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The snow and icy blasts are gone as I write this, with weather forecasters 

warning that Storm Bert will be followed by more storms, and some expected 

before Christmas. I hope that everyone got through the extreme weather (for 

November anyway) unscathed and that not too many bird tables blew over. I 

had an Uncle Bert, a jolly man and never did I see him in a stormy state of 

mind, so I was a little conflicted about Storm Bert, as I always think of Bert as 

a pleasant, friendly name – remember Bert in the film of Mary Poppins? 

 

I’m sure that I’m not the only one who remembers cold winters with deep 

snow and having to dig our way out of the house and down the path or 

driveway, piling the snow on each side, so that it resembled a roofless tunnel, 

it was so high. The snow ploughs and gritters were a familiar sight, as were 

the tractors, helping to keep everything going and making sure that supplies 

got through to us. These days flooding is a major concern, especially when 

the snow and ice melts, even though we don’t seem to have such severe cold 

weather for such long periods of time as we used to – or is that just my 

memory playing tricks with me? Winthorpe with Langford Parish Council has 

some useful information about protecting us from floods, so do have a read, 

along with lots of other updates for the end of the year. 

 

Winter activities carry on within our villages and there’s plenty to keep you 

active, warm and socialising! Our churches have some very special events this 

month, as we approach the Christmas period. Thanks to Pat Finn and Bob 

Warriner, we have two quizzes in Focal Point this month so even your brain 

doesn’t need to hibernate! So why not sit down with a hot drink and a mince 

pie and have a go? Wishing you all a very merry Christmas. 

 

Julie Johnson-Hill (01636 676079) 

 

PLEASE NOTE: THE DEADLINE FOR JANUARY’S EDITION IS 11TH DECEMBER 

winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com  
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December Calendar 

When What Where 

Mon        2nd  Silver bin Winthorpe 

Mon        2nd   Brown bin All 

Mon        2nd   Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue          3rd  Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed        4th  WAWA  Winthorpe 

Thur        5th WI Christmas coffee morning Winthorpe 

Fri            6th   Silver bin L’ford/ Holme 

Fri            6th  Feast of St Nicholas  

Mon        9th Green bin Winthorpe 

Mon        9th Mobile Library All 

Mon        9th    Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        10th     Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed      11th WI Christmas party Winthorpe 

Thur      12th  Teal bin (Glass) L’ford/W’thorpe 

Fri          13th     Green bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      16th   Silver bin Winthorpe 

Mon      16th    Line Dancing Winthorpe 

Tue        17th   Community Cuppa Winthorpe 

Wed      18th  Teal bin (Glass) Holme 

Fri          20th  Winthorpe Primary School, end of 
term 

Winthorpe 

Fri          20th  Silver bin L’ford/ Holme 

Sat         21st    Green bin Winthorpe 

Tue        24th  Christmas Eve  

Wed      25th  Christmas Day  

Thur      26th  Boxing Day  

Sat         28th  Green bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      30th  Silver Bin Winthorpe 

Tue        31st   New Year’s Eve  



 

This month, the mobile library will call at our villages  

on Monday 9th December 

 

Stop 
No. 

 

Village Location Arrive Depart 

1 
 

Winthorpe The Spinney 9.50am 10.10am 

2 
 

Winthorpe junction of Pocklington 
Crescent and Branston Close 

10.15am 10.35am 

3 
 

Winthorpe junction of Gainsborough Road 
and Woodlands 

10.40am 10.50am 

4 
 

Langford Langford Hall Farm 10.55am 11.10am 

5 
 

Holme Snaefell, Langford Lane 11.20am 11.30am 

6 
 

Holme Southview Farm 11.35am 11.55am 

*Information taken from inspireculture.org.uk 

Don’t forget to contact the editor about any events or activities happening in 

Winthorpe, Langford or Holme, so that they can be included in Focal Point. 

Email: winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com  Tel: 01636 676079 

 

Focal Point Online Edition 

The online edition of Focal Point is easy to find on the Winthorpe Village 

Website, and it’s in full colour! Just go to www.winthorpe.org and follow the 

menus: Media and then Village Magazine. 

