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Town & Country Joinery Services 
Est. 1992, serving the Winthorpe area 

 

In the garden: Fencing repairs, garden 
gates, re-felting shed roofs 

In the home: kitchen alterations, 
general joinery, timber repairs 

 
Call Keith for a free estimate: 

07971 325270 
Quality work always 

Fully qualified and insured 

Why Not 
Advertise Your Business or Event 

with Focal Point? 
 

We offer excellent rates with discounts if 
you advertise for 6 or 12 consecutive 

months. 
 

We also give generous discounts for 
events, groups and organisations within 

our neighbouring villages. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to place an advert in Focal Point, please contact the editor for 
more information: winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com 

 

mailto:winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com


Our comfortable quiet villages have experienced some turmoil recently and I 
don’t want to use this editorial for speculation or, worse still, gossip. I simply 
want to say that I hope, as a community, the people of Holme, Langford and 
Winthorpe will come together in support of the families involved and unite 
across our three villages by not using social media, WhatsApp or other means 
to discuss recent events of a sensitive nature which will be extremely painful 
for some people.  
 
I have always liked Advent. One of my favourite hymns since childhood is 
“Hills of the North Rejoice”, an Advent hymn which, in my formative years,  
featured in school assemblies and church services for a few short weeks then 
disappeared for a year from the calendar. Maybe I liked it so much because I 
associated ‘hills of the north’ with the hills of Derbyshire where I was born 
and grew up. Maybe I found the melody uplifting or the lyrics rousing – to be 
honest, I think all of these are true. It always makes me feel hopeful that 
somehing wonderful is coming. And Advent is a hopeful word – something is 
certainly coming. So, it has been somewhat disappointing to hear that 
Sainsbury’s has replaced Advent calendars with Countdown calendars and 
Tesco is selling evergreen trees instead of Christmas trees.  
 
Thankfully, Advent and the traditional preparations for Christmas thrive in 
our villages. There are coffee mornings, concerts and carol services, in the 
community centre, the pub and our churches; WAWA kicks off December 
with seasonal wines and a buffet; there is a festive village lunch, the WI’s 
Christmas party and I’m sure extra treats at the Community Cuppa. I hope 
that you all have lots of fun in December, preparing for Christmas, and that 
your Christmas will be joyful, peaceful and filled with memories to treasure. 
 
Please remember to submit your articles earlier than usual for January’s 
edition of Focal Point, as the printers will be closed for Christmas!  

 
Julie Johnson-Hill (01636 676079) 

 
THE DEADLINE FOR JANUARY’S EDITION IS 10TH DECEMBER 

winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com 

DECEMBER 2025 
ISSUE NO. 539 
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December Calendar 

When What Where 

Mon         1st       Silver bin Winthorpe 

Mon         1st    Brown bin All 

Mon         1st     Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue          2nd    Community Cuppa  Winthorpe 

Wed        3rd   WAWA meeting Winthorpe 

Thur        4th  WI Christmas Coffee Morning Winthorpe 

Fri            5th  Silver bin L’ford/ Holme 

Sun          7th Carols by Candlelight Langford 

Mon        8th  Green bin Winthorpe 

Mon        8th    Village Lunch Winthorpe 

Mon        8th     Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue          9th   Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed      10th  WI Christmas Party Winthorpe 

Thur      11th  All Saints’ Christmas Concert Winthorpe 

Fri          12th   Green bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      15th        Silver bin Winthorpe 

Mon      15th      Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        16th      Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Thur      18th  Parish Council meeting Winthorpe 

Thur      18th  Carol Singing at the Lord Nelson Winthorpe 

Fri          19th        Silver bin L’ford/ Holme 

Sat         20th   Green bin Winthorpe 

Mon      22nd Chrismas Carol Service Winthorpe 

Mon      22nd   Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        23rd   Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Thur      25th  Christmas Day  

Fri          26th Boxing Day  

Sat         27th   Green bin  L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      29th  Silver bin Winthorpe 



 

The mobile library will call at Winthorpe and Holme on Monday 8th 

December. The contact telephone number for all enquiries and matters 

regarding the mobile library service is 0115 8043196 (Southwell Library). 

