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I hope you all had the Christmas you were hoping for and that, if you were 

spending time with your family and friends, all ran smoothly, with no 

arguments over the board games or the remote control for the television!  

 

Here we are again, at the dawn of a new year, January named after the 

Roman God Janus, who was depicted with two faces – one looking back and 

one looking forwards. Some years are tough to look back on, especially if we 

have lost a loved one or had to deal with a particulary difficult time. There 

are some years in my own memory where I just wanted to get to December 

31st and draw a line under that particular year. As many of you will know, I 

am passionate about History and the relevance of the past to the present and 

the future. I’m also a fan of Charles Dickens’ classic story, A Christmas Carol, 

in all its forms from the original text to the Muppets’ film version. Ebenezer 

Scrooge has to face his past so that he understands what made him “hard 

and sharp as flint” before he can transform into the cheery, warm-hearted, 

generous soul of the story’s final pages. But once transformed, he never 

looks back and faces forwards, towards a brighter future. Whilst this may 

seem a romanticised view, I have always found that optimism, grounded in 

past experience and reality, has helped me to move forwards in life. 

 

I often ramble on about the seasons and nature, I know, but there is a lot we 

can learn from Mother Nature. In many ways, winter is a resting time, once 

the hectic time of Christmas is over, when we can gather our thoughts and 

recharge our batteries in readiness for the eventual arrival of spring and all 

the joy that season brings. The shortest day (which I think of as the longest 

night) has passed; January and February (even March) may bring snow and 

ice, but at least it won’t be so dark and spring will come, as it always does.  

Julie Johnson-Hill (01636 676079) 
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January Calendar 

When What Where 

Wed         1st  New Year’s Day  

Sat           4th     Silver bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon        6th Green bin Winthorpe 

Mon        6th Mobile Library All 

Mon        6th    Winthorpe Primary School, new 
term begins 

Winthorpe 

Mon        6th    Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue          7th     Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed        8th WI meeting Winthorpe 

Fri          10th     Green bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      13th   Silver bin Winthorpe 

Mon      13th  Brown bin All 

Mon      13th    Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        14th   Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed      15th  Garden Club social evening Winthorpe 

Thur      16th  Parish Council meeting Winthorpe 

Fri          17th  Silver bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      20th    Green bin Winthorpe 

Mon      20th  Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        21st  Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Fri          24th  Green bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      27th  Silver bin Winthorpe 

Fri          31st   Silver bin L’ford/ Holme 

COLLINGHAM MEDICAL PRACTICE  
The medical centre will be closed on Christmas Day,  

Boxing Day and New Year’s Day 
If you need medical assistance when we are closed, dial 111. 

In an emergency dial 999. Chest pains / shortness of breath constitute an emergency. 
 



 

This month, the mobile library will call at our villages  

on Monday 6th January 

 

Stop 
No. 

 

Village Location Arrive Depart 

1 
 

Winthorpe The Spinney 9.50am 10.10am 

2 
 

Winthorpe junction of Pocklington 
Crescent and Branston Close 

10.15am 10.35am 

3 
 

Winthorpe junction of Gainsborough Road 
and Woodlands 

10.40am 10.50am 

4 
 

Langford Langford Hall Farm 10.55am 11.10am 

5 
 

Holme Snaefell, Langford Lane 11.20am 11.30am 

6 
 

Holme Southview Farm 11.35am 11.55am 

*Information taken from inspireculture.org.uk 

Don’t forget to contact the editor about any events or activities happening in 

Winthorpe, Langford or Holme, so that they can be included in Focal Point. 

Email: winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com  Tel: 01636 676079 

 

Focal Point Online Edition 

The online edition of Focal Point is easy to find on the Winthorpe Village 

Website, and it’s in full colour! Just go to www.winthorpe.org and follow the 

menus: Media and then Village Magazine. 

As well as the current issue, you can read previous issues, going back as far as 

2007. Focal Point is not only delivered free to residents of Winthorpe, 

Langford and Holme, but is free to read online by anyone, anywhere. 

mailto:winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com
http://www.winthorpe.org/


  



THANK YOU 

A big Thank You to everyone who sent me 

cards and good wishes on my 90th birthday. In 

particular, the Garden Club committee and 

their helpers, who provided a surprise cake 

and drinks at the meeting in November.  