As well as the current issue, you can read previous issues, going back as far as 

2007. Focal Point is not only delivered free to residents of Winthorpe, 

Langford and Holme, but is free to read online by anyone, anywhere. 

mailto:winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com
http://www.winthorpe.org/


  
 



           

 

Letter of Thanks from All Saints’ Church, Winthorpe 

A massive thank you to everyone involved with the making of the poppies 

and their placing in the three beautiful decorations which adorned the arch, 

pulpit and font at church.  

I am in awe of the skills shown by so many of you and I particularly want to 

thank Michele Cammack, who sewed every one of the 1,364 poppies onto 

the base layer and put up all the decorations (with Lee’s help) – what a job!  

I need to also thank Pauline Lockwood, who made over 400 poppies and got 

the ball rolling with this venture. Thanks also to Lynne Shapley, who made 

the green velvet banner onto which she machined the 10 names of the fallen 

in conflict – it is beautifully made.  

There is something so special when a community comes together with one 

objective and produces something which we will now be able to use every 

year and be reminded not only of the men and women who fought for our 

freedom but also of the effort put in by our community.  

Tish Applewhite 

           

https://www.flickr.com/photos/bycp/5651100233
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bycp/5651100233
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bycp/5651100233
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bycp/5651100233
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


 



 
JOIN OUR DISTRIBUTION TEAM 

Volunteer needed for Holme Lane, Chapel Lane and The Drive, Winthorpe 
After many years of delivering Focal Point, Diane and Bob McClymont are 
standing down from this role. We send them our sincere thanks and very best 
wishes. If you can spare a little time each month and would like to join our 
distribution team, we’d love to hear from you.  
Please contact Les Murray: lm3100592@gmail.com or the editor (see page 1) 
 

  
Winthorpe Allotment: spare plots available 

Want the comfort of knowing exactly how your food is produced?  Thought 
about growing fruit and vegetables yourself, but lacked the green fingers? 
Then this is your opportunity to join close to 40 people, who make up the 
Winthorpe Allotment Society. We have spare plots available in the 
allotment right now. Located on the edge of the village, the allotment is 
within easy walking distance for all residents. For less that 50p per week, an 
allotment plot is available for you (£25 per year annual fee). 
 
Why not come and join us? There is a wealth of knowledge, and the 
occasional spare tomato or courgette plant being exchanged between 
members. Get out in the fresh air and join the friendly atmosphere of 
supportive allotmenteers! Just think of it, fresh fruits and vegetables direct 
from the plant to plate within minutes. Contact us for a tour of the allotment. 
For more details please contact Miles miles.harriman@hotmail.com 
07710086299 

 
 

 

COLLINGHAM MEDICAL PRACTICE  
The medical centre will be closed on Christmas Day,  

Boxing Day and New Year’s Day 
 

If you need medical assistance when we are closed, dial 111. 
 

In an emergency dial 999. Chest pains / shortness of breath  
constitute an emergency. 

mailto:lm3100592@gmail.com
mailto:miles.harriman@hotmail.com


 



Miles Harriman: Citizen of the Year 2024 

Sponsored by Ann et Vin, 
The Newark and Sherwood 
District Council Community 
and Sports Gala Awards 
Dinner 2024 was held on 
20th September at Kelham 
Hall to celebrate 14 
categories for this year’s 
community and sports 
awards. Miles Harriman 
won in the category Citizen 

of the Year. The award recognised his work in a wide range of community 
activities: being a leading member of the Winthorpe Road Community 
Garden; establishing community herb planters with Newark and Sherwood 
District Council across Newark, Bilsthorpe and Southwell; becoming chair of 
The Shed@Collingham (men in sheds); an avid supporter of Crop Drop, taking 
excess produce from the Winthorpe allotment to food-clubs (akin to 
foodbanks); and working extensively within Winthorpe to co-organise the 
planting of Jubilee Meadow and create the raised walkway on Coronation 
Bank, along with Lee Cammack. Miles was presented with his award at the 
gala dinner. 