Stop 
No. 

 

Village Location Arrive Depart 

1 
 

Winthorpe The Spinney 9.50am 10.10am 

2 
 

Winthorpe junction of Pocklington 
Crescent and Branston Close 

10.15am 10.35am 

3 
 

Winthorpe junction of Gainsborough Road 
and Woodlands 

10.40am 10.50am 

4 
 

Holme Southview Farm 11.05am 11.25am 

*Information taken from inspireculture.org.uk 

Defibrillator codes for Winthorpe 
Village Hall: CY543 
Community Centre: C159X  
Pocklington Crescent: C159X 
Defibrillator code for Holme 
Phone Box at junction of Langford Lane and High Steeet. No code needed.  

 

Focal Point Online Edition 

The online edition of Focal Point is easy to find on the Winthorpe Village 

Website, and it’s in full colour! Just go to: 
 https://www.winthorpewithlangford-pc.gov.uk/focal-point-current-back-issues  

As well as the current issue, you can read previous issues, going back as far as 

2007. Focal Point is not only delivered free to residents of Winthorpe, 

Langford and Holme, but is free to read online by anyone, anywhere. 

Don’t forget to contact the editor about any events or activities happening in 

Winthorpe, Langford or Holme, so that they can be included in Focal Point. 

Email: winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com  Tel: 01636 676079 

https://www.winthorpewithlangford-pc.gov.uk/focal-point-current-back-issues
mailto:winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com


 PHYSIOTHERAPY 
HOME VISITS IN THE WINTHORPE AREA 

 
Professional and caring help and advice with pain 

management, exercise and rehabilitation. 
Over 30 years of experience. 

 

Assessment and ‘hands on’ treatment of: 
• Pain - Acute or Chronic 
• Painful joints, including back pain/neck pain and trapped 

nerves 
• Muscular injuries 
• Post operative rehabilitation 
• Advice on mobility and balance problems 
• ACUPUNCTURE for pain relief 

For more information, contact Jane  
phone: 07598 075165 or email: enquiries@jsphysio-lincoln.co.uk  

 

mailto:enquiries@jsphysio-lincoln.co.uk


Mobile Library Service Customer Survey 2025  

Do you use our mobile library service?  
If so, we would love to hear your views on the service we provide. 

This survey is open until |Tuesday 23rd December 2025.  
So don’t delay – have your say! 

We are proud of our mobile library service, which we deliver on behalf of 
Nottinghamshire County Council. Our mobile libraries cover the majority of 
Nottinghamshire’s villages and are a great alternative if you don’t have a local 
library nearby. They provide books for loan for both adults and children and 
also carry many titles of large print and talking books. Libraries are at the 
heart of the community and we'd love to know what you think about the 
services we provide to all our customers, who may not be able to access a 
library venue, or find the mobile library more accessible. Your feedback will 
help us to improve your mobile library service. 
You can complete the survey online:  
https://www.inspireculture.org.uk/reading-information/Mobile-Library-
Service-Customer-Survey-2025/ 
or pick up a paper copy from your mobile library driver or any Inspire library, 
and return it to your driver or to any Inspire library. 

 
 

The Winthorpe Community Centre Charity 

Please contact Richard Cuene-Grandidier if you 
would like to join the 100 Club: rcgracing@yahoo.co.uk   Telephone: 07932 
110915 

https://www.inspireculture.org.uk/reading-information/libraries/mobile-libraries/
https://www.inspireculture.org.uk/reading-information/Mobile-Library-Service-Customer-Survey-2025/
https://www.inspireculture.org.uk/reading-information/Mobile-Library-Service-Customer-Survey-2025/
mailto:rcgracing@yahoo.co.uk


 



 
WINTHORPE ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

is hosting a Christmas Concert 

by: 

Bassingham Singers 
(Christmas Carols and Songs) 

 