It was a pleasant evening. 

Pat Finn 

 

 

 

ANOTHER THANK YOU 

Many thanks to all those who attended the Christmas wreath making; we had 

a lovely afternoon listening to Christmas carols, eating mince pies and 

consuming mulled wine.   

A big thank you to Katie Gent from 

Tuxford Young Farmers, who came to 

demonstrate wreath making, and to 

Leane Cutts for keeping the mulled 

wine flowing.   

We raised over £400 for the 

Community Centre and due to 

the success of the event, we aim 

to hold it again next year.  

Michele Cammack 

 



 



WINTHORPE WI 

We started our Christmas festivities on 19th November, when forty-five 
members and friends enjoyed a trip and meal at Castle Howard to see the 
Alice's Christmas Wonderland themed decorations. Despite the overnight fall 
of snow, everyone was on time at their appointed pick-up point and there 
were no problems on the road. The consensus was that a good day was had 
by all. 
  
The book club met at the Lord Nelson on 21st November to discuss The Lost 
Bookshop by Evie Woods. This was a book that everyone enjoyed. It was pure 
escapism and one which we would recommend. At our next book club 
meeting on Thursday 16th January 2025, again at the Lord Nelson, we will be 
reviewing Small Pleasures by Clare Chambers.  The book club is open to all 
members of the WI. 
  
The coffee morning on 5th December went very well; thank you to everyone 
who attended.  There's nothing quite as magical as the sound of young 
children singing Away in a Manager and the children of Winthorpe School 
sang it beautifully. 
  
Our last meeting of the year was our Christmas Party, where we all enjoyed a 
catered meal followed by a festive quiz, hosted by Guy.  Our first meeting of 
the New Year will be on Wednesday 8th January, when we will be re-enacting 
an Historic Crime Trial.  If you fancy being a member of the jury, you are 
more than welcome to join us. The first meeting is free of charge, subsequent 
meetings incur a £5.00 charge. 
  
On behalf of Winthorpe WI, we wish you a very happy and healthy New Year. 
  
Pauline Lockwood 
 

Defibrillator codes for Winthorpe 
Village Hall: CY543 
Community Centre: C159X  
Pocklington Crescent: C159X 
Defibrillator code for Holme 
Phone Box at junction of Langford Lane and High Steeet. No code needed.  



  



WINTHORPE GARDEN CLUB 

Some people who were present at the November meeting of the Garden Club 
may have been puzzled about the glaring omission in my report last month, 
as I made no mention of the surprise which the committee had arranged in 
celebration of Pat Finn’s forthcoming ninetieth birthday. This was not an 
oversight on my part; there was a good reason why it was not included – I 
can say no more, except that it was always my intention to highlight it in 
January’s Focal Point. 
 
There were glasses of fizz to toast Pat’s good health and to wish him the 
happiest of birthdays with many happy returns of the day; there was a 
beautifully decorated, delicious birthday cake; there was lots of love and 
goodwill. Pat Finn is a man of great warmth and has a loving spirit, which is 
what makes him so loved by so many.  
 

 

Our next meeting on 15th January is our annual New Year social gathering; 
this event is for members only. In a departure from the arrangements of 
previous years, members should pay £5 to the Treasurer well in advance and 
food will be provided. Members are reminded, however, to bring their own 
drinks.  
 
On behalf of all the members of Winthorpe Garden Club, I wish you a very  
Happy New Year with best wishes for good health and happiness in 2025.  

 

Julie Johnson-Hill  



Winthorpe with Langford Parish Council 

The December meeting of the Parish Council, which 

took place on Thursday 19th December was (as is 

normal for this particular meeting) shorter than usual, 

covering just the key issues facing the Parish at the 

moment. We discussed the success of the Christmas 

Tree on the Village Green and how much we have 

learned about this first tree for the village, which will 

ensure that we make it even better for next year.  

We have managed to obtain a plentiful supply of 

free trees for the next few years, so this will be a 

regular presence in the Parish, and we would like 

to invite everybody to put a decoration on the 

tree in December 2025 if they wish to. This would 

be in addition to those placed by the children 

from the school and those provided by the Parish 

Council. Also, if you have any other festive ideas 

which you think might be good for next year, then 

please let the Parish Council Clerk know. 