Miles says, "I believe that creating green facilities to run community activities   
helps the local community to connect, 
reduces loneliness, and improves physical 
and mental health of participants. For 
example, at our fortnightly garden club at 
accommodation for assisted living, five 
residents with learning disabilities had 
incredible smiles on their faces when we 
harvested the first radish. It is amazing the 
positive impact that just volunteering a bit of 
time can have on the well-being of that group 
of people, who have been previously trodden 
on most of their adult lives. I would 
encourage more people to do the same."  



 

 



WINTHORPE WI 

There was quite a good turnout for our Seated Exercise meeting on 13th 
November. It seems that the subject matter didn't put anyone off and we 
even attracted two visitors. One birthday was celebrated. Several of our 
members are currently sick and we sent them our very best wishes for a 
speedy recovery. 
  
Tracey Ferguson, of Sit, Fit and Healthy led the exercise class, which got us all 
grooving, moving and at one point singing in our chairs. She was very pleased 
with our exercise efforts, despite the fact that some of us don't know our left 
from our right, but was very disappointed because of two things: we didn't 
sing Jerusalem, which she had especially learned so that she could join in, 
and we didn’t serve up any of the delicious cake she had been anticipating 
with excitement – apparently, biscuits don't have the same appeal. 
  
Our next meeting will be our Christmas Party on 11th December, starting at 
6.30pm for 7.00pm and is a members only event. As this is being catered, any 
members who have not done so already should contact Viv to let her know if 
you will be attending and what meal you would like. It was decided not to do 
a Secret Santa this year, but to donate money to a charity instead.  Non-
members are very welcome to join us for our first meeting of 2025 on 8th 
January, when the subject will be An Historic Crime Trial. The first visit is free, 
subsequent visits incur a £5.00 charge. 
  
We will be holding our Christmas Coffee Morning on 5th December, from 
10.00am until 12.00 noon, when we will be entertained by the children of 
Winthorpe School. The admission price is £4.00 and there will be a raffle and 
a sale table. Please see the poster on the page opposite for more information 
about this event.  
  
A talk to be given by Professor Sir Jonathan Van Tam is still ‘work in progress’ 
and details will be given as soon as a date has been finalised. 
  
On behalf of Winthorpe WI, I would like to wish everyone a  very Happy and 
Healthy Christmas.  
  
Pauline Lockwood 
 



NEWARK FOODBANK 

Our most recent delivery weighed in at 50.2kgs. The 
Foodbank is expecting its busiest winter/Christmas 

period ever, so any help you can give would be most welcome. Suggested 
items needed are: 
Tins of fruit, fish, meat, vegetables, tomatoes, potatoes, rice puddings and 
sponge puddings. Teabags, toiletries, biscuits, breakfast cereal, sugar, 
noodles, long life milk/fruit juice, cooking oil, savoury rice packets, toilet rolls, 
washing tabs, washing-up liquid. 
 
The collection points in Winthorpe are: 
*The Lord Nelson. Collection box in main area on the left. 
*Church porch, Sunday 10am-12 noon and Thursday 1.30pm-3.30pm. 
*The black swing bin by my front door, 11 Gainsborough Rd, Winthorpe, 
available 24/7. 
If you would prefer to donate via your bank, the Foodbank details are 
NatWest, sort code 54 10 23, a/c no. 19405812 
Thank you 
Jane White 
 

 



WINTHORPE GARDEN CLUB 
 

A good number of members braved the icy temperatures and the early snow 
underfoot, to attend the November meeting of the Garden Club. Despite the 
cold, a warm welcome was extended to our guest speaker, Lynn Heslop, who 
presented a talk all about low maintenance gardening. She was ably assisted 
by her husband (the technical department) and delivered an interesting talk 
with plenty of tips and ideas for everyone, even those of us with well 
established gardens.  
 
As Lynne said, low maintenance is subjective so the first thing to decide is 
how much time you are realistically prepared to spend working on your 
garden, remembering that “the more you enjoy your garden, the less it will 
feel like maintenance.” She talked us through lawns, borders, planning, 
planting, seating areas, water features and easy access to all areas of the 
garden for both maintaining it and relaxing in it. Don’t be surprised if you see 
a few people in Winthorpe brushing the edges of their front lawns from now 
on! And don’t be shy about asking them to explain why! 