 
Thursday 11th December at 7.30pm 

Refreshments: tea/coffee/mince pies 
Donations gratefully accepted 

Please inform any of the PCC of your attendance 

 

The Christmas Carol Service 

 

 

Monday December 22nd at 7pm 

Refreshments: mulled wine/mince pies 
 
 

Carol Singing at the Lord Nelson 

 
 

Thursday 18th December at 6pm 
Refreshments: mulled wine/mince pies 

     

                                                               
 



 



Winthorpe and District WI 
Christmas Coffee Morning  

Thursday 4th December 10am-12 noon 
Winthorpe Community Centre  

cost of entry: £4.00, including coffee/tea and cake 
soft drinks for Children 

Raffle & Table Sale 
Come along and enjoy singing by the children of Winthorpe Primary School 

donations to Winthorpe Primary School 
 

 

Collingham Singers Present 

A Christmas Entertainment 

Friday 12th December at 7.30pm 
South Scarle Community Centre 

Ticket price: £10 including mulled wine and mince pie 
Available from Gascoignes newsagents, Collingham, 

Di Smith (01636 892540) or any choir member 
Charity Raffle 

 

Winthorpe Village Website Gallery 

Pat Finn and Bob Warriner put in a great deal of time to record photographic  

memories of Winthorpe and its surroundings. If you haven’t done so before 

or recently, check out the Gallery on the village website. Bob has recently 

created a new tab via the 

Media-Gallery page; its title is 

"Vintage Postcards & Photos". 

Bob is gradually uploading his 

collection of Winthorpe, Holme 

& Langford “pics & ephemera” 

gathered over the years. In the 

meantime, here is a lovely 

photo from 1st  December 

2010, as recorded for posterity 

by Pat Finn: 



WINTHORPE WI 
On a night where there was the possibility that we might catch sight of the 
Northern Lights on our way home, the meeting on 12th November was well 
attended. After celebrating two birthdays and concluding the business end of 
the meeting, there was a change to the published programme: instead of 
macrame, Terry Mellors (a Method Coach) gave us a talk on the Power of 
Breathing, with examples of breathing exercises. He was very disappointed 
that we did not start the evening with his favourite hymn, as this would have 
brought back memories of his childhood. 
  
He gave us a few facts about the air we breath - it contains argon which 
recycles, so that we are still breathing the same argon that our ancestors 
breathed. On average we breath 20,000 times in a day (670 million times in a 
lifetime) 4-6 litres of air per minute. He explained the advantages of 
breathing through the nose, the disadvantages of breathing through the 
mouth, and that people can change their lives by breathing correctly. 
  
Our next meeting on 10th December is our Christmas party, which is for 
members only; the start time is 6.30pm for 7.00pm.  Members who wish to 
attend should let Viv know their choice of food, if they have not already done 
so. Christmas items for the Food Bank will be collected at this meeting; in lieu 
of a Secret Santa, members are asked to make a £5.00 voluntary donation to 
the Alzheimers Society in memory of Brenda Tinsley, former Secretary of our 
group, and to recognise the voluntary work in our gardens done by her son 
Adam in memory of his mother. 
  
We would be pleased to welcome anyone wishing to join us at our meeting 
on 14th January 2026, when we will be attempting to combat the stresses of 
Christmas with a gentle de-stress Chair Yoga.  First visits are free of charge, 
subsequent visits incur a £5.00 charge. Meetings are held at 7.30 pm in the 
Community Centre on the second Wednesday of each month. 
  
CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING.  Please come along to our Christmas Coffee 
Morning in the Community Centre on 4th December. On behalf of the 
Committee and WI members, I wish you all a VERY HAPPY AND PEACEFUL 
CHRISTMAS. 
  