More community progress being made: 
As you may have seen, the hedge on the east side of Gainsborough Road, 
from the School to the A1133, has now been cut and we thank Bob Allen for 
carrying out that work. Nottinghamshire County Council will be working to 
tidy up the area in the entrance to the School (Thoroughfare Lane) in the next 
few weeks. 
 
Working on feedback from residents of both Langford and Winthorpe, we 
have worked with Nottinghamshire County Council Highways and Debbie 
Darby to make arrangements for mobile speed camera checks on the A1133 
between the Winthorpe roundabout and Langford village. The first of these 
took place on Friday the 6th December, with more planned for the future. 
We continue to work with the school to try and find a solution to the parking 
issues around the school at ‘drop off’ and ‘pick up’ times. I’m sure you can 
understand that this is a particularly difficult issue to resolve, so could I 



please ask all residents, wherever possible, to avoid Gainsborough Road 
around the school at these times? I know the school is working hard with 
parents to ensure that the area is maintained as a safe area for children and 
residents, but we all need to work together to make this happen. We have 
also noted that some school buses have been turning around in Woodlands 
and other inappropriate areas of Winthorpe. We have written to the relevant 
bus companies and hopefully this will make a difference going forward; the 
correct turning area is of course around the village green near The Lord 
Nelson. 
 
Following the high winds and rain in the early part of December, we had to 
deal with several damaged trees around the villages, on Parish Council 
owned land. Thankfully, some of this work has been undertaken by residents, 
which helps us and provides some much-needed firewood.  
 
Communication around the Parish: 
Any issues of concern to residents should be addressed directly to the 
relevant parish organisation/club or, where necessary, to the Parish Council, 
NCC or N&SDC (relevant contact details on the village website). The use of 
social media to pass personal views on issues identified in the Parish is not 
helpful and more importantly is not effective. We should all work together to 
strengthen our community and deal with problems as they arise.  Although I 
understand that not everyone is willing or indeed able to get directly involved 
themselves, if you spot something just pass the information on to someone 
who can deal with it. 
 
And finally…  
On behalf of all members of your Parish Council: 
Mark Kneen Andy Leary Bob Allen Wendy Banks 
Brian Wright Leanne Cutts Chris Bentley        Bob McClymont 
and of course, your Parich Council Clerk, Mary Ann Horley 
parishclerkatwinthorpe@outlook.com 
we wish you and your families a Happy New Year and we look forward to a 

great future for the parish in 2025. So that’s all for this month, but if you have 

any comments or ideas, as always please let me know.  

Paul Smith  (Chair, Winthorpe with Langford Parish Council) 

paul@bridgfordss.co.uk 

mailto:parishclerkatwinthorpe@outlook.com
mailto:paul@bridgfordss.co.uk


A New Year Message from Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP 

As 2024 comes to a close, and as we embrace the festive season and New 

Year period, I am excited to see our area beautifully adorned with Christmas 

lights and decorations. 

On a personal note, this year saw both a General Election and a Conservative 

leadership contest. I am deeply grateful to everyone who placed their trust in 

me once again to represent you in Parliament.  I know how hard life 

continues to be for many families in our area, with ongoing cost-of-living 

pressures and other challenges. Please know I will always work tirelessly to 

improve your lives and opportunities. 

There is much to be proud of in Newark this year, but there is also important 

work ahead. I will continue to fight for the reinstatement of the 24/7 Urgent 

Treatment Centre at Newark Hospital – an essential service for our local 

community. I am determined to protect the A46 bypass project, ensuring it 

gets the investment it needs to ease congestion in and around Newark. I will 

also oppose large solar farm developments that risk damaging our 

countryside and will keep supporting our high street and small businesses, 

which are the backbone of our local communities. 

Representing Newark in Parliament is an honour, and I am committed to 

advocating for your interests in the year ahead. If I can help you in any way, 

please do not hesitate to contact me or my office. 

Wishing you and your family a Happy New Year, filled with health and 

happiness. 

Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP 
Member of Parliament for Newark 
 
Constituency Office: 
YMCA 
Lord Hawke Way 
Newark 
NG24 4FH 
Tel: 01636 612837  |  W: www.robertjenrick.com 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.robertjenrick.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cd0a3a52d0a7f4a6fc35508dd1a8e9274%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638695921814860255%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B5F2BkwNmed1N4tjfhzx87EkFPhy%2FgF0V2Zls0tzSDg%3D&reserved=0


Think Again A46 Residents’ Group 
 

Progress continues to be made and further agreement has 

been reached with National Highways on the key position 

and issues raised by Winthorpe residents; recent concerns 

regarding the additional risk of flooding have been added.  

Think Again have discussed the outstanding points with National Highways 

and in December attended a hearings day held by the Examining Authority. 

An accompanied site inspection visit to the village was undertaken by the 

Examining Authority to assess concerns raised at both the A1 and A46 ends of 

the village. They have agreed to re-visit in order to speak to particular 

property owners in those locations.  

The detailed timelines for the process of examination remains unchanged. All 

the information is available on the Planning Inspectorate website. If you have 

any specific questions or concerns about the scheme, or would like to know 

more, please contact Think Again via the folllowing links: 

https://a46thinkagain.org.uk/  Twitter: https://twitter.com/ThinkAgainA46 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/ThinkAgainA46Newark 

 
 

Winthorpe Community Centre

100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100                               

100 

Club 
Congratulations 

to our winners! 
 

Please contact Richard Cuene-Grandidier if you would like to join the 100 

Club: rcgracing@yahoo.co.uk  Telephone: 07932 110915 

Winners for December 
 

1st £53.40 H Cammack 

2nd £26.70 L Cutts 

3rd £8.90 Maureen Smith 

https://a46thinkagain.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/ThinkAgainA46
https://www.facebook.com/ThinkAgainA46Newark
mailto:rcgracing@yahoo.co.uk


 
Collingham Ramblers  



Walks programme for January , February , March and April 2025 
A new venture / adventure for the New Year 

 
If you enjoy walking and the great outdoors why not join up with us at 
COLLINGHAM RAMBLERS? (affiliated to the National Ramblers Organisation) 
Come along with like minded people and admire the fantastic English 
countryside in all its guises, seasonal colour and glory, enjoying the many 
benefits of time spent in good company in the great outdoors. 
 
Walks take place locally in Nottinghamshire and adjacent counties and are 
organised and guided by experienced members of the group. The programme 
of walks for the first 4 months of 2025 is shown below. Fortnightly Sunday 
walks are between 6 and 8 miles, with coffee and picnic lunch stops en route.  
Monthly midweek walks are approximately 4 miles and usually conclude with 
an optional pub or café lunch. 
 
SUNDAYS 
January: 19th 
February: 2nd, 16th . 
March: 2nd, 16th, 30th 
April 13th, 27th 
 
MIDWEEK (Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday) 
January: 21st or 22nd or 23rd 
February: 25th or 26th or 27th 
March: 11th or 12th or 13th 
April: 8th or 9th or 10th 
(The date will be determined by the leader.) 
 
If you would like more information about the group and specific walk details 
please contact Nina Ward on ninajward17@gmail.com 
 
Nina Ward (Collingham Ramblers Walks Co-ordinator)  
 
 
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/ramblers-
groups/collingham-group 
 

mailto:ninajward17@gmail.com
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/ramblers-groups/collingham-group
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/ramblers-groups/collingham-group


Newark Air Museum 

 New Nottinghamshire Aviation Book Published 
  

A new self-published book by Newark Air 
Museum trustee, and part time author, Colin Savill, is now on sale from the 
Air Museum Shop. With a foreword by the esteemed author Mr Ken Ellis and 
listing all the RFC and RAF units that were based in over thirty places in the 
county, the book is the story of Nottinghamshire’s part in the story of the 
Royal Air Force and its predecessor. 
 
For over a hundred years from the days of the Royal Flying Corps of World 
War I through the formation of the Royal Air Force, its 1930s pre-war 
expansion and World War II, the Cold War and into the 21st Century, the 
county has played its part in the story of the Royal Air Force. Not all places 
were airfields but are integral to the story. The defence of the country, 
especially in World War I, the air offensive by Bomber Command and the 
USA’s part in D-Day and Operation Market Garden in World War II were, in 
part, events that took place from RAF bases in Nottinghamshire. Many of 
these places have now disappeared to be replaced by housing, industry or 
returned to agriculture; some have left traces of their existence that can still 
be found but sadly many have not. One or two still have aircraft flying from 
them but only one remains as an RAF station. 
  