As usual, there were refreshments, a raffle and a fiendish quiz, set by Pat 
Finn. Our Chairman, Ian Wilson, drew our attention to the fact that 2025 will 
be the 35th anniversary year of Winthorpe Garden Club and suggested that 
one way to celebrate this milestone  would be to extend our overnight outing 
next summer to two nights, which would open up the opportunity to travel 
further afield, possibly to RHS Rosemoor in North Devon; it might also be 
possible to visit a total of three gardens, instead of the usual two, if we had 
an extra day. Members were asked to consider the idea and give feedback at 
a later date. 
 
There is no meeting of the Garden Club in December. Our next meeting in 
January will be our annual New Year social gathering and is a members only 
event. In a departure from the arrangements of previous years, members 
should pay £5 to the Treasurer well in advance and food will be provided. 
Members are reminded, however, to bring their own drinks.  
 
Wishing you all a very merry Christmas, see you in 2025! 

Julie Johnson-Hill  



  



Think Again A46 Residents’ Group 
National Highways have responded to the first deadline set 

by the Examining Authority and Think Again have attended 

a meeting with National Highways to discuss the Statement 

of Common Ground. Agreement has been reached on the 

key position and issues raised by Winthorpe residents and a 

revised statement has been submitted for consideration by 

the Examining Authority, who have now clarified the detailed timelines for 

the process of examination leading to the final date for completion of the 

report to the Secretary of State for Transport on the 8 April 2025. 

All the information is available on the Planning Inspectorate website. If you 

have any specific questions or concerns about the scheme, or would like to 

know more, please contact Think Again via the folllowing links: 

https://a46thinkagain.org.uk/  Twitter: https://twitter.com/ThinkAgainA46 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/ThinkAgainA46Newark 

Defibrillator codes for Winthorpe 
Village Hall: CY543 
Community Centre: C159X  
Pocklington Crescent: C159X 
 
Defibrillator code for Holme 
Phone Box at junction of Langford Lane and High Steeet. No code needed.  

Winthorpe Community Centre

100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100                               

100 

Club 
Congratulations 

to our winners! 
Please contact 

Nina Adams if you would like to join the 100 Club: ninjab71@gmail.com 

Winners for November 
 

1st £53.40 R Radford 

2nd £26.70 Fiona Wright 

3rd £8.90 D Rowland 

https://a46thinkagain.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/ThinkAgainA46
https://www.facebook.com/ThinkAgainA46Newark
mailto:ninjab71@gmail.com


Winthorpe with Langford Parish Council 

At the November meeting of the Parish Council on Thursday 
21st November, there was a tremendous turnout of residents 
from Langford and we talked through the improvements which 
had been made since the last meeting as well as the work 
which is still outstanding. As we discussed, the remaining work 

is in the hands of Nottinghamshire County Council and, although we have 
made strong representation on these points for some time now, we are still 
reliant on their commitment to make the improvements happen. As I 
explained during the discussion, it would be helpful if more residents 
reported issues directly to the County Council, as this, added to the impact of 
the Parish Council, will put more pressure on them to make things happen. 
As reporting issues is important for all residents, here is a link to the ‘News’ 
area of our parish website, which provides all the ways to get in touch and 
report issues which Nottinghamshire County Council is responsible for: 
https://www.winthorpe.org.uk/news/ 

More community progress being made: 

As you may have seen, we have re-fitted the red dog bin on the wall near The 

Lord Nelson and we have removed a damaged bench from the playing field 

near the community centre – this will be replaced in the spring of 2025. 

Thanks go to Duncan Loach Martin, who is carrying out these minor works on 

behalf of the Parish Council. We have also purchased an aluminium rake from 

a supplier to the Trent Valley IDB, which will be used to keep the grids clear 

next to The Lord Nelson and at the bridges over The Fleet. Sandbags are also 

available in the village, should the worst happen this winter. All three bus 

shelters have been fully refurbished across the parish, including staining, 

repairs and re-roofing where necessary. Following an incident where one of 

the flags became stuck at the top of the pole, we have instructed the 

manufacturers of the flag pole to carry out maintenance and replace the 

internal halyard. 