Pauline Lockwood 



Winthorpe Garden Club 
At our meeting on 19th November, our guest speaker was Don Witton who 
presented a most entertaining talk entitled Once Seen Never Forgotten. There 
were many stunningly beautiful slides to accompany Don’s whimsical 
recollections of places he’s visited and unusual or memorable plants he’s 
seen and gone on to collect, which impressed him so much that he will never 
forget them. This was Don’s fifth visit to Winthorpe; he has a Plant Heritage 
National Collection of hardy Euphorbias on his windswept large allotment 
near Rotherham and is one of the most engaging speakers I’ve had the 
pleasure of listening to.  
 
Members were informed of the dates of next year’s summer outings: 
17th/18th June RHS Bridgewater and Tatton Park (overnight visit); Stonehouse 
Cottage Garden and John’s Garden, Ashwood Nurseries (day trip). More 
details and prices will be forthcoming, dependent upon how many people 
wish to go. 
 
In addition to Pat Finn’s quiz and our usual raffle, there was an extra free 
raffle, where everyone present received a ticket, the single prize being a gift 
wrapped mystery Christmas gift, from the committee, as a thank you for the 
support that members give to the club – whether as a washer upper, chair 
stacker, raffle prize giver, note taker or regular attendee at meetings; every 
member is valued and appreciated.  
There is no meeting in December. Our next meeting on 21st January is our 
annual social gathering and is a members only event. Until then, we wish you 
all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year. 

Julie Johnson-Hill 
 
 

"The Ladies Supper Club" 
We meet at the Lord Nelson, Winthorpe, on the last Thursday of each month.  
 
There will be no meeting in December; our next meeting will be on Thursday 
29th January. Lisa and her staff have set aside tables in the dining room for us 
and we only pay for what we order. This is a small and friendly group; come 
alone or with a friend for a couple of hours, you will be very welcome. 
 
For more details phone Lynne Shapley: 07760294902. 



Winthorpe with Langford Parish Council 

Firstly, a really big thank you to everyone who came to 
the Parish Meeting on 30th October; we believe there 
were close to 120 residents in the Community Centre 
on the night. We provided updates on the A46, our 
Neighbourhood Plan and of course the concepts around 
the speculative proposal for a housing development 
between Gainsborough Road and Pocklington Crescent. 

There were some very good questions and intelligent conversation/debate 
over the proposal, which we captured on the evening. I have widely 
distributed the slides from the evening, together with the notes which were 
kept, to anybody who has asked for them. If anyone else would like copies, 
please let me know via my e-mail and I will gladly send them to you. 

 
Obviously this is still very early days and for many reasons it may not even 
happen; nevertheless, we thought it was important that as many people as 
possible knew about the proposal as soon as possible and at the same time. 
No planning permission has been sought yet and only came forward after 
Newark & Sherwood District Council’s ‘Call for Sites’, of which around 200 
other sites across the area are being considered. Obviously, we will keep a 
very close eye on developments and will keep you informed of any future 
movements, although having talked to the developer and to the Director of 
Planning at N&SDC, we are unlikely to hear any more until May/June 2026.  

Should you have any questions, please contact me or any other member of 
the Parish Council. 
 
Lincoln Aeromodelling Club 

As some of you may be aware, a few months ago the Lincoln Aeromodellers  
relocated their club from South Scarle to a new field site on the edge of 
Langford. The site includes a club hut etc and is placed well back from the 
A1133 in a quiet location. The Parish Council met with their committee on 
Saturday 22nd November to discuss local resident issues and to understand 
how they operate. It soon became clear that the club, which was established 
in 1963, is very well organised, with over fifty members. They have 
comprehensive flying rules in place and a very good website if anybody wants 
to find out more information, and they are always looking for new members.  



So, what else has been happening around the Parish? 

It appears that, after a lot of investigation by the Parish Council, N&SDC and 
some interested residents, the field near the level crossing on Holme Lane 
which we were concerned about, is being operated as a ‘small holding’. The 
new owner has been identified and has been spoken to, and everything 
seems to be in order; obviously, if anything changes we will look into it. 
 