The book (ISBN: 978-1-9996353-2-9) costs £12.00 and copies can be 
purchased from the Newark Air Museum Shop, open from 10am until 3.40pm 
each day in the run up to Christmas. Please note that the Museum and Shop 
will be closed on December 24th, 25th & 26th plus January 1st. 

Howard Heeley 
(Secretary & Museum Trustee) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Author Colin Savill, pictured with his new book in 
front of his recently repainted Hawke Hunter T7 
aircraft at the museum’s site on part of the former 
RAF Winthorpe Airfield site. 



January’s Snippets, Odds and Ends 
 

Twelve Days of Christmas 

• Beginning on Christmas Day and ending on Twelfth Night (5th 
January), there are ‘officially’ twelve days of Christmas, as set down 
by The Council of Tours in the year 567 AD.  

• Whilst the exact origins of the well-known Christmas song, The 
Twelve Days of Christmas are unknown, there is evidence that it 
came from the north-east of England and dates back to the early 
1700s or even earlier. 

• The best known version of the song appeared in print for the first 
time around 1780, in a children’s book published in London. 

• In the northern counties of England, the song was often called The 
Ten Days of Christmas, as there were only ten gifts. 

• Assuming the gifts are repeated in full in each round of the song, by 
the end of the twelve days “my true love” has sent a total of 364 
‘items’ – that’s a lot of animals and people, although the gold rings 
might be more welcome gifts. 

• William Shakespeare’s play, Twelfth Night has the alternative title, 
What You Will to signify that on the twelfth day of Christmas, normal 
rules of behaviour don’t apply, a reference to the Feast of Fools, 
which has its origins in ancient pagan festivals, such as the Roman 
winter festival of Saturnalia.  

• The 1996 Walt Disney film The Hunchback of Notre Dame features 
The Feast of Fools, renaming it Topsy-Turvy Day. In a departure from 
Victor Hugo’s original novel, Quasimodo is crowned the King of Fools 
by puppeteer Clopin, who acts as the Lord of Misrule. 

• Twelfth Night Cake, which has all but disappeared in England, being 
more or less replaced by Christmas cake, is a rich fruit cake covered 
in a layer of royal icing, topped with sugar figures and other intricate 
sculptures and piping. Inside, a large dried bean or pea would be 
baked and when the cake was cut, whoever found them in their slice 
of cake would be proclaimed king or queen for the rest of the day. 

• I can bear witness to the fact that, in France, on 6th January, they 
have a traditional “galette des rois” – a sort of cake – to mark 
Epiphany and the arrival of the Three Kings. No one told me there 
were little ceramic gifts inside it – I almost broke a tooth that day! 



THE BRANSTON BOYS 
Part 2: Walter Gilstrap Branston 

 
On 4th June 1868, at the parish church of St Marylebone, London, Joseph 
Gilstrap Branston of Newark-on-Trent married Blanche Marguerite Parnell of 
Cavendish Square, London. He was the son of the late Joseph William 
Branston, a maltster and seed merchant, and she the daughter of Charles 
Octavius Parnell, an architect. There is much more to tell about this, but that 
is for another article – this story is about their eldest son, Walter Gilstrap 
Branston. 
 
By the time Walter was born on 23rd May 1872, the family were living 
comfortably at 24 South Parade in Newark and his father Joseph was now a 
Town Councillor. There had been two children born before Walter, both girls: 
Blanche Mary, born in October 1869, and Jennifer, who had died only a day 
after her birth in October 1870. Between 1873 and 1880, four more children 
were born, two boys and two girls; the youngest child, Olive, was born in 
Winthorpe, the family having moved to the village to live at The Grange, 
which was recorded in the 1881 census as Elm’s House.  
 