As November has brought some early snow and freezing conditions to our 

area, it’s worth mentioning that we have checked that all the grit bins are full, 

and there are additional bags held at the Village Hall and the Community 

Centre. 

https://www.winthorpe.org.uk/news/


Following the considerable mess and road safety issues created by the 

contractors working on farms down Holme Lane, Nottinghamshire County 

Council will be writing to all farmers in the area, reminding them of their legal 

responsibilities to ensure that the roads are kept free from mud and slurry. 

Discussions with the County Council have revealed that the footpath behind 

the small copse near the flagpole is not adopted and therefore the ownership 

is unknown or common land. We have therefore instructed our contractor to 

clear the path and include this in future maintenance schedules. 

Christmas in Winthorpe and Langford 

As I hope you will have seen by now, our parish 

Christmas Tree has been erected on the village green 

outside The Lord Nelson. For this we thank our grass 

cutting and tree works contractor, Dougie Lyne, who 

carried out the work without payment. I hope you agree 

with me that it provides some much-needed festive 

spirit. Most of the decorations have been made by the 

children of Winthorpe Primary School together with the star at the top of the 

tree which has been made by Pete and Jane Bateson, thanks to all those 

involved and just to say, we hope to make this an annual event. 

And finally…….. 

I would like to thank Julie Johnson-Hill and her husband Michael for all their 
efforts during 2024 in the production of Focal Point. I’m sure you will agree 
with me that Focal Point is stronger and more full of information about 
what’s happening around the Parish than ever before. Thanks also go out to 
all the distributors of the magazine and especially to Les Murray for his 
dedication in getting Focal Point from the printers to the distributors. 
 
On behalf of all members of your Parish Council, we wish you and your 
families a Happy Christmas and New Year and we look forward to a great 
future for the parish in 2025. So that’s all for this month, but if you have any 
comments or ideas, as always please let me know.  

Paul Smith    
(Chair, Winthorpe with Langford Parish Council) paul@bridgfordss.co.uk 

mailto:paul@bridgfordss.co.uk


 
Newark Air Museum 

 

  
 
After a short set of negotiations, the Newark Air Museum has completed the 
purchase of Short Tucano T1, ZF372 from Everett Aero of Sproughton, 
Suffolk. Tucano T1, ZF372 was one of several airframes that had been in deep 
storage at RAF Shawbury Shropshire. Funding for the acquisition was made 
possible thanks to a legacy from the Estate of John Dove, a former museum 
member and RAF Winthorpe veteran.  
  
On Wednesday 23rd October, 2024 the airframe was delivered to the 
museum’s site by a team from Everett Aero. As part of the purchase 
agreement, the wings were refitted to the aircraft by the Everett Aero team, 
thereby assisting the museum volunteers to reposition it on its 
undercarriage. 
  
The Tucano fills yet another important gap in the museum’s themed display 
of training aircraft. Whilst in service, Tucanos were a familiar sight in the sky 
above the museum; when they were retired from RAF service in October 
2019 the museum was unsuccessful in an attempt to acquire an airframe for 
its collection. 
  



Museum trustee, Dave Hibbert said, “By adding Short Tucano T1, ZF372 to its 
collection, the museum has fulfilled the desire to add the type to its display. 
Its addition is in line with one part of the museum’s stated Collecting Policy, 
of acquiring ‘Aircraft used in a Training role’.We are extremely grateful to the 
Everett Aero team, who did an excellent job with the main reassembly work 
on the aircraft, our volunteers will continue this work in the coming days.” 
  
The airframe retains its last operational configuration and volunteers ZF372 
will be moved inside Hangar 2 at the museum. Museum staff and volunteers 
will then complete its reassembly and begin the long process of sourcing 
instrumentation to complete the cockpits. In Hangar 2 it will be displayed 
alongside several other training airframes, like the Jetstream, Dominie, 
Bulldog, Gnat and Jet Provost. ZF372 is expected to retain its current training 
scheme markings. 

 
  
 

Newark Air Museum winter and Christmas holiday opening times 
 
During the winter months, we are open from 10am until 4pm every day, with 
the following exceptions: 
Christmas Eve: CLOSED 
Christmas Day: CLOSED 
Boxing Day: CLOSED 
New Year’s Day: CLOSED 
Last admission is at 3.00pm and the café will close at 3.15pm. 
The museum shop will close at the same time as the museum, with last 
admissions for shoppers into the shop being 20 minutes before closing time. 
We look forward to seeing you – bring the family! 