As some of you may know, there have been recent concerns over fewer 
recent sightings, of hedgehogs in the Parish. As a result, Sarah Cullen has put 
together a survey which takes just a couple of minutes to complete and 
which you can access here: https://surveymars.com/q/druhDIjSB It would be 
good to get as many responses as possible. In addition, ten hedgehog tunnels 
have been installed around the area, to help us to identify hedgehog 
movement; we’ll keep you posted with our findings. 
 
We organised for parking enforcement officers to visit the school on 12th 
November to check the parking around the school. When they visited all 
parents parked their cars safely and legally. We are looking at repeating such 
unannounced occasional visits in the future as it was clear that on this 
occasion it worked. 
 
National Highways have carried out work near the A1 underpass to clear 
vegetation and plant new trees. Although it will take some time for them to 
grow, these will eventually help with reducing road noise in that area. We are 
continuing to work with Nottinghamshire County Council and VIA to improve 
road safety at the Gainsborough Road/A1133 junction, as well as from the 
Winthorpe Roundabout through to the Holme Lane/Langford junction. We 
hope to have more information about this in the next edition of Focal Point. 
 
And finally... That’s all for this month; the next Parish Council meeting will be 
on Thursday 18th December. All minutes and meeting agendas are available 
on the parish website but if you have any comments or ideas in the 
meantime, as always please let me know.  

All that remains is for me to wish everybody, on behalf of Winthorpe 
with Langford Parish Council, a very happy and peaceful Christmas. 

Paul Smith (PC Chair) paul@bridgfordss.co.uk 

https://surveymars.com/q/druhDIjSB
mailto:paul@bridgfordss.co.uk


 



Quizzes and Puzzles – Just For Fun! 

If you enjoy a quiz, puzzle, anagram or riddle and would like to share one 
with our readers, please contact the editor. You don’t have to compile a full 
quiz, just one question or puzzle will be welcomed.  
Why not have a go at the two quizzes we’ve put together for you for this 
month? There’s our regular pop music quiz and a Christmas special. 
Here are the answers to last month’s pop quiz – how did you do?  

 
Last month’s pop quiz answers: 

1. This Old Heart of Mine by Rod Stewart 
2. Don’t Go Breaking My Heart by Elton John and Kiki Dee 
3. Heartbeat by Nick Berry 

4. Jar of Hearts by Christina Perri 

5. My Heart will go on by Celine Dion 

6. A Good Heart by Feargal Sharkey 

7. Anyone who had a Heart by Cilla Black 

8. Heart of Glass by Blondie 

9. Two Hearts by Phil Collins 

10. A Total Eclipse of the Heart by Bonnie Tyler 

11. Heartbreaker by Dionne Warwick 

12. Young at Heart by The Bluebells 

 

Older People Targeted by Fraudsters 
Older people in the UK are often deliberately targeted by scammers, 
suffering major financial losses and serious emotional impacts. Those aged 

55+ lose almost twice as much per scam as younger people — an average of 

nearly £4,000 each. 
Common scams include impersonation frauds (criminals posing as banks, 

police or officials) and investment or pension scams, often carried out via 
phone, post, email or doorstep visits. 
The Little Book of Big Scams helps raise awareness of these tactics and offers 
practical advice to avoid becoming a victim. It’s available free online as a PDF 
from police websites or by requesting a hard copy from your local force. 
Posted by Able Community Care, nationwide provider of Live-in Care Support 
since 1980. 

www.ablecommunitycare.com 
 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ablecommunitycare.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8a67d5ddd14b45a1821208de1e08c69a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638981220237073008%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lolHvOqalBzeKw%2BB%2Bt8hrie5H1H2ofwiR3u%2BWnsBEk4%3D&reserved=0


COLLINGHAM CARS 

Exclusively serving Collingham and surrounding areas 

Fully Licensed Private Hire/HackneyCarriage : DBS Checked :  

Airport pick up/drop off : Hospital appointments : Shopping trips : 

Competitive rates : ANY journey undertaken : Female drivers : 

Call Penny on 0783 33 15 928 
 

EDLIN ROOFING 
Contact us for a free quote, no job too small 

01636 674884                                      07983604893 
 

richardedlinpropertyservices@hotmail.co.uk 
www.edlinroofingnewark.co.uk 

 

 

Advertising Space Available 

Focal Point is delivered free, every month of the year, to all residents 

of Winthorpe, Langford and Holme, as well as Winthorpe School and 

The Lord Nelson. It is also free to read online. Connect your business  

with our readers. This space will cost you just £90 for a whole year!  