In Cricket Quarter of 1886, Walter was enrolled at Charterhouse School in 
Godalming, Surrey. His maternal uncles had attended the school before it 
relocated from London in 1872, so it is likely that Blanche wanted to continue 
her family tradition by sending her sons there. Walter left Charterhouse in 
1890 to study at Trinity College, Cambridge; he graduated with a BA in 1893, 
was called to the Bar in 1895 and gained an MA in 1899. And then, in a move 
which seems puzzling, having achieved so much academically and 
professionally, he returned to Newark to become a partner in Messrs J. H. 
and H. Branston, a maltings business. Perhaps his legal expertise was seen as 
a great asset to the business? Answers to that and other questions require 
much deeper exploration than I have been able to carry out at this stage of 
my research. However, the 1901 census records Walter living at The Grange 
in Winthorpe with his parents, 28 years old, single and a Maltster’s Clerk, 
which doesn’t sound altogether grand. 
 
By the time of the 1911 census, a couple of things had changed for Walter: he 
was now a Master Maltster and recorded as an employer, though still single 
at the age of 38. At the time of the census, he was lodging at the Temperance 



Hotel in Cartergate, Newark. Census returns do not tell us how temporary or 
permanent lodgers were, so he may have been working and living in Newark 
at that time, or it could have been as brief as an overnight stay. 
 
On 3rd June 1913, aged 41, Walter married Ethel Maud Knowles, aged 34 and 
the daughter of an accountant, at St Andrew’s Church in the Parish of St 
Marylebone. As with other family weddings, including that of his parents, 
Walter and Ethel were married by his maternal uncle, Frank Parnell, Rector of 
Oxted, Surrey. The newly-weds then returned to Newark and in 1916 the 
county directory records Walter as a private resident of 69 London Road, 
Newark. They had one daughter: Heather Winifred, born in September 1915. 
I can find no record of any other children born to Walter and Ethel.  
 
Walter seems to have decided to name his house Wargrave, which he carried 
with him when the family moved from London Road to Millgate in Newark. I 
don’t know the year of the move but they were living in London Road in 1925 
and then Millgate in 1939 and 1941, according to official records. The 1939 
register states that Heather, aged 24, was unmarried and a shorthand typist. 
Also registered at that address is Elisabeth E Branston, aged 26, married and 
carrying out unpaid domestic duties. I was on the verge of thinking that 
Elisabeth was another daughter or daughter-in-law, when a small alarm bell 
rang in my head and I had to go back into the Branston family tree and check 
my sources, to find that Elisabeth Enid Butler of North Collingham had 
married Walter’s nephew, Peter Jocelyn Branston of Winthorpe, in July 1934, 
at North Collingham parish church. What a relief – I would have been very 
cross with myself, had I made such a big mistake, especially as Elisabeth was 
born some months before Walter and Maud were married. 
 
Walter died on 14th July 1952 in Boscombe, Bournemouth, aged 80. Probate 
was granted in Nottingham on 10th October 1952. His effects amounted to 
£37,989. Ethel died just eleven months later, leaving effects valued at 
£18,492. Their daughter Heather never married; she died at Amber Rose 
House Nursing Home, Brighton, on 6th July 1994, aged 78. Probate records 
show that the value of her estate was £1,200,914. 
 
The more I research the Branston family, the more fascinated I become by 
them. There are so many of their stories still to be shared.  

Julie Johnson-Hill 



All Saints’ Church, 
Winthorpe 

A very happy New Year to one and all! 

 

 

 

I do hope everyone was able to enjoy some peaceful time over Christmas as 

well as the hullabaloo surrounding Christmas Day itself. 

Last month we enjoyed several wonderful Christmas Services with our Carol 

Service and Christmas Communion enjoyed by everyone, helped along by the 

Hungate Singers and other wonderful voices in the congregation! 

January sees us back to normal with our usual Services, added to by our turn 

on the rota to host Holy Communion on 19th January. 

At the end of this month, it will have been a year since Mandy retired. We 

miss her and having a Benefice Priest but I think we have managed very well 

to adapt to being in Vacancy. That is in no small measure due to our 

wonderful retired priests in John Smith, David White and recently arrived 

Alan Keeler. We thank them from the bottom of our hearts for all they do for 

us – where would we be without them? 

At the start of a new year, we are particularly thinking in our prayers of all 

those in our villages who are ill or hospitalised at this time. 