 
 



December’s Snippets, Odds and Ends 
 
As the weather gets colder, it’s more and more important to look after our 
garden birds. Don’t forget to keep your bird bath filled with fresh water and 
break the ice if it freezes. 
 
How many of you remember singing this little song at primary school? I 
remember being in Miss Lee’s classroom, aged seven, gathered around the 
piano – most primary school teachers seemed to be able to play the piano 
back then – singing this and being reminded of the small things we could do 
to help the birds survive the winter cold: 

Little birds in winter time 
Hungry are and poor. 
Feed them for the Father’s sake 
‘Till the winter’s o’er. 
 
Throw them crumbs that you can spare 
Round about your door. 
Feed them for the Father’s sake 
‘Till the winter’s o’er. 
 

Found in the Classified Ads of Newark Advertiser, 6th December 1944: 
 
I wonder who was selling this – maybe one of Focal Point’s history detectives 
could track it down from the phone number? 

 
Whoever it was, I hope they possessed another lovely coat to keep them 
warm through the winter! 
 

 
It would seem that someone had outgrown their wellies! (Brian?) 
 



From Autumn to Winter, Now and Then 

 

The Almshouses, October 2024 (Bob Warriner) and a snow covered Common Lime Tree,  
in front of the Lord Nelson, 1st  December 2010 (Pat Finn) 



All Saints’ Church, 
Winthorpe 

We held two very special services last month: All 

Saints’ Day Songs of Praise and the Remembrance 

Service, both well attended and ‘moving’ in their 

different ways. Please read my ‘letter’ on page 5. 

We look forward this month to many more special 

events. For the first time, our Carol Service is on a Tuesday: 10th December at 

7pm, where our singing will be enhanced by the Hungate Singers. Please do 

be sure you stay on for refreshments. Following on, at the Lord Nelson on 

Wednesday, 18th December there will be Carol Singing out in the garden with 

music played by Michelle Baker-Smith’s Trio, followed by mulled wine, mince 

pies etc. Finally, we hold our Christmas Communion Service on Sunday 22nd 

December at 5pm; this is merging our Evening Prayer and previously held 

Christmas Eve Service – there will also be mulled wine and mince pies 

afterwards! 

On behalf of the PCC, may I wish everyone a very happy Christmas and can 

we please remember in our prayers all those who are hospitalised or facing 

any health issues in our three villages. 

***Church Flower Ladies*** 

The church will be open from 2pm on Monday 9th December to receive your 

Christmas flower arrangements, with removal from 2pm on Thursday 2nd 

January 2nd. Thank you very much. 

 

 
Tish Applewhite (Churchwarden): 01636 643763  
or 07896 821414 
Email: tishapplewhite@msn.com 
Church Cleaners: Mrs J Lord and Mrs J White  

 

mailto:tishapplewhite@msn.com


St. Giles Church, 
Holme 

 

Dear Friends and Supporters of St Giles’ 

Church 

While attending a recent Leadership 

course at Jubilee House, our three churchwardens Jerry Steele (Langford), 

Tisha Applewhite (Winthorpe) and Nigel Priestley (Holme), met up with 

Churchwarden Dorothy Mountford from St Peter’s in Nottingham. This is the 

city centre church, right next to M&S. When comparing our churches, we 

soon realised how very different we are, so much so that we found that there 

is much to learn from each other; to enrich what we can offer for people who 

are looking for contact, support and people that care. Therefore, a few days 

later, it was a moving experience for Simon and Nigel to host a visit by 

Dorothy and her husband to Holme and to establish a new relationship 

between our two churches. We will soon be visiting Dorothy and the team at 

St Peter’s; it is then planned to have a return group visit to come to St Giles in 

the spring of next year. Hopefully, this will develop into something long 

lasting and active, with joint events being organised for us all to be part of. 

