1.30 — 3.30pm Open Church Winthorpe

Every Day 10.00 — 4.00pm Open Church Holme +
Langford

For more information please visit the East Trent Churches website:
www.easttrentchurches.org.uk

oL


http://www.easttrentchurches.org.uk/

‘Man or Woman’ Pop Music Quiz

Pop Songs that mention the word man or woman or both in the title

Songs range from 1963-1999 — Try not to use Google!

Give yourself 1 point for the song and 1 point for the artiste (24 available in
total)

Quiz compiled by Bob Warriner

QUESTIONS
1. It could be me you need? by a big ‘thump’ description (1985) — 2,4,3 by 4!

2. Simply a mature female by Imagine singer (1981) — 5 by 4,6
3. Strut your stuff gentlemen, by a year’s quarters (1963) — 4,4,1,3 by 3,4,7

4. Mister I've an urge to be a lady by author Mark’s girl (1999) —3!1,4,4,1,5!
by 6,5

5. A chap’s reflection by moonwalking mick (1988) - 3,2,3,6 by 7,7
6. A lady’s desire is showing, by a funny girl actress (1980) - 1,5,2,4 by 6,9

7. The time that a couple get together by Percy Sledge (1966) - 4,1,3,5,1,5 by
5,6

8. A lady who has that little bit extra! by at saver confused (1978) - 4,4,1,5 by
7

9. Offspring of a church official by dirty seasonal pasture (1968) - 3,2,1,8,3 by
5,11

10.1 represent all females by Kacha Hank re-sorted (1978) — 2,5,5 by 5,4

11. I am definitely male, by half of M&S with Davis bunch (1967) - 2,1,3 by
7,5,512.

12. Without a lady, without tears by Rasta

" ‘)‘{," ~',r
Robert & his criers (1975) - 2,5,2,3 by 3 5 ; [
3,6,3,3,7 ;


https://freepngimg.com/png/48372-musical-notation-symbol-images-free-clipart-hd
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

Happy New Year!

Roger Seager gave me this recipe for Hot Punch, which he assures me is a
firm favourite of the Seager family and that they adapt it and add to it as they
wish. The original recipe can be found in either Mrs Beeton’s Household
Management or Mrs Beeton’s All-About Cookery.

Ingredients:

% pint of brandy

% pint of rum

1 pint of boiling water

2 or 3 ozs of loaf sugar

1 large lemon

Pinch of ground cinnamon
Pinch of grated nutmeg
Pinch of cloves

Method

Remove the rind of the lemon by rubbing it with some of the sugar. Put the
whole of the sugar, the cinnamon, nutmeg, cloves, brandy, rum and boiling
water into a stewpan, heat gently by the side of the fire, but do not let it
approach boiling-point. Strain the lemon-juice into a punch-bowl, add the hot
liquid, and serve at once.

Last month’s pop quiz answers:

The Night by Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons
Ladies Night by Kool and the Gang

Strangers in the Night by Frank Sinatra

Miss You Nights by Cliff Richard

One Night in Heaven by M-People

All Night Long by Lionel Richie

Night Fever by The Bee Gees

Nights in White Satin by The Moody Blues
One More Night by Phil Collins

10 Saturday Night at the Movies by The Drifters
11. Dance the Night Away by The Mavericks

12. One of These Nights by The Eagles

WoONOU A WN R



Balderton Dry Cleaners

& Laundererre
We do home deliveries in Wmmmye,
Langford and Holme on Tt uesa(ays and
Thursdays. You can aflso Jrcy off via our new
agent in Winthorpe - The Lord Nelson.
The Launderette will wash and press bedding,
shirts, workwear and football kits

- all your washing needs!

The Dry Cleaners take mens and ladies wear,

curtains, duvets, loose covers and wedding gowns.

Tallents
Soli citors

250)

YEAR/&\‘ VERSARY

Newark | Southwell | Mansficld

Tallented in law since 1774

?ﬁmwfor Coa'eCtian 01636 705487 01636 671881 | www.tallents.co.uk
O FLEET FENCING
22 Cottage Lane, Collingham. Nw.
f FULLERS A PROMPT PERSONAL
LANDSCAPING SPECIALISED SERVICE
FENCING (including repairs)
GARDEN DESIGN & LANDSCAPING * PATIOS
LANDSCAPING sl
BLOCK PAVING DRIVES
Or 07867 5.10544 ' ALAN LYONS 01636 893092
|a.ndscaplnglln(:0|nshIre@gm:ul.com MOBILE 07970 431 138

Email: alan.lyons2@btinernet.com

WHEELIE
BIN
CLEANER

-REGULAR CLEANS EVERY 4 WEEKS

-PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE
=FULLY LICENCED AND INSURED

BOOK ONLINE

07493 424437
INFO@WHEELIEBINCLEANER.CO.UK
WWW.WHEELIEBINCLEANER.CO.UK

Fresh Local Farm Milk
unhomogenised
Delivered to your door
on Mondays, Wednesdays &
Fridays in glass bottles
£1.75 per litre bottle
Produced, Pasteurised and
Bottled in Danethorpe
tel: Robin 07587 140106




CHIROPLUS
CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

Dr Sarah Beales BSc (Hons)
Doctor of Chiropractic
1st Floor, Collingham Medical Centre

Back Pain? Neck Pain?
Hip Pain? Headaches?

4
-
Call us on (‘)

-
"

01636 610242 ¥

chiro*

%‘3 Mobile Stylist

X

Why not have your hair styled in the
comfort of your own home by a
professional stylist with 30 years experience

( Winthorpe Village

Colouring

Perms

Highlights / Foils
Cutting and Styling

Contact Diane on 07703523888
Email: dianepipes71@gmail.com

Mathematics Tuition

11- plus to A-level

Andrew

1445
2

apwmé65@gmail.com

07383015001

DBS Certificate

Home Tuition in
Winthorpe

Experienced teacher,
private tutor and GCSE examiner
Up to GCSE and A’ Level:
English Language & Literature
Up to GCSE: French, History, R.E.

Contact Julie Hill: 01636 676079
email: eledanjos12@outlook.com
DBS Certificate

BEAUTY THERAPIST & FOOT
CARE PRACTITIONER

Sports Massage, Scalp Massage,
Facials, Aromatherapy, Reiki,
Reflexology, Hopi Candles,
Manicures, Pedicures and Waxing

Reliable, friendly and professional
Over 30 yrs experience.
Home visits.

Call Amanda: 07976358272

6

N.E.M
PLUMBING SERVICES @
All types of
plumbing work undertaken
No Job too small
No call out charge
20 years of experience

Contact Neil: 07774 163372
or 01636 687104
29, Woodlands, Winthorpe NG24 2NL



mailto:eledanjos12@outlook.com