CLIVE SMITH  
Your Local Decorator             

 

Interior & Exterior Painting and Decorating 

Quality Work – Prompt Attention – Free Estimates 

Tel. 01636 679904 or 07742412081 

 

mailto:richardedlinpropertyservices@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.edlinroofingnewark.co.ukk/


All Saints’ Church,  
Winthorpe 

Last month saw church host two of our special 

services: the All Saints’ Day Songs of Praise and the 

Remembrance Service, both of which were very well 

attended. The church inside looked wonderful, with 

the added item of the War Memorial Plaque, which was presented by the 

Parish Council. Outside, the arch stood out so well to anyone walking down 

Gainsborough Road. New plans for next year! 

This month, we look forward to many more special events. We will be 

holding a Christingle again this year at Winthorpe Primary School, on 

Wednesday 3rd December at 2pm. Also, we will be holding our final 

fundraiser of the year on Thursday 11th December at 7.30pm, in All Saints’ 

Church, when Bassingham Singers will perform their Christmas Concert, with 

songs and carols. This event is free to attend and there will be refreshments 

at the end – please just let anyone on the PCC know if you would like to 

come. A week later, on Thursday 18th December at 6pm, at the Lord Nelson, 

there will be Carol Singing out in the garden (hopefully), accompanied by 

Michelle Baker Smith’s trio. This will be followed by mulled wine and mince 

pies. Finally, we will be holding our Carol Service on Monday 22nd December 

at 7pm, when our singing will be enhanced yet again by the Hungate Singers. 

Please be sure to stay for refreshments afterwards! 

Sadly, there will be no Communion Service at Winthorpe this Christmas, 

however, there is Communion on Christmas Day at Besthorpe at 10am. 

On behalf of the PCC may I wish everyone a very happy Christmas and could 

we please remember in our prayers all those who are hospitalised or facing 

health issues in our three villages? 

Tisha Applewhite (Churchwarden)  

Tel. 01636 643763 or 07896821414                Email: tishapplewhite@msn.com 

Church Cleaner – Miss P. Applewhite  

mailto:tishapplewhite@msn.com


 

Church Flower Ladies 

All Saints’ Church will be open from 2pm on Monday 8th December to receive 

your Christmas flower arrangements, with removal from 2pm on Friday 2nd 

January. Thank you very much. 

 

Newark Food Bank 
 

Christmas will be here in no time at all. An 

exciting time for lots of us, but another anxiety 

on top of the everyday struggle in a life of finding 

the rent money, as well as the rising costs of food and energy. Please 

consider donating to Newark Foodbank this Christmas.  

The items most needed are: long life fruit juice, tinned tomatoes, tinned 

vegetables, tinned meat, tinned fruit, tinned rice pudding, sponge puddings, 

pasta sauce, washing up liquid, biscuits and all toiletries. Collection points in 

Winthorpe remain: 

• The Lord Nelson – first room on the left. 

• Church porch, whenever there is a service on, and also Thursday 

1.30pm-3.30pm during open church. 

• The black swing bin by my front door, 11 Gainsborough Road, 

Winthorpe, available 24/7. 

If you would prefer to donate via your bank, the Foodbank details are: 

NatWest, sort code 54 10 23, a/c no. 19405812 

Many thanks,  
Jane White 
 
“I have always thought of Christmas time... as a good time; a kind, 

forgiving, charitable, pleasant time.”  

Fred, Scrooge’s nephew, A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 



St Bartholomew’s 
Church, Langford 

Langford Church and Church Garden News 

 

Diary Date Reminder: This year our Christmas 
celebration of carols around the organ will be on 
Sunday 7th December at 4pm. We look forward to 
welcoming everyone to join us in singing carols by candlelight. 
  