Tish Applewhite (Churchwarden): 01636 643763  
or 07896 821414 
Email: tishapplewhite@msn.com 
Church Cleaners: Mrs J Lord and Mrs J White  

 

mailto:tishapplewhite@msn.com


St. Giles Church, 
Holme 

 

Dear Friends and Supporters of St Giles’ 

Church 

 

Following our two services over December and Christmas, we are having a 

break for a couple of months, partly due to the expected colder weather. The 

church will still be open most days and we hope to organise a group visit in 

February when the days are getting lighter. 

 

Doreen wishes to thank everyone for the many warm and uplifting messages 

of support she has received following her accident. She has been very 

touched by the cards and visits she has received. The care she has received at 

the Queen’s Medical Centre, Kings Mill Hospital and Newark Hospital has 

been excellent and she is making a steady recovery. She is now happily 

established in her new home in Collingham, where she has been able to 

welcome visitors. 

 

With best wishes, Nigel and Doreen 
 

Nigel Priestley (Churchwarden) 01636 892020  
email: nigel.priestley10@gmail.com  
Doreen Hallam (Churchwarden) 01636 676153 
 

The Feast of the Epiphany 

6th January is a special date, when we celebrate the arrival of the Three Kings 

/ Wise Men, who had followed the star until it came to rest over the stable in 

Bethlehem. There they knelt before the baby Jesus and presented him with 

gifts for a king: gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

Epiphany means “revelation”; it is when the baby Jesus was 'revealed' to the 

world. In the Christian calendar, 6th January or the following Sunday also 

marks the baptism (not as a baby) of Jesus by St. John the Baptist. 

mailto:nigel.priestley10@gmail.com


Church Services for January 2025 

 

   

Sunday 12th  
(Baptism of Christ)    10.15am Morning Worship Winthorpe  
 
Sunday 19th  
(2nd of Epiphany) 10.00am Holy Communion Winthorpe 
 
 
Sunday 26th   10.00am Morning Worship Langford 
(3rd of Epiphany)  5.00pm Evening Prayer  Winthorpe 
 

 

Every Thursday 1.30 – 3.30pm Open Church  Winthorpe 
 
Every Day  10.00 – 4.00pm Open Church  Holme +  
        Langford 
 

 
For more information please visit the East Trent Churches website: 

www.easttrentchurches.org.uk 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.easttrentchurches.org.uk/


CHRISTMAS QUIZ ANSWERS 
 
Section A, the meaning of Christmas: 
 
1. There are four Sundays in Advent (1) 
2. Emmanuel means God is with us (1) 
3. Mary and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem to be registered (1) 
4. Mary and Joseph journeyed from Nazareth (1)  
5. Joseph was a carpenter (1)   
6. A manger is filled with food for horses and cattle (1) 
7. The Angel of the Lord told the shepherds about the birth of Jesus (1) 
8. St Matthew’s Gospel says the Three Wise Men came from the east (1) 
9. The Three Wise Men gave Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh (3) 
10. The Angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, telling him to take 
Mary and the baby Jesus to Egypt, to escape a command from King Herod to 
kill all children under two years old in and around Bethlehem. (1) 
11. 26th December is the feast of St Stephen (1) 
12. The evening preceding the Epiphany is known as Twelfth Night (1) 

Section B, name the Christmas carol or song from the lyrics:  

13. Good King Wenceslas(1) 
14. O Little Town of Bethlehem (1) 
15. In the Bleak Mid-Winter (1) 
16. Away in a Manger(1) 
17. Once in Royal David’s City (1) 
18. Silent Night (1) 
19. Silent Night (1) 
20. We Three Kings (1) 
21. O Come, All Ye Faithful 
22. The Holly and the Ivy (1) 
23. The Twelve Days of Christmas! (1) 
24. When Santa Got Stuck Up the Chimney (1) 
25. We Wish You a Merry Christmas! (1) 
 
Section C, miscellaneous: 
 
26. Santa Claus = Saint Nicholas, 6th December (2) 
27. Clarence was the angel’s name in the film “It’s a Wonderful Life” (1) 