As usual, we will be floodlighting Holme Church over the Christmas period to 

give a much needed warming glow during these colder days. The season of 

Advent and then Christmas gives us an opportunity to make sure our doors 

are wide open, to receive and give a warm welcome to all. So this month we 

are pleased to be putting on two services: the first is on Sunday 15th 

December at 10am, which will be our turn for the communion service in our 

group three. Then on Christmas Day, also at 10am, we are delighted to be 

holding our popular Christmas morning Family Communion service. We look 

forward to welcoming many of you at these services. 

With best wishes, Nigel and Doreen 
 

Nigel Priestley (Churchwarden) 01636 892020  
email: nigel.priestley10@gmail.com  
Doreen Hallam (Churchwarden) 01636 676153 

mailto:nigel.priestley10@gmail.com


St Bartholomew’s 
Church, 

Langford 

 
 
St Bartholomew’s has a Christmas tradition of decorating the church and 
welcoming everyone for singing carols by candlelight. This year our Christmas 
celebration of carols around the organ will be on Sunday 15th December at 
4pm. After our short carol service we will be serving mulled wine and mince 
pies. We will have the memory tree again, so please do bring something to 
hang on the tree on either of the decorations days or at the carol service. 
Everyone is welcome. 
 
Church will be open during the daytime on Friday 13th and Saturday 14th 
December for donations of garden holly and ivy, and for help in decorating 
the church. 
 
Becky and John, Langford Crossing, Key holders – 07753117530 
On behalf of Jerry, our church warden 
and ‘Friends of Langford Church and Gardens’ group 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ 
Compiled by Pat Finn, with some additional questions by me (the editor), this 
quiz not only tests your knowledge but is also a reminder of Christmas 
traditions and the true meaning of Christmas. Points per question are stated 
in the brackets. Good luck! (Answers in January’s edition of Focal Point.) 
 
Section A, the meaning of Christmas: 
 
1. How many Sundays are there in Advent? (1) 
2. What is the meaning of Emmanuel? (1) 
3. Why did Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem? (1)   
4. Where did Mary and Joseph journey from? (1)  



5. What was Joseph’s trade? (1)   
6. What is a manger normally used for? (1) 
7. Who told the shepherds about the birth of Jesus? (1) 
8. St Matthew’s Gospel says the Three Wise Men came from where? (1) 
9. What gifts did these Three Wise Men give to Jesus? (3) 
10. Why did Joseph, Mary and the baby Jesus escape to Egypt? (1) 
11. Which Saint’s Day is celebrated on 26th December? (1) 
12. What is the evening preceding the Epiphany called? (1) 

Section B, name the Christmas carol or song from the lyrics:  

13. Hither, page, and stand by me, (1) 
14. How silently, how silently, / The wondrous gift is given! (1) 
15. Snow had fallen, snow on snow, (1) 
16. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, (1) 
17. And his shelter was a stable, (1) 
18. Stille nacht, heilige nacht (1) 
19. Sleep in heavenly peace (1) 
20. Star of wonder star of light (1) 
21. O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
22. Sweet singing in the choir (1) 
23. Five gold rings! (1) 
24. My beard is black, there’s soot in my sack! (1) 
25. For we all like figgy pudding (1) 
 
Section C, miscellaneous: 
 
26. Who is Santa Claus named after and when is his feast day? (2) 
27. What was the angel’s name in the film “It’s a Wonderful Life”? (1) 
28. In the church, what do holly berries represent? (1) 
29. What is the plant Hedera helix better known as? (1) 
30. Brassica oleracea is better known as what? (1) 
31. ‘Joyeux Noël’ means ‘Happy Christmas’ in what language? (1) 
32. In what year did Oslo start sending a Christmas tree to London? 
33. The first Christmas card was created in England – in what year? (1) 
34. Who invented the Christmas cracker and in what decade? (2) 
35. Who was the first English monarch to eat roast turkey? (1) 
36. In what year was the monarch’s first televised Christmas message? (1) 

Score yourself out of 40! 