In preparation for the carol service, the church will be decorated, as has been 
the tradition for many years. The church will be open from 10am onwards on 
both Friday 5th and Saturday 6th December for anyone who would like to 
bring decorations; if you have any garden cuttings of holly and ivy, they will be 
especially welcome.  
 
There will be a memory tree again 
this year, so please bring a 
decoration of celebration or 
remembrance to hang on the tree as 
part of the Carol Service. Mulled 
wine and mince pies will be served 
afterwards. 
 
During the winter months the 
church will not be open every day. 
Please do contact us if you would 
like to have access to the church.  
 
With our very best wishes for Christmas, 
Becky Whittaker  
on behalf of  the ‘Friends of Langford Church and Gardens’ 
group 
Jerry Steele, Church Warden (01636 893143) 
Becky and John, Langford Crossing (07753117530)  



 



St. Giles Church, 
Holme 

Dear Friends and Supporters of St Giles’ 

Church 

 

 

As we write this on Remembrance Sunday, it is a good time to share a recent 

unexpected find in St Giles. This happened when we were going to put our 

picture of Our Lady of London in a frame with much needed glass protection. 

As is usual, this picture is mounted on a hard backing and on the reverse side, 

to our surprise, we found the Roll of Honour from World War I listing the 

names for Holme village (see the picture). The well-known names of Blundy 

and Hallam are there, both having descendants living in the village today. 

Currently, we’re dealing with some serious roof leaking problems caused by 

the hot weather earlier this year. The costs for these vital repair jobs comes 

from our own resources – there are no grants available for these jobs. We are 

very grateful to the small band of regular givers who help to keep St Giles 

running and open. However, with rising costs and mounting maintenance 

issues, like many churches these days, it is extremely challenging to keep this 

historic and beautiful building going.  

Our next service will be on 21st December, the fourth Sunday of Advent, the 

last Sunday before Christmas. The focus will be on the theme of love and the 

biblical figures of Mary and Elizabeth, highlighting Mary's pivotal role and her 

saying "yes" to God's plan. You will receive a very warm welcome. The service 

is to be taken by our Archdeacon, Victoria (Tors) Ramsey and this will be her 

first visit to St Giles Holme. As usual, there will be refreshments and a time 

for fellowship following the service. 

With best wishes, Nigel and Simon  

Nigel Priestley (Churchwarden) 07801 723468 
Email: nigel.priestley10@gmail.com  
Simon Hosking (Churchwarden) 01636 679641     

mailto:nigel.priestley10@gmail.com


Church Services for December 2025 

 

 

 
 

Sunday 14th   10.15am Morning Worship Winthorpe 
(3rd of Advent) 
 

Sunday 21st    10.00am Holy Communion Holme 
(4th of Advent)  
Monday 22nd  7.00pm  Carol Service  Winthorpe 

 

Thursday 25th  10am  Holy Communion Besthorpe 
 
Sunday 28th   10am  Morning Worship Langford 
(The Holy Innocents) 5.00pm  Evening Prayer  Winthorpe 
 
 
Every Thursday 1.30 – 3.30pm Open Church  Winthorpe 
 
Every Day  10.00 – 4.00pm Open Church  Holme +  
        Langford 

For more information please visit the East Trent Churches website: 

www.easttrentchurches.org.uk 

 

 

  



‘Night After Night’ Pop Music Quiz 

Pop Songs that mention the word ‘night’ in the title 
Songs range from 1966-1998 – Try not to use Google! 
Give yourself 1 point for the song and 1 point for the artiste (24 available in 
total) 
Quiz compiled by Bob Warriner 
 