28. In the church, holly berries represent the blood of Christ (1) 
29. The plant Hedera helix is better known as ivy (1) 
30. Brassica oleracea is the original wild cabbage, of which the gemmifera 
variety is better known as Brussels Sprout (1) 
31. ‘Joyeux Noël’ means ‘Happy Christmas’ in French (1) 
32. Oslo has sent a Christmas tree to London since 1947 (1) 
33. The first Christmas card was created in England in 1843 (1) 
34. Tom Smith invented the Christmas cracker in the late 1840s  (2) 
35. Henry VIII was the first English monarch to eat roast turkey (1) 
36. The monarch’s first televised Christmas message was in 1957 (1) 

 
How did you do? (marks out of 40)  

 

DECEMBER’S POP QUIZ ANSWERS 

1. Robert Di Niros Waiting (1984) – Bananarama 

2. Jumpin’ Jack Flash (1968) – The Rolling Stones 

3. Simon Says (1968) – 1910 Fruitgum Company 

4. Olivers Army (1979) – Elvis Costello & the Attractions 

5. Alfie (1966) – Cilla Black 

6. Little Willie (1972) – The Sweet 

7. Telegram Sam (1972) – T Rex 

8. Hey Joe (1969) – The Jimi Hendrix Experience 

9. Nathan Jones (1971) – The Supremes 

10. Vincent (1972) – Don McClean 

Bonus Point: Making Plans for Nigel (1979) – XTC  



This Photo by Unknown Author is 

‘Animal Tunes’ – Pop Songs Quiz 

Pop Songs that mention an ‘animal’ in the title. 
Songs range from 1969-1984 
Try not to use Google! 
Give yourself 1 point for the song & 1 point for the artiste (22 total available)  
Quiz compiled by Bob Warriner 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. The jungle king’s evening snooze by a bit of a squeeze (1982) – 3,4,6,7 by 

5,3 

2. Peckish as a wild dog by Ardun Darnu remixed (1982) – 6,4,3,4 by 5,5 

3. Soul dancing music a type of ape by some nice people (1975) – 3,5,6 by 7 

4. Bovine beast in the army by the Rasta man and his 

screamers (1983) – 7,7 by 3,6,3,3,7 

5. A big cat’s plates of meat by a sludgy mess (1974) – 5,4 by 3 

6. Title-less steed by a large continent (1971/72) – 5,4,2,4 by 7 

7. Chilly time for felines by a tight hug (1979) – 4,3,4 by 7 

8. Reynard doing a marathon by German lad’s brown ale (1968/9) – 3,2,3,3 

by 7,4 

9. A big cat’s gaze by one who was rescued (1982) – 3,2,3,5 by 8 

10. Dundee’s quarry before seaside confection by awkward Joel Nonth 

(1972/73) – 9,4 by 5,4 

 

Bonus Question: 

Myself & yourself, with canine disapprovingly by a Spanish wolf (1971) – 

2,3,3,3,1,3,5,3 by 4 

 

 

Answers will be printed in next month’s edition of Focal Point. 

 
 

https://freepngimg.com/png/48372-musical-notation-symbol-images-free-clipart-hd
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


  

 

 
 

 

Fresh Local Farm Milk 
unhomogenised 

Delivered to your door  
on Mondays, Wednesdays & 

Fridays in glass bottles 
£1.50 per litre bottle 

Produced, Pasteurised and 
Bottled in Danethorpe 

tel: Robin 07587 140106 



  

 

Home Tuition in 
Winthorpe 

Experienced teacher,  
private tutor and GCSE examiner 

Up to GCSE and A’ Level:  
English Language & Literature 

Up to GCSE: French, History, R.E. 
 

Contact Julie Hill: 01636 676079  
email: eledanjos12@outlook.com 

DBS Certificate  

BEAUTY THERAPIST & FOOT 
CARE PRACTITIONER 

 
Sports Massage, Scalp Massage, 

Facials, Aromatherapy, Reiki, 
Reflexology, Hopi Candles, 

Manicures, Pedicures and Waxing 
 

 Reliable, friendly and professional 
Over 30 yrs experience.  

Home visits.  
Call Amanda: 07976358272 

N.E.M  
PLUMBING SERVICES 

 
All types of  

plumbing work undertaken 
No Job too small  

No call out charge 
20 years of experience 

 
Contact Neil: 07774 163372 

or 01636 687104 
29, Woodlands, Winthorpe NG24 2NL 

 

mailto:eledanjos12@outlook.com