Church Services for December 2024 

 

 

 
 

Sunday 8th   10.15am Morning Worship Winthorpe 
(2nd of Advent)  
 
Tuesday 10th   7pm  Carol Service  Winthorpe 
   
   
Sunday 15th   10.00am Holy Communion Holme 
(3rd of Advent)  4.00pm  Carol Service  Langford 
 
 

Sunday 22nd   10.00am Morning Worship Langford 
(4th of Advent)   5.00pm             Christmas Communion Winthorpe 
 

Wednesday 25th 10.00am Holy Communion Holme 
(Christmas Day) 
  

 
 
 
Every Thursday 1.30 – 3.30pm Open Church  Winthorpe 
 
Every Day  10.00 – 4.00pm Open Church  Holme +  
        Langford 

For more information please visit the East Trent Churches website: 

www.easttrentchurches.org.uk 



“The Boys are Back in Town”  Pop Songs Quiz 
 

Pop Songs that have a ‘Man’s Name’ in the title 
Songs range from 1962-1993  
Try not to use Google! 
Give yourself 1 point for the song & 1 point for the artiste (22 total available) 
Answers in next month’s edition of Focal Point 
Quiz compiled by Bob Warriner 
 
QUESTIONS 
1. Bob’s hanging around in line by a bunch of fruity girls (1984) – 6,2,5,7 by 10 
2. A Firework suddenly, from the old bowling jewels (1968) – 6,4,5 by 3,7,6 
3. Simple and talkative he may be? by an old confectionery firm (1968) – 5,4 
by 4,8,7 
4. Civil war force by the king & Abbott’s partner and some magnets (1979) – 
7,4 by 5,8, & 3,11 
5. Mr Garnett softly maybe, by Surprise, Surprise Lady (1966) – 5 by 5,5 
6. Shorter Scottish William by a pudding’s other name (1972) – 6,6 by 3,5 
7. Old type message to Mr Pepys by a Jurassic creature (1972) – 8,3 by 1-3 
8. I say! to little Josiah by casual James with a Gin Encounter (1969) – 3,3 by 
3,4,7,10 
9. Gnathand without ends & Sir Tom’s name by the very best ones (1971) – 
6,5 by 3,8 
10. An old motor cycle or Master Painter by the US pie man (1972) – 7 by 3,7 
Bonus Question: 
Having ideas for Elgin unscrambled by divorced Top Cat (1979) – 6,5,3,5 by 
1,1,1 
November’s pop quiz answers: 
1. Mr Blue Sky (1978) – The Electric Light Orchestra 
2. Paint it Black (1966) – The Rolling Stones 
3. Green Door (1956\81) – Frankie Vaughan or Shakin’ Stevens 
4. Lily the Pink (1968) – The Scaffold 
5. Lady in Red (1986) – Chris De Burgh 
6. Yellow River (1970) – Christie 
7. Purple Rain (1984) – Prince and the Revolution 
8. Lilac Wine (1979) – Elkie Brooks 
9. Blue Monday (1983) – New Order 
10. Don’t it make my Brown Eyes Blue (1977) – Crystal Gayle  
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Fresh Local Farm Milk 
unhomogenised 

Delivered to your door  
on Mondays, Wednesdays & 

Fridays in glass bottles 
£1.50 per litre bottle 

Produced, Pasteurised and 
Bottled in Danethorpe 

tel: Robin 07587 140106 



  

 

Home Tuition in 
Winthorpe 

Experienced teacher,  
private tutor and GCSE examiner 

 

Up to GCSE and A’ Level:  
English Language & Literature 

Up to GCSE: French, History, R.E. 
 

Contact Julie Hill: 01636 676079  
email: eledanjos12@outlook.com 

DBS Certificate  

 

BEAUTY THERAPIST & FOOT 
CARE PRACTITIONER 

 
Sports Massage, Scalp Massage, 

Facials, Aromatherapy, Reiki, 
Reflexology, Hopi Candles, 

Manicures, Pedicures and Waxing 
 

 Reliable, friendly and professional 
Over 30 yrs experience.  

Home visits.  
Call Amanda: 07976358272 

N.E.M  
PLUMBING SERVICES 

 
All types of  

plumbing work undertaken 
No Job too small  

No call out charge 
20 years of experience 

 
Contact Neil: 07774 163372 

or 01636 687104 
29, Woodlands, Winthorpe NG24 2NL 

mailto:eledanjos12@outlook.com


 