QUESTIONS 

1. after dusk and before dawn (1975) –3,5 by 7,5,3,3,4,7 

2. one for the madames by a chilly guy and his followers (1979) – 6,5 by 

4,&3,4 

3. meet people not known to you in the dark by ole’ blue  eyes (1966) – 

9,2,3,5 by 5,7 

4. off target for thee at evening times by steep rock face Dick (1976) – 4,3,6 

by 5,7 

5. singular evening of bliss by Heather Small’s folk (1993) – 3,5,2,6 by 1-6 

6. lasting right through the dark hours by an ex-commodore (1983) – 3,5,4, by 

6,6 

7.  nocturnal ague by Boys and Girls beginnings and EE after(1978) – 5,5 by 

3,3,4 

8. the dark hours in a pale silky material by sulky woes (1968) – 6,2,5,5 by 

3,5,5 

9.  an extra nocturn by Chopin’s Lill (1985) – 3,4,5, by 4,7 

10. weekend evening for watching films by some rovers (1965 & 1972) – 

8,5,2,3,6, by 3,8 

11. on your feet until morning by some lone wolves (1998) –5,3,5,4 by 3,9 

12. anytime soon, at dusk say, by a few flying creatures (1975) 3,2,5,6 by 3,6 

  

https://freepngimg.com/png/48372-musical-notation-symbol-images-free-clipart-hd
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Christmas Quiz 

Fourteen questions and cryptic clues, some easy – some not so easy! 
The first letter of each answer, in order, will spell out 

our message of season’s greetings to you. 

1. Get under this and kiss me quick! 

2. What was the first name of Scrooge in A Christmas Carol ? 

3. Mr Redbreast, often found in the garden or with Batman. 

4. Which town in Finnish Lapland describes itself as “ the official 
hometown of Santa Claus”? 

5. Which pagan festival, believed to have originated as a Norse festival 
called jól, merged with Christmas in the ninth century? 

6. Let’s both pull together to get the party started with a bang! 

7. What is the English name for the plant species Ilex aquifolium, long 
associated with Christmas and represented in wreaths and garlands? 

8. “You know Dasher and Dancer and Prancer and Vixen, Comet and 
Cupid and Donner and Blitzen! But do you recall the most famous 
reindeer of all?" 

9. One of two girls, this one famously overshadowed by number 7 in a 
traditional carol. 

10. Hang it on the end of your bed and hope to get a lovely surprise! 

11. Stuff it, roast it, surround it with pigs in blankets and veggies, carve it, 
smother it with gravy, eat it and enjoy it! 

12. We Three Kings or Three Wise Men are also known as the what? 

13. “Hark the herald _ _ _ _ _ _ sing! Glory to the new-born king!” 

14. He’s coming to town, he’s been stuck up the chimney and at least 
once he was kissing Mommy! 

Quiz compiled by Julie Johnson-Hill (editor) 



  

 

 
 

 

Fresh Local Farm Milk 
unhomogenised 

Delivered to your door  
on Mondays, Wednesdays & 

Fridays in glass bottles 
£1.75 per litre bottle 

Produced, Pasteurised and 
Bottled in Danethorpe 

tel: Robin 07587 140106 



  

 

Home Tuition in 
Winthorpe 

Experienced teacher,  
private tutor and GCSE examiner 

Up to GCSE and A’ Level:  
English Language & Literature 

Up to GCSE: French, History, R.E. 
 

Contact Julie Hill: 01636 676079  
email: eledanjos12@outlook.com 

DBS Certificate  

BEAUTY THERAPIST & FOOT 
CARE PRACTITIONER 

 
Sports Massage, Scalp Massage, 

Facials, Aromatherapy, Reiki, 
Reflexology, Hopi Candles, 

Manicures, Pedicures and Waxing 
 

 Reliable, friendly and professional 
Over 30 yrs experience.  

Home visits.  
Call Amanda: 07976358272 

N.E.M  
PLUMBING SERVICES 

 
All types of  

plumbing work undertaken 
No Job too small  

No call out charge 
20 years of experience 

 
Contact Neil: 07774 163372 

or 01636 687104 
29, Woodlands, Winthorpe NG24 2NL 

mailto:eledanjos12@outlook.com


 


